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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 1675

The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

[F1PART 3
THE HOLDING OF PETTY SESSIONS]

F1 Art. 11 and Pt. 3 heading substituted (31.10.2016) by Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2015 (c. 9), s.
106(2), Sch. 1 para. 86(4) (with Sch. 8 para. 1); S.R. 2016/387, art. 2(k) (with art. 3)

[F1Petty sessions

11.—(1)  Sessions for the holding of courts of summary jurisdiction shall continue to be known
as petty sessions and are so referred to in this Order.

(2)  The Lord Chief Justice may give directions as to—
(a) the places at which petty sessions are to be held;
(b) the days on which petty sessions are to be regularly held;
(c) the ordinary hours of sitting of courts of summary jurisdiction;
(d) such other incidental, consequential, transitional or supplementary matters as appear to

the Lord Chief Justice to be necessary or proper.]

Holding of petty sessions in courthouse

12. Where a courthouse is provided or maintained under the Administration of Justice Act
(Northern Ireland) 1954F2 at any place fixed for the holding of petty sessions, the petty sessions shall
be held in that courthouse unless either—

(a) the[F3Lord Chief Justice] otherwise directs; or
(b) the resident magistrate presiding or who is to preside otherwise adjourns the sitting of the

court pursuant to the powers conferred on him by section 13 of that Act.

F2 1954 c. 9 (NI)
F3 Words in art. 12(a) substituted (3.4.2006) by Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (c. 4), ss. 15(2), 148(1),

Sch. 5 para. 64; S.I. 2006/1014, art. 2(a), Sch. 1

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/section/106/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/section/106/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/schedule/1/paragraph/86/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/schedule/8/paragraph/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/387
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/387/article/2/k
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisr/2016/387/article/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/apni/1954/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/section/15/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/section/148/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2005/4/schedule/5/paragraph/64
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1014
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1014/article/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2006/1014/schedule/1


Changes to legislation: 
The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981, PART 3 is up to date with all changes
known to be in force on or before 21 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into
force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with
annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Instrument am (prosp) by S.I. 1994/2795 (N.I.) arts.3(4)25
– Instrument am (prosp) by S.I. 1994/2795 (N.I.) art.3(5)Sch.1
– Instrument am (prosp) by S.I. 1994/2795 (N.I.) art.5(2)
– Instrument mod (prosp) by 1994 c. 33 s. 91(3)
– Instrument revoked by 1998 c. 41 s.74(1)(3)Sch.12 para.5Sch.14 Pt.I
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Chapters:
– Act amended by 1996 c. 25 s.79 Sch.4 para 30
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– Order applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not
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Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
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– Order power to modify conferred by 2015 c. 9 (N.I.) s. 24(5)(a) (see s 24(6))
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