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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

2001 No. 2564

The Life Sentences (Northern Ireland) Order 2001

Part III
LIFE SENTENCES

Licences and recall

Duration and conditions of licences

8.—(1)  Where a life prisoner is released on licence, the licence shall, unless previously revoked
under Article 9(1) or (2), remain in force until his death.

(2)  A life prisoner subject to a licence shall comply with such conditions (which may include
on his release conditions as to his supervision by a probation officer) as may for the time being be
specified in the licence; and the Secretary of State may make rules for regulating the supervision of
any descriptions of such persons.

(3)  The Secretary of State shall not include on release, or subsequently insert, a condition in
the licence of a life prisoner, or vary or cancel any such condition, except in accordance with
recommendations of the Commissioners.

(4)  Rules made under paragraph (2) shall be subject to annulment in pursuance of a resolution
of either House of Parliament in like manner as a statutory instrument and section 5 of the Statutory
Instruments Act 1946(1) shall apply accordingly.

Recall of life prisoners while on licence

9.—(1)  If recommended to do so by the Commissioners, in the case of a life prisoner who has
been released on licence, the Secretary of State may revoke his licence and recall him to prison.

(2)  The Secretary of State may revoke the licence of any life prisoner and recall him to prison
without a recommendation by the Commissioners, where it appears to him that it is expedient in the
public interest to recall that person before such a recommendation is practicable.

(3)  A life prisoner recalled to prison under this Article—
(a) on his return to prison, shall be informed of the reasons for his recall and of his right to

make representations; and
(b) may make representations in writing to the Secretary of State with respect to his recall.

(4)  The Secretary of State shall refer the case of a life prisoner recalled under this Article to the
Commissioners.

(5)  Where on a reference under paragraph (4) the Commissioners direct the immediate release of
a life prisoner on licence under this Article, the Secretary of State shall give effect to the direction.

(1) 1946 c. 36.
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(6)  On the revocation of the licence of any life prisoner under this Article, he shall be liable to
be detained in pursuance of his sentence and, if at large, shall be deemed to be unlawfully at large.
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