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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2005 No. 1117

The Special Educational Needs and
Disability (Northern Ireland) Order 2005

PART III
DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION IN EDUCATION

CHAPTER I

SCHOOLS

Accessibility strategies and plans

Accessibility strategies of board

17.—(1)  Each board shall prepare, in relation to controlled schools under its management—
(a) an accessibility strategy;
(b) further such strategies at such times as may be prescribed.

(2)  An accessibility strategy is a strategy for, over a prescribed period—
(a) increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the schools' curriculums;
(b) improving the physical environment of the schools for the purpose of increasing the extent

to which disabled pupils are able to take advantage of education and associated services
provided or offered by the schools; and

(c) improving the delivery to disabled pupils—
(i) within a reasonable time, and

(ii) in ways which are determined after taking account of their disabilities and any
preferences expressed by them or their parents,

of information which is provided in writing for pupils who are not disabled.
(3)  In preparing its accessibility strategy, a board shall have regard to—

(a) the need to allocate adequate resources for implementing the strategy; and
(b) any guidance issued by the Department as to—

(i) the content of an accessibility strategy;
(ii) the form in which it is to be produced; and

(iii) the persons to be consulted in its preparation.
(4)  An accessibility strategy shall be in writing.
(5)  Each board shall—

(a) keep its accessibility strategy under review during the period to which it relates and, if
necessary, revise it; and
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(b) have regard to any guidance issued by the Department as to compliance with the
requirements of sub-paragraph (a).

(6)  It is the duty of each board to implement its accessibility strategy.
(7)  A board shall—

(a) if asked to do so by the Department, give to the Department a copy of its accessibility
strategy;

(b) if asked to do so by any other person, make a copy of its accessibility strategy available
for inspection at such reasonable times as it may determine.

(8)  In this Article “disabled pupil”, in relation to a school, includes a disabled person who may
be admitted to the school as a pupil.

2



Changes to legislation: 
The Special Educational Needs and Disability (Northern Ireland) Order 2005, Section 17 is up to
date with all changes known to be in force on or before 06 October 2022. There are changes that
may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content
and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
– art. 22(1)(i)-(ii) substituted for words by 2016 c. 8 (N.I.) s. 12(1)
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