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1975 No. 228
D FACTORIES
"Factdﬁes‘ -@rbtection of Eyes) Regulations (Northern lreland) 1975

Made . . . . . 12th August 1975
Coming into operation . . . . 12th February 1976

The Department(a) of Manpower Services— '

(a) in exercise of powers conferred by sections 64, 75, 179(3) and (4) of
the Factories Act (Northern Ireland) 1965(b) and now vested in it(c).
and of every other power enabling it in that behalf, and

(b) after publishing, pursuant to Schedule 4 to the said Act of 1965, notice
of the proposal to make the regulations and not having received any
objection to the draft in regard to which it is required by the said

" Schedule to direct an inquiry to be held,
hereby makes the following regulations -of which all with the exception of
regulation 1(2) (in so far as it applies to item 2 of Schedule 3 to these regula-
lations) are special regulations

Citation, commencement and revocation ‘

1.-—(1) These regulations may be cited as the Factories (Protection of
Eyes) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1975 and shall come into operation on
12th February 1976. :

. (2) ‘The regulations specified in columns 1 and 2 of Schedule 3 are hereby
revoked to the extent respectively specified in relation thereto in column 3.

Interpretation : . -
2. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, the follow-
ing expressions have the. meanings hereby assigned to them respectively :
“approved” means approved for the time being for the purposes of these
regulations by certificate of the Chief Inspector;
“eye protectors” means any of the following (being equipment made to
be worn by a person): goggles, visors, spectacles and face screens;
“fixed shield” means a screen which is free-standing or which is, or is
made to be, attached to machinery, plant or other equipment, or to a
building or structure; :

. “foundry” means an iron foundry or a steel foundry as defined in the
JIron and Steel Foundries Regulations (Northern Treland) 1955(d) and
those parts of factories in which is carried on any operation or process

specified in regulation 3(1) or (2) of the Non-ferrous Metals (Melting

and Foiinding) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1964(e);

(a) Fom&ly Ministry: see 1973 c. 36 section 40 and Schedule 5
) T¢ NT)

(b) 1965 ¢. 20 (N.I ‘ S
() By SR.'& O. (N.L) 1973 No. 504 (1L, p. 2992) Article 6(1) and Schedule 3
(@ SR. & 0. (1) 1955 No. 193 (0. 141) ‘

R &

) -
.- (N.L) 1964 No. 46 {p. 218)
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“person occasionally employed”, in relation to any week, means a person
who in that week is to be employed in either or both of the following,
(a) in any one or more of the specified processes;
(b) in a place where there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury
to his eyes from the carrying on of the process specified in para-
graph 3 of Schedule 2,
on not more than two days and for a total of not more than 15 minutes
on any one day;
“possession” does not include ownership;
“shield” means a helmet or hand shield, being equipment made to be worn
or held by a person;
“specified process” means any process specified in Schedule 1.

Application of regulations
3.—(1) These regulations shall apply to—
(@) all factories; and - :

- (b) all premises, places, processes, operations and works to which the pro-
visions -of Part IV of the Factories Act (Northern Ireland) 1965 with
respect to special regulations for safety and health are applied by any
of the following provisions of that Act, namely, section 121 (which

_relates to electrical stations), section 122 (which relates to institutions),
section 123 (which relates to certain dock premises and certain ware-
houses), section 124 (which relates to ships) and section 125 (which

- relates to building operations and works of engineering construction),

where any specified process is carried on.

(2) The provisions of these regulations shall be in addition to and not in
substitution for or diminution of other requirements imposed by or under the
Factories Act (Northern Ireland) 1965.

Exemption certificates ,

4. ‘The Chief Inspector may (subject to such conditions as may be specified
therein) by certificate in writing (which he may in his discretion revoke at any
time) exempt from all or any of the requirements of these regulations—

_ (a) any factory or part of any factory; or '
(b) any class or description of factories or parts thereof; or
(c) any machine, plant, apparatus, process, operation or work, or any class
or description of machines, plant, apparatus, processes, operations or
works, .
if he is satisfied that the requirements in respect of which the exemption is
granted are not necessary for the protection of persons employed or are not
reasonably practicable. Where such exemption is granted a legible copy of the
certificate, showing the conditions (if any) subject to which it has been granted,
shall be kept posted in any factory to which the exemption applies in a
position where it may be conveniently read by the persons employed.

