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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 1675

The Magistrates' Courts (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

PART X
WITNESSES AND EVIDENCE

[F1Witnesses: criminal proceedings

[F1Further process to secure attendance of witnesses

118E.—(1)  If a magistrates