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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1994 No. 426

The Airports (Northern Ireland) Order 1994

PART III
MANAGEMENT OF AIRPORTS

Power of district councils to provide and maintain airports

17.—(1)  A district council may, with the consent of the Department and subject to such
conditions as the Department may impose, establish and maintain airports, and provide and
maintain in connection therewith roads, approaches, apparatus, equipment and buildings and other
accommodation.

(2)  A district council may, for the purpose of exercising any of the powers conferred on the
council by paragraph (1), acquire land by agreement or compulsorily.

(3)  The power of a district council to acquire land under paragraph (2) may be exercised—
(a) for the purpose of securing that land adjacent to the site of an airport which the council

has established, or is about to establish, is not used in such manner as to cause interference
with, or danger or damage to, aircraft using the airport;

(b) for the purpose of providing or improving any road which is to be provided or improved in
pursuance of an order under Article 10 or for any other purpose for which land is required
in connection with such an order.

(4)  The power of a district council to acquire land compulsorily under paragraph (2) includes
power to acquire, by the creation of a new right, an easement or other right over land.

(5)  The powers conferred by paragraph (2) shall not be exercisable in relation to Crown land,
to the extent of the estate therein held by or on behalf of the Crown; and paragraphs (4) and (5) of
Article 16 apply for the purposes of this paragraph as they apply for the purposes of that Article.

(6)  If the Department is satisfied, with respect to any airport provided by a district council under
this Article, that it is necessary or expedient that the council should be empowered to carry on in
connection with the airport any particular business, being a business which appears to the Department
to be ancillary to the carrying on of an airport but which the council would not otherwise have power
to carry on, the Department may authorise that council, subject to such conditions, if any, as the
Department may think fit, to carry on that business in connection with the airport.

(7)  In this Article “provide” and “maintain” have the meanings assigned to them by section 147
of the Local Government Act (Northern Ireland) 1972(1).
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