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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 1675

The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

PART V
CRIMINAL JURISDICTION AND PROCEDURE

Jurisdiction to deal with offences

Summary trial of charges in and out of petty sessions

18.—(1)  Except as otherwise provided by this Article, a complaint charging a summary offence
or an indictable offence with which the court has decided to deal summarily under this Order or any
other enactment shall be heard and determined by a court of summary jurisdiction.

(2)  A resident magistrate, if satisfied that a person charged with a summary offence or with an
indictable offence which he has decided to deal with summarily in accordance with this Order or
any other enactment is unable to give bail for his appearance before a court of summary jurisdiction,
may hear and determine the complaint out of petty sessions.
Para. (3) rep. by 2002 c. 26

(4)  Procedure before a resident magistrate or[F1 lay magistrate] sitting out of petty sessions shall
be as before a court of summary jurisdiction and—

(a) a resident magistrateF1. . . so sitting may in relation to any matter which he has jurisdiction
to hear and determine under paragraph (2)F1. . . exercise all the powers of a court of
summary jurisdiction; and

(b) orders made by a resident magistrate or[F1 lay magistrate] so sitting shall have effect as
orders made by a court of summary jurisdiction F2....

F1 2002 c. 26
F2 Words in art. 18(4)(b) repealed (31.10.2016) by Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2015 (c. 9), s. 106(2),

Sch. 1 para. 86(7), Sch. 9 Pt. 1 (with Sch. 8 para. 1); S.R. 2016/387, art. 2(k)(m) (with art. 3)
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– Instrument mod (prosp) by 1994 c. 33 s. 91(3)
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– Act amended by 1996 c. 25 s.79Sch.4 para 30
– Act amended by 1996 c. 25 s.79Sch.4 para 30
– Order applied by S.R. 2007/199 reg. 19(6)
– Order applied (with modifications) by S.I. 2018/1125 reg. 8 (This amendment not

applied to legislation.gov.uk. S.I. 2018/1125, reg. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of
Private International Law (Implementation of Agreements) Act 2020 (c. 24), s. 4(3),
Sch. 5 para. 4(4))

– Order power to modify conferred by 2015 c. 9 (N.I.) s. 24(5)(a) (see s 24(6))
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
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– Sch. 6 para. 128-130 repealed by 2011 c. 15 (N.I.) Sch. 3 Pt. 2 (Amendment could
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– Sch. 6 Pt. 3 para. 170 repealed by S.I. 2007/916 (N.I.) Sch. 8 Pt. 1 (Amendment
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– art. 29(1)(s) inserted by 2024 c. 16 s. 4
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