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SCHEDULE 1

FAIR EMPLOYMENT TRIBUNAL RULES OF PROCEDURE

Preparation time orders

When a preparation time order may be made

38.—(1)  A tribunal or chairman may make a preparation time order when on the application of a
party it or he has postponed the day or time fixed for or adjourned a hearing under rule 22 or a pre-
hearing review. The preparation time order may be against or, as the case may require, in favour of
that party as respects any preparation time spent as a result of the postponement or adjournment.

(2)  A tribunal or chairman shall consider making a preparation time order against a party (the
paying party) where, in the opinion of the tribunal or the chairman (as the case may be), any of the
circumstances in paragraph (3) apply. Having so considered the tribunal or chairman may make a
preparation time order against that party if it or he considers it appropriate to do so.

(3)  The circumstances described in paragraph (2) are where the paying party has in bringing
the proceedings, or he or his representative has in conducting the proceedings, acted vexatiously,
abusively, disruptively or otherwise unreasonably, or the bringing or conducting of the proceedings
by the paying party has been misconceived.

(4)  A tribunal or chairman may make a preparation time order against a party who has not
complied with an order or practice direction.
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