Protection of persons employed in the specified processes
5.—(1) The employer of every person who is employed in a factory for
any of his time in any of the specified processes shall provide for his use—
(@) in the case of a person employed in a process specified in Part I of
Schedule 1, eye protectors; :

(b) in the case of a person employed in a process specified in Part IT of
Schedule 1, a shield or a sufficient number of fixed shields; and
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(¢) in the case of a person employed in a process specified in Part IIT or
Part IV of Schedule 1, eye protectors or a shield or a sufficient number
of fixed shields.

(2) In addition, the employer shall, where necessary and so far as reason-
ably practicable, provide fixed shields between adjacent positions in each of
which persons employed in a process specified in paragraph 6, 7 or 32 of
Schedule 1 are working independently of the persons so employed in an
adjacent position.

Protection in certain cases of .persons at visk from, but not employed in, a

specified: process : .

6. Where any process specified in Schedule 2 is being carried on in a
factory and persons other than those employed in that process are employed
in a place where there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to their eyes
from the carrying on of the process— :

(@) in the case of the process specified in paragraph 3 of Schedule 2, eye
protectors or a shield or a sufficient number of fixed shields shall be
provided by their employer for their use; and

(b) in the case of any other process, a sufficient number of fixed shields

shall be provided for their protection by the employer of the persons
employed in that process.

Eye-protectors—issue and availability

7. Eye protectors provided in pursuance of regulation 5(1)(a) or (c¢) or
6(a) shall be given by the employer into the possession of each person for
whom they are provided except in the case of persons occasionally employed
for whose use a sufficient number of eye protectors shall be provided, main-
tained and kept readily available by their employer.

Replacement of eye protectors

8—(1) Where consequent upon a report under regulation 11 it is con-
firmed that any eye protectors given into the possession of a person in
accordance with the last foregoing regulation have been lost or destroyed or
are so defective as to be unsuitable for the purpose for which they were pro-
vided, the employer shall forthwith give into the possession of the person for
whom they were provided (unless he has ceased to be a person within the pro-
tection provided for by regulation 5(1)(a) or (c) or 6(a) or has become a person
occasionally employed or unless these regulations are being complied with in
his case, in accordance with these regulations, by the provision of a shield or
fixed shields) eye protectors to replace those lost, destroyed or defective.

(2) The employer shall, in addition to any eye protectors provided in
accordance with the last foregoing regulation, keep available as many eye
protectors as will be sufficient, so far as can reasonably be foreseen, to enable
him to comply with the requirements of the foregoing paragraph.

E'ye proteciors and shields—construction and marking

9. Eye protectors and shields provided in pursuance of these regulations
shall—

(@) be suitable for the person for whose use they are provided;

(b) be made in conformity with an approved. specification for eye pro-
tectors or shields, as the case may be, being an approved specification
for eye protectors or shields which are appropriate to the specified pro-
cess in which the said person is employed or from the carrying on of
which there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of the
said person, as the case may be; and
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~ (¢)-'be marked in such a manner and accompanied by such particulars as
may be approved in order to indicate the purpose or purposes for which
the eye protectors or shields were designed.

Fixed shields—construction, maintenance and positioning

10. Fixed shields provided in pursuance of these regulations shall—

{a) when provided in pursuance of regulation 5(1) for the use of a person
employed in a process specified in Part II or Part III of Schedule 1,
bﬁ:i ﬁrixade in conformity with an approved specification for fixed
shields;

(b) be properly maintained and, if it is necessary that they should be
transparent, be kept clean; and

(¢) whether or not required by these regulations to be made in conformity
with an approved specification for fixed shields, be so constructed and
kept in position as to protect, so far as practicable, the eyes of the
persons for whose protection they are provided while those persons are
carrying on a specified process, or while those persons are employed in
a place where there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to their
eyes from the carrying on of such a process, as the case may be.

