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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2007 No. 912

The Policing (Miscellaneous Provisions)
(Northern Ireland) Order 2007

Police powers.

PROSPECTIVE

Police powers to examine documents or records

13.—(1) A constable who performs a lawful search of any premises or person—

(a) may examine any document or record found in order to ascertain whether it contains
information relating to the commission or proposed commission of serious crime; and

(b) ifnecessary or expedient for the purpose of sub-paragraph (a), may remove the document
or record to another place and retain it there until the examination is completed.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not permit a person to examine a document or record if he has reasonable
cause to believe that it is an item subject to legal privilege.

(3) Where the document or record examined under paragraph (1)(a) is stored in any electronic
form, the constable may require it to be produced in a form in which it can be removed under
paragraph (1)(b) and in which it is visible and legible or from which it can readily be produced
in a visible and legible form.

(4) Subject to paragraphs (5) and (6), a document or record may not be retained by virtue of
paragraph (1)(b) for more than 48 hours.

(5) A police officer who is of at least the rank of chief inspector may authorise a constable to
retain a document or record for a further period or periods.

(6) Paragraph (5) does not permit the retention of a document or record after the end of the period
of 96 hours beginning with the time when it was removed for examination under paragraph (1)(b).

(7) Where a document or record is examined under this Article—
(a) it shall not be photographed or copied, and

(b) the person who examines it shall make a written record of the examination as soon as
is reasonably practicable.

(8) The record shall—
(a) describe the document or record,
(b) specify the object of the examination,
(c) state the address of the premises where the document or record was found,

(d) where the document or record was found in the course of a search of a person, state the
person's name,

(e) where the document or record was found in the course of a search of any premises, state
the name of a person appearing to the person making the record to be the occupier of the
premises or to have had custody or control of the document or record when it was found,
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(f) where the document or record is removed for examination from the place where it was
found, state the date and time when it was removed;

(g) where the document or record was examined at the place where it was found, state the
date and time of examination; and

(h) identify the constable by whom the examination was carried out by reference to his police
number.

(9) Where a person makes a record of an examination in accordance with this Article, he shall
as soon as is reasonably practicable supply a copy—

(a) in a case where the document or record was found in the course of a search of a person,
to that person, and

(b) in a case where the document or record was found in the course of a search of any
premises, to a person appearing to the person making the record to be the occupier of the
premises or to have had custody or control of the document or record when it was found.

(10) In this Article—

“item subject to legal privilege” and “premises” have the same meanings as in the Police and
Criminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1989 (NI 12);

“serious crime” has the meaning given by section 85(2) and (3) of the Regulation of
Investigatory Powers Act 2000 (c. 23);

“document or record” includes a document or record stored in any electronic form.
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