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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1990 No. 593

The Companies (Northern Ireland) Order 1990

PART II
COMPANY ACCOUNTS

Provisions applying to companies generally

Publication of accounts and reports

12. The following Articles are inserted in Part VIII of the 1986 Order—

“Publication of accounts and reports

Persons entitled to receive copies of accounts and reports

246.—(1)  A copy of the company’s annual accounts, together with a copy of the
directors' report for that financial year and of the auditors' report on those accounts, shall
be sent to—

(a) every member of the company,
(b) every holder of the company’s debentures, and
(c) every person who is entitled to receive notice of general meetings,

not less than 21 days before the date of the meeting at which copies of those documents are
to be laid in accordance with Article 249.

(2)  Copies need not be sent—
(a) to a person who is not entitled to receive notices of general meetings and of whose

address the company is unaware, or
(b) to more than one of the joint holders of shares or debentures none of whom is

entitled to receive such notices, or
(c) in the case of joint holders of shares or debentures some of whom are, and some

not, entitled to receive such notices, to those who are not so entitled.
(3)  In the case of a company not having a share capital, copies need not be sent to anyone

who is not entitled to receive notices of general meetings of the company.
(4)  If copies are sent less than 21 days before the date of the meeting, they shall,

notwithstanding that fact, be deemed to have been duly sent if it is so agreed by all the
members entitled to attend and vote at the meeting.

(5)  If default is made in complying with this Article, the company and every officer of
it who is in default is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine.
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(6)  Where copies are sent out under this Article over a period of days, references
elsewhere in this Order to the day on which copies are sent out shall be construed as
references to the last day of that period.

Right to demand copies of accounts and reports

247.—(1)  Any member of a company and any holder of a company’s debentures is
entitled to be furnished, on demand and without charge, with a copy of the company’s last
annual accounts and directors' report and a copy of the auditors' report on those accounts.

(2)  The entitlement under this Article is to a single copy of those documents, but that is
in addition to any copy to which a person may be entitled under Article 246.

(3)  If a demand under this Article is not complied with within 7 days, the company
and every officer of it who is in default is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine and, for
continued contravention, to a daily default fine.

(4)  If in proceedings for such an offence the issue arises whether a person had already
been furnished with a copy of the relevant document under this Article, it is for the defendant
to prove that he had.

Requirements in connection with publication of accounts

248.—(1)  If a company publishes any of its statutory accounts, they must be
accompanied by the relevant auditors' report under Article 243.

(2)  A company which is required to prepare group accounts for a financial year shall
not publish its statutory individual accounts for that year without also publishing with them
its statutory group accounts.

(3)  If a company publishes non-statutory accounts, it shall publish with them a statement
indicating—

(a) that they are not the company’s statutory accounts,
(b) whether statutory accounts dealing with any financial year with which the non-

statutory accounts purport to deal have been delivered to the registrar,
(c) whether the company’s auditors have made a report under Article 243 on the

statutory accounts for any such financial year, and
(d) whether any report so made was qualified or contained a statement under

Article 245(2) or (3) (accounting records or returns inadequate, accounts not
agreeing with records and returns or failure to obtain necessary information and
explanations);

and it shall not publish with the non-statutory accounts any auditors' report under Article
243.

(4)  For the purposes of this Article a company shall be regarded as publishing a document
if it publishes, issues or circulates it or otherwise makes it available for public inspection
in a manner calculated to invite members of the public generally, or any class of members
of the public, to read it.

(5)  References in this Article to a company’s statutory accounts are to its individual or
group accounts for a financial year as required to be delivered to the registrar under Article
250; and references to the publication by a company of “non-statutory accounts” are to the
publication of—

(a) any balance sheet or profit and loss account relating to, or purporting to deal with,
a financial year of the company, or
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(b) an account in any form purporting to be a balance sheet or profit and loss account
for the group consisting of the company and its subsidiary undertakings relating
to, or purporting to deal with, a financial year of the company,

otherwise than as part of the company’s statutory accounts.
(6)  A company which contravenes any provision of this Article, and any officer of it

who is in default, is guilty of an offence and liable to a fine.”.
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