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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the Regulations.)

These Regulations amend the Extraction Solvents in Food Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1993 (“the
principal Regulations”) in implementation of European Parliament and Council Directive 97/60/EC
amending for the third time Directive 88/344/EEC on the approximation of the laws of the member
States on extraction solvents used in the production of foodstuffs and food ingredients (O.J. No.
L331, 3.12.97, p. 7).
The Regulations–

(a) from 9th November 1998 add one extraction solvent to the list of permitted extraction
solvents and make consequential amendments (regulations 1(2), 2(a), (c)(ii) and (e)(ii));
and

(b) from 27th April 1999—
(i) remove two extraction solvents from the list of permitted extraction solvents and

make consequential amendments (regulations 1(2), 2(c)(i) and (e)(i);
(ii) provide a defence in respect of food or an extraction solvent placed on the market or

labelled before 27th April 1999 which complies with the principal Regulations prior
to their amendment by these Regulations (regulation 2(b)); and

(iii) in relation to the permitted extraction solvent “hexane”—
(aa) reduce the maximum permitted residue in fats, oils and cocoa butter to 1

mg/kg; and
(bb) as regards protein products, specify that only those products which have

been defatted are those in the preparation of which such solvent may be
added and provide that such products include defatted soya products as sold
to the final consumer (regulation 2(d) and the Schedule).
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