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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1996 No. 3160

The Criminal Justice (Northern Ireland) Order 1996

PART II
TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS

Custodial sentences

Custody probation orders

24.—(1)  Where, in the case of a person convicted of an offence punishable with a custodial
sentence other than one fixed by law, a court has formed the opinion under Articles 19 and 20 that a
custodial sentence of i2 months or more would be justified for the offence, the court shall consider
whether it would be appropriate to make a custody probation order, that is to say, an order requiring
him both—

(a) to serve a custodial sentence; and
(b) on his release from custody, to be under the supervision of a probation officer for a period

specified in the order, being not less than 12 months nor more than 3 years.
(2)  Under a custody probation order the custodial sentence shall be for such term as the court

would under Article 20 pass on the offender less such period as the court thinks appropriate to
take account of the effect of the offender’s supervision by the probation officer on his release from
custody in protecting the public from harm from him or for preventing the commission by him of
further offences.

(3)  A court shall not make a custody probation order in respect of any offender unless the offender
consents and, where an offender does not so consent, the court shall not pass a custodial sentence of
a greater length than the term the court would otherwise pass under Article 20.

(4)  Where in any case a court does not consider a custody probation order to be appropriate, the
court shall state in open court that it is of that opinion and why it is of that opinion.

(5)  A court which makes a custody probation order shall state the term of the custodial sentence
it would have passed under Article 20 if the offender had not consented to the order.


