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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1996 No. 3158

The Licensing (Northern Ireland) Order 1996

PART III
PERMITTED HOURS

[F1Major event orders

[F1Extension of permitted hours for major events

48A.—(1)  Where the Department considers that an event which is to take place in Northern
Ireland will attract significant public interest (whether throughout Northern Ireland or in certain
areas only), it may make an order (a “major event order”) which—

(a) designates the event as a major event, and
(b) provides that, during the period specified in the order, the permitted hours for any place

or premises to which the order applies are the hours specified in the order.
(2)  A major event order may apply to—

(a) all licensed premises either in Northern Ireland as a whole or in the area or areas specified;
(b) all licensed premises of a specified kind either in Northern Ireland as a whole or in the

area or areas specified;
(c) any place or premises for which an occasional licence has been granted and which is or

are situated on the site where the event is to take place.
(3)  In specifying an area for the purposes of paragraph (2)(a) or (b), a major event order may in

particular do so by reference to the place or premises at which the event is to take place or the area
in the vicinity of the place or premises.

(4)  The Department may vary or revoke a major event order; and the circumstances in which it
may revoke an order include, in a case where the period specified under paragraph (1)(b) includes
two or more days, circumstances in which it considers it necessary to do so because of disorder, or
expected disorder, at or in the vicinity of the place or premises at which the event is taking place.

(5)  The period specified in a major event order may not include Christmas Day.
(6)  The hours specified in a major event order are in addition to the hours permitted by any

occasional licence, any order under Article 44 or 44A, any authorisation under Article 45 or any
extension licence, which applies to a place or premises to which the major event order applies.

(7)  If, in the case of premises to which an order under Article 44, 44A or 48 applies, the event
designated by a major event order is to take place on a day which is not specified in an order under
Article 44 or 44A or an extension licence, the major event order has effect as if that day were so
specified.

(8)  A major event order may make consequential, incidental or supplementary provision
(including provision which modifies provisions of this Order for the purpose of giving effect to the
major event order).
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(9)  Before making a major event order, the Department must consult such persons as it considers
appropriate.]

F1 Arts. 48A, 48B and cross-heading inserted (6.4.2022) by Licensing and Registration of Clubs
(Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 2021 (c. 7), ss. 7(1), 47(2); S.R. 2022/63, art. 2, Sch.

2
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
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