
Changes to legislation: The Family Law (Northern Ireland) Order 1993, Section 4 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 05 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been
made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1993 No. 1576

The Family Law (Northern Ireland) Order 1993

Marriage

Marriage between certain persons related by affinity not to be void

4.—(1)  Article 18 of the Family Law (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Northern Ireland) Order 1984F1

(prohibited degrees of relationship) shall have effect subject to the following provisions of this
Article, being provisions so as to permit—

(a) the marriage of a man and a woman who is the grandmother of a former spouse of his or
is a former spouse of his grandson;

(b) the marriage of a woman and a man who is the grandfather of a former spouse of hers or
is a former spouse of her grand-daughter; and

(c) under certain conditions, the marriage of persons related in certain other degrees of affinity.

(2)  F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(3)  F2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(4)  In paragraph (2)(c) at the beginning there shall be inserted “in Part II,”.
(5)  After paragraph (2) there shall be inserted—

“(2A)  Subject to paragraph (2B), a marriage solemnized between a man and any of the
persons mentioned in the first column of Part II of that Table, or between a woman and any
of the persons mentioned in the second column of that Part II, is void.

(2B)  Any such marriage as is mentioned in paragraph (2A) is not void by reason only
of affinity if both the parties to the marriage have attained the age of 21 at the time of the
marriage and the younger party has not at any time before attaining the age of 18 been a
child of the family in relation to the other party.

(2C)  Subject to paragraph (2D), a marriage solemnized between a man and any of the
persons mentioned in the first column of Part III of that Table, or between a woman and any
of the persons mentioned in the second column of that Part III, is void.

(2D)  Any such marriage as is mentioned in paragraph (2C) is not void by reason only
of affinity if both the parties to the marriage have attained the age of 21 at the time of the
marriage and the marriage is solemnized—

(a) in the case of a marriage between a man and the mother of a former wife of his,
after the death of both the former wife and the father of the former wife;

(b) in the case of a marriage between a man and the former wife of his son, after the
death of both his son and the mother of his son;

(c) in the case of a marriage between a woman and the father of a former husband
of hers, after the death of both the former husband and the mother of the former
husband;

(d) in the case of a marriage between a woman and a former husband of her daughter,
after the death of both her daughter and the father of her daughter.
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(2E)  In this Article “child of the family”, in relation to any person, means a child who
has lived in the same household as that person and been treated by that person as a child
of his family.” .

(6)  In paragraph (3) for “paragraph (1) applies” there shall be substituted “paragraph (1), (2A)
or (2C) applies or a marriage to which paragraph (2B) or (2D) applies”.

(7)  Nothing in this Article shall affect any marriage solemnized before this Article comes into
operation.

F1 1984 NI 14
F2 Art. 4(2)(3) repealed (20.9.2006) by Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Northern Ireland) Order

2006 (S.I. 2006/1945 (N.I. 14)), arts. 1(3), 5(b)
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
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