Duties of employed persons

11.—(1) Every person who is provided with eye protectors or a shield in
pursuance of these regulations shall use the said eye: protectors or shield at all
times while he is employed in a specified process or while he is employed in a
place where there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to his eyes from the
carrying on of the process specified in paragraph 3 of Schedule 2, as the case
may be, except when regulations 5(1), 6(a) and 10 are being complied with in
his case, in accordance with these Regulations, by the provision of fixed
shields.

(2) Every person who is provided with eye protectors or a shield in
pursuance of these regulations shall—

(@) take reasonable care of the said eye protectors or shield and not wilfully
misuse them or it; and

(b) report forthwith to the employer or his agent the loss or destruction of,
or any defect in, the said eye protectors or shield.

(3) Every person for whose use a fixed shield is provided in pursuance of
these regulations shall make full and proper use of it. .

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Manpower Services for
Northern Ireland on 12th August 1975. ,

(L s) R. T. O’Connor
: Assistant Secreta_ry
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SCHEDULE 1 Regulations 2, 5 and 10
Specified l;rocesses
Part 1
_PROCESSES IN WHICH APPROVED EYE PROTECTORS ARE REQUIRED

1. The blasting or erosion of concrete by means of shot or other abrasive
materials propelled by compressed air.

2. The cleaning of buildings or structures by means of shot or other abrasive
materials propelled by compressed air.

3. Cleaning by means of high-pressure water jets.

4. The striking of masonry nails by means of a hammer or other hand tool
or by means of a power driven portable tool. .

5. Any work carried out with a hand-held cartridge operated tool, including
the operation of loading and unloading live cartridges into such a tool, and the
handling of such a tool for the purpose of maintenance, repair or examination
when the tool is loaded with a live cartridge.

6. The chipping of metal, and the chipping, knocking out, cutting out or
cutting off of cold rivets, bolts, nuts, lugs, pins, collars, or similar articles from any
structure or plant, or from part of any structure or plant, by means of 2 hammer,
chisel, punch, or similar hand tool, or by means of a power driven portable tool.

7. The chipping or scurfing of paint, scale, slag, rust or other corrosion from
the surface of metal and other hard materials by means of a hand tool or by
means of a power driven portable tool or by applying.articles of metal or such
materials to a power driven tool.

8. The use of a high-speed metal cutting saw or an abrasive cutting-off wheel
or disc, which in either case is power driven,

9. The pouring or skimming of molten metal in foundries.
10. Work at a molten salt bath when the molten salt surface is exposed. -

11. The operation, maintenance, dismantling or demolition of plant or any part
of plant, being plant or part of plant which contains or has contained acids,
alkalis, dangerous corrosive substances, whether liquid or solid, or other sub-
stances which are 'similarly injurious to the eyes, and which has not been so pre-
pared (by isolation, reduction of pressure, emptying or otherwise), treated or
designed and constructed as to prevent any reasonably foreseeable risk of injury
to the eyes of any person engaged in any such work from any of the said contents.

12. The handling in open vessels or manipulation of acids, alkalis, dangerous
corrosive materials, whether liquid or solid, and other substances which are
similarly injurious to the eyes, where in any of the foregoing cases there is a
reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in any
such work from drops splashed or particles thrown off.

13. The driving in or on of bolts, pins, collars or similar articles to any structure
-or plant or to part of any structure or plant by means ‘of 2 hammer, chisel, punch
or similar hand tool or by means of a power driven portable tool, where in any of
the foregoing cases there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of
any person engaged in the work from particles or fragments thrown off.
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14. Injection by pressure of liguids or solutions into buildings or structures or
parts thereof where in the course of any such work there is a reasonably foresee-
able risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in the work from any such
liquids or solutions. ’

15. The breaking up of metal by means of a hammer, whether power driven or
not, or by means of a tup, where in either of the foregoing cases there is a
reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in the
work from particles or fragments thrown off.

