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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1987 No. 2049

The Consumer Protection (Northern Ireland) Order 1987

PART I
INTRODUCTORY

Title, commencement and transitional provision

1.—(1)  This Order may be cited as the Consumer Protection (Northern Ireland) Order 1987.
(2)  The following provisions, namely—

(a) Part I;
(b) Part II and Schedule 1;
(c) Article 28 and Schedule 2;
(d) paragraphs 3 and 7 of Schedule 3, and Article 35(1) in so far as it relates to those paragraphs

of that Schedule; and
(e) Article 35(2) and Schedule 4;

shall come into operation on 1st March 1988.
(3)  The remaining provisions of this Order shall come into operation on such day or days as the

Head of the Department may by order appoint.
(4)  An order under paragraph (3) may contain such transitional provisions as the Head of the

Department considers appropriate.
(5)  Nothing in this Order shall make any person liable by virtue of Part II for any damage caused

wholly or partly by a defect in a product which was supplied to any person by its producer before
the coming into operation of Part II.

(6)  Expressions used in paragraph (5) and in Part II have the same meanings in that paragraph
as in that Part.

Interpretation

2.—(1)  The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(1) shall apply to Article 1 and the
following provisions of this Order as it applies to a Measure of the Northern Ireland Assembly.

(2)  In this Order—
“aircraft” includes gliders, balloons and hovercraft;
“business” includes a trade or profession and the activities of a professional or trade association
or of a district council or other public authority;

(1) 1954 c. 33 (N.I.)
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“conditional sale agreement”, “credit sale agreement” and “hire-purchase agreement” have the
same meanings as in the Consumer Credit Act 1974(2) but as if in the definitions in that Act
“goods” had the same meaning as in this Order;
“the Department” means the Department of Economic Development;
“gas” means—
(a) any substance in a gaseous state which consists wholly or mainly of—

(i) methane, ethane, propane, butane, hydrogen or carbon monoxide;
(ii) a mixture of two or more of those gases; or
(iii) a combustible mixture of one or more of those gases and air; and

(b) any other substance in a gaseous state which is gaseous at a temperature of 15°C and
a pressure of 1013.25 millibars and is specified in an order made by the Department
subject to negative resolution;

“goods” includes substances, growing crops and things comprised in land by virtue of being
attached to it and any ship, aircraft or vehicle;
“information” includes accounts, estimates and returns;
“mark” and “trade mark” have the same meanings as in the Trade Marks Act 1938(3);
“modifications” includes additions, alterations and omissions;
“motor vehicle” has the same meaning as in the Road Traffic (Northern Ireland) Order 1981(4);
“notice” means a notice in writing;
“officer”, in relation to the Department, means a person authorised in writing to assist the
Department in carrying out its functions under or for the purposes of the enforcement of any
of the provisions made by or under Part III;
“personal injury” includes any disease and any other impairment of a person’s physical or
mental condition;
“premises” includes any place and any ship, aircraft or vehicle;
“records” includes any books or documents and any records in non-documentary form;
“ship” includes any boat and any other description of vessel used in navigation;
“subordinate legislation” means a statutory instrument as defined in section 1(d) of the
Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954(5);
“substance” means any natural or artificial substance, whether in solid, liquid or gaseous form
or in the form of a vapour, and includes substances that are comprised in or mixed with other
goods;
“supply” shall be construed in accordance with Article 3.

(3)  Section 68(2) of the Trade Marks Act 1938(6) (construction of references to use of a mark)
shall apply for the purposes of this Order as it applies for the purposes of that Act.

Meaning of “supply”

3.—(1)  Subject to the following provisions of this Article, references in this Order to supplying
goods shall be construed as references to doing any of the following, whether as principal or agent,
that is to say—

(2) 1974 c. 39
(3) 1938 c. 22
(4) 1981 NI 1
(5) 1954 c. 33 (N.I.)
(6) 1938 c. 22
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(a) selling, hiring out or lending the goods;
(b) entering into a hire-purchase agreement to furnish the goods;
(c) the performance of any contract for work and materials to furnish the goods;
(d) providing the goods in exchange for any consideration (including trading stamps) other

than money;
(e) providing the goods in or in connection with the performance of any statutory function; or
(f) giving the goods as a prize or otherwise making a gift of the goods;

and, in relation to gas or water, those references shall be construed as including references to
providing the service by which the gas or water is made available for use.

(2)  For the purposes of any reference in this Order to supplying goods, where a person (“the
ostensible supplier”) supplies goods to another person (“the customer”) under a hire-purchase
agreement, conditional sale agreement or credit-sale agreement or under an agreement for the hiring
of goods (other than a hire-purchase agreement) and the ostensible supplier—

(a) carries on the business of financing the provision of goods for others by means of such
agreements; and

(b) in the course of that business acquired his interest in the goods supplied to the customer
as a means of financing the provision of them for the customer by a further person (“the
effective supplier”),

the effective supplier and not the ostensible supplier shall be treated as supplying the goods to the
customer.

(3)  Subject to paragraph (4), the performance of any contract by the erection of any building
or structure on any land or by the carrying out of any other building works shall be treated for the
purposes of this Order as a supply of goods in so far as, but only in so far as, it involves the provision
of any goods to any person by means of their incorporation into the building, structure or works.

(4)  Except for the purposes of, and in relation to, any provision made by or under Part
III, references in this Order to supplying goods shall not include references to supplying goods
comprised in land where the supply is effected by the creation or disposal of an interest in the land.

(5)  Except in Part II, references in this Order to a person’s supplying goods shall be confined to
references to that person’s supplying goods in the course of a business of his, but for the purposes
of this paragraph it shall be immaterial whether the business is a business of dealing in the goods.

(6)  For the purposes of paragraph (5) goods shall not be treated as supplied in the course of a
business if they are supplied, in pursuance of an obligation arising under or in connection with the
insurance of the goods, to the person with whom they were insured.

(7)  References in Parts III and IV to supplying goods shall not include—
(a) references to supplying goods where the person supplied carries on a business of buying

goods of the same description as those goods and repairing or reconditioning them;
(b) references to supplying goods by a sale of articles as scrap (that is to say, for the value of

materials included in the articles rather than for the value of the articles themselves).
(8)  Where any goods have at any time been supplied by being hired out or lent to any person,

neither a continuation or renewal of the hire or loan (whether on the same or different terms) nor
any transaction for the transfer after that time of any interest in the goods to the person to whom
they were hired or lent shall be treated for the purposes of this Order as a further supply of the goods
to that person.

(9)  A ship, aircraft or motor vehicle shall not be treated for the purposes of this Order as supplied
to any person by reason only that services consisting in the carriage of goods or passengers in that
ship, aircraft or vehicle, or in its use for any other purpose, are provided to that person in pursuance of
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an agreement relating to the use of the ship, aircraft or vehicle for a particular period or for particular
voyages, flights or journeys.
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