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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1983 No. 150

The Quarries (Northern Ireland) Order 1983

INTRODUCTORY

Interpretation

2.—(1)  The Interpretation Act (Northern Ireland) 1954F1 shall apply to Article 1 and the following
provisions of this Order as it applies to a Measure of the Northern Ireland Assembly.

(2)  In this Order—
“agent” means any person having, on behalf of the owner or occupier, care or direction of any
quarry, or of any part of it;
“child” means a person under the age of 14;
“Department” means the Department of Economic Development;

[F2“the Executive” means the Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland;]

“inspector” means an inspector appointed by[F2 the Executive] under Article 21 of the Health
and Safety at Work (Northern Ireland) Order 1978F3 for carrying into effect the provisions of
this Order;
“machinery” includes any driving strap or band;
“occupier” means, in relation to any quarry, any person other than the owner who, for the time
being, is in actual use and occupation of a quarry, or of any part of it, for the purpose of getting
minerals from it;
F4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
“owner” means, in relation to any quarry, any person who is the immediate proprietor or the
lessee of the quarry or of any part of it, but does not include a person who merely receives a
royalty, rent or fine from a quarry, or is merely the proprietor of a quarry subject to any lease,
grant or licence for the working of it, or is merely the owner of the soil and not interested in
the minerals of the quarry;
“prescribed” means prescribed for the time being by the Department;
F4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
“quarry” means every place which is an excavation or system of excavations made for the
purpose of, or in connection with, the getting of minerals (whether in their natural state or in
solution or suspension) or products of minerals, not being by means wholly or substantially
involving the employment of persons below ground and not being merely a well or borehole
or a well and borehole combined;
F4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
F4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
“young person” means a person who has ceased to be child, and who is under the age of 18.
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(3)  For the purposes of this Order there shall, subject to paragraph (4), be deemed to form part of a
quarry so much of the surface (including buildings, structures and works on the surface) surrounding
or adjacent to the quarry as is occupied together with the quarry for the purpose of, or in connection
with, the working of the quarry, the treatment, preparation for sale, consumption or use, storage or
removal from the quarry of the minerals or products of the minerals gotten from the quarry or the
removal from the quarry of the refuse of the quarry.

(4)  For the purpose of this Order there shall not be deemed to form part of a quarry premises in
which a manufacturing process is carried on otherwise than for the purpose of the working of the
quarry or the preparation for sale of minerals gotten from the quarry.

(5)  For the purposes of this Order premises for the time being used for depositing refuse from
a single quarry, being premises exclusively occupied by the owner of that quarry shall be deemed
to form part of that quarry, and premises for the time being used for depositing refuse from 2 or
more quarries, being premises occupied by the owner of one of those quarries (either exclusively or
jointly with the owner of the other or any of the others) shall be deemed to form part of such one
of those quarries as[F2 the Executive] may direct.

(6)  For the purposes of this Order a railway line or siding serving a single quarry (not being a
railway line or siding falling within paragraph (3) or part of a railway within the meaning of the
Railway Employment (Prevention of Accidents) Act, 1990F5) shall be deemed to form part of that
quarry and a railway line or siding jointly serving 2 or more quarries (not being a railway line or
siding falling within paragraph (3) or a railway within the meaning of that Act of 1900) shall be
deemed to form part of such one of them as[F2 the Executive] may direct.

(7)  For the purposes of this Order—
(a) any dock, wharf, quay or landing stage adjacent to and belonging to a quarry and used for

the purposes of, or in connection with the quarry, and
(b) a conveyor or aerial ropeway provided for the removal from a quarry of minerals gotten

from, or refuse from the quarry,
shall be deemed to form part of the quarry.

(8)  For the purposes of this Order—
(a) the working of a quarry shall be deemed to include the operation of removing overburden

at the quarry;
(b) a quarry shall be deemed to be worked notwithstanding that the only operations carried

on at the quarry are operations carried on with a view to abandoning the quarry or for
the purpose of removing, or of preventing the flow from the quarry of, water or material
that flows when wet, but shall not be deemed to be worked by reason only that pumping
operations are carried on at the quarry for the purpose of supplying water to any person.

(9)  For the purposes of section 42 of the Northern Ireland Constitution Act 1973F6 (validity of
Acts of the Parliament of Northern Ireland), provisions of this Order which re-enact provisions of
an Act of the Parliament of Northern Ireland shall be deemed to be provisions of such an Act.

F1 1954 c. 33 (N.I.).
F2 SR 1999/150
F3 1978 NI 9
F4 In Art. 2(2) definition omitted (1.8.2006) by virtue of Quarries Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006

(S.R. 2006/205), regs. 1(1), 41(2)
F5 1900 c. 27.
F6 1973 c. 36.
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