16. The breaking, cutting, cutting into, dressing, caiving or drilling by means
of a power driven portable tool or by means of a hammer, chisel, pick or similar
hand tool other than a trowel, or-any of the following, that is to say—

(@) glass, hard plastics, concrete, fired clay, plaster, slag or stone (whether

natural or artificial); .

(b) materials similar to any of the foregoing;

(¢) articles consisting wholly or partly of any of the foregoing;

(d) stonework, brickwork or blockwork;

(e) bricks, tiles or blocks (except blocks made of wood), )
where in any of the foregoing cases there is a reasonably foresceable risk of
irﬁiu‘ry to ;cfhe eyes of any person engaged in the work from particles or fragments
thrown off. . ‘

17. The use of compressed air for removing swarf, dust, dirt or other particles,
where in the course of any such work there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of
injury to the eyes of any person engaged in the work from particles or fragments
thrown .off. ‘

18. Work at a furnace containing molten metal, and the pouring or skimming
.of molten metal in places other than foundries, where there is a reasonably fore-
seeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in any such work from
molten metal.

19. Processes in foundries where there is a reasonably foresceable risk of
injury to the eyes of any person engaged in any such work from hot sand thrown
off.

20. Work in the manufacture of wire and wire rope where there is a reason-
ably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in the work from
particles or fragments thrown off or from flying ends of wire.

21. The operation of coiling wire, and operations connected therewith, where
there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged
in any such work from particles or fragments thrown off or from flying ends of
wire.

22. The cutting of wire or metal strapping under tension, where there is a
reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in any
such work from flying ends of wire or flying ends of metal strapping.

23. Work in the manufacture of glass and in the processing of glass and the
handling of cullet, where in any of the foregoing cases there is a reasonably fore-
seeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in the work from particles
or fragments thrown off.

Part II

PROCESSES IN WHICH APPROVED SHIELDS OR APPROVED FIXED SHIELDS ARE
REQUIRED

24. Any process involving the use of an exposed electric arc or an exposed
stream of arc plasma.
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PROCESSES IN WHICH APPROVED EYE PROTECTORS OR APPROVED SHIELDS. OR
APPROVED: FIXED SHIELDS ARE REQUIRED

25. The welding of metals by. means of apparatus to whlch oxygen or any
flammable gas-or vapour is supphed under pressure

26. The hot fetthng of steel castings by rmeans of a ﬁux-m]ected burner or' alr
carbon torch, and the de- searmng of metal

27. The cuttmg, bormg, cleamng, surface condmonlng OF spraymg of matenaf
by means of apparatus (not being apparatus mechanically driven by compressed
air) to which air, oxygen or any flammablé gas or vapour is sipplied under
pressure excluding any such process elsewhere specified, where in any .of the fore-
going cases there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to. the eyes of any
person engaged in -the - work from partldes or fragments thrown off or from
intense Tight or other radiation. .

28. Any process involving the use of an instrument which produces light
amplification by the stimulated emission of radiation, being a process. in which
there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of m]ury to the eyes of any person engaged
in the process from radiation. .

Part IV

PROCESSES IN WHICH APPROVED EYE PROTECTORS OR APPROVED SHIELDS OR FIXED
SHIELDS ARE REQUIRED

29. Truing or -dressing of an abrasive wheel where in either of the foregoing
cases there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person
engaged in the work from particles or fragments thrown off.

30. Work with drop hammers, power hammers, horizontal forging machines,
and forging presses, other than hydraulic presses, used in any case for the manu-
facture of forgings.

31. The dry grinding of materials or articles by applying them by hand to a
wheel, disc or band which in any such case is power driven or by means of a power
driven portable tool, where in any of the foregoing cases there is a reasonably
foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in the work from
particles or fragments thrown off.

32. The fettling of metal castings, involving the removal of metal, including
runners, gates and risers, and the removal of any other material during the course
of such fettling, where in any of the foregoing cases there is a reasonably fore-
seeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged in the work from particles
or fragments thrown off.

33. The production of metal castings at pressure die casting machines where
there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person engaged
in any such work from molten metal thrown off.

34. The machining of metals, including any dry grindmg process not elsewhere
specified, where there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any
person engaged in any such work from particles or fragments thrown off.

35. The welding of metals by an electric resistance process or a submerged
electric arc, where there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of
any person engaged in any such work from particles or fragments thrown off.
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SCHEDULE 2 Regulations 2 and 6

Cases in which profection is requirved for persons at risk from, but not
employed in, the specified processes

1. The chipping of metal, and the chipping, knocking out, cutting out or
cutting off of cold rivets, bolts, nuts, lugs, pins, collars, or similar articles from
any structure or plant, or from any part of any structure or plant, by means of
a hammer, chisel, punch or similar hand tool, or by means of a power driven
portable tool where in any of the foregoing cases there is a reasonably foreseeable
risk of injury to the eyes of any person not engaged in any such work from
particles or fragments thrown off.

2. Any process involving the use of an exposed electric arc or an exposed
stream of arc plasma.

3. Work with drop hammers, power hammers, horizontal forging machines
and forging presses other than hydraulic presses used in any case for the manu-
facture of forgings.

4. The fettling of metal castings, involving the removal of metal, including
runners, gates and risers, and the removal of any other material during the
course of such fettling, where in any of the foregoing cases there is a reasonably
fores¢eable risk of injury to the eyes of any person not engaged in any such work
from particles or fragments thrown off.

5. Any process involving the use of an instrument which produces light
amplification by the stimulated emission of radiation, where in any such process
there is a reasonably foreseeable risk of injury to the eyes of any person not
engaged in the process from radiation.
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SCHEDULE 3 Regulation 1(2)
Column 1 Column 2 Column 3
Regulations revoked References Extent of revocation
The Chemical Works S.R. & O. (N.L) Regulations 10() and

Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1922

The Facfories (Protection
of Eyes) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1939

The Iron and Steel
Foundries Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1955

The Shipbuilding and
Ship-repairing
Regulations (Northeri
Ireland) 1971

The Construction (General
Provisions) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1963

The Non-ferrous Metals
(Melting and Founding)
Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1964

1922 No. 66 (p. 41)

SR. & 0. (N.I)
1939 No. 75 (p. 177)

S.R. & O. (N.L)
1955 No. 193

(p. 141)

' S.R. & 0. (N.I)

1971 No. 372
(p. 1669)

25(a)(vi) in so far as they
require the provision of
goggles.

The whole regulations.

Regulation 8(1)(c).

Regulations 73(1), 2)(a)
and (3) and 74.

Regulation 52 and the
Schedule.

Regulation 13(1)(c).
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate
their general purport.)

These regulations make provision for the protection of the eyes of persons
employed in factories and certain other premises and places to which the
Factories Act (Northern Ireland) 1965 applies, while any of the processes
specified in Schedule 1 is being carried on. They require the provision of eye
protectors or of shields (either worn by a person, held in the hand or inde-
pendently mounted) for the protection of persons employed in (and in one
case, at risk from) such processes. Eye protectors and, with certain exceptions,
shields are required to conform with specifications approved by the Chief
Inspector of Factories. Independently mounted shields are required to be
provided for other persons employed in positions where their eyes are at risk
of injury from particles or fragments thrown off or 1ad1at10n produced in the
carrying on of certain specified processes.

The regulations supersede the Factories (Protection of Eyes) Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1939, which are revoked, and certain provisions requiring
the provision of goggles or other means of protection contained in the
Chemical Works Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1922, the Iron and Steel
Foundries Regulations (Northern Ireland). 1955, the Shipbuilding and Ship-
repairing Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1971, the Construction (General
Provisions) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1963 and the Non-ferrous Metals
(Melting and Foundmg) Regulauons (N01thern Ireland) 1964 which provisions
are also revoked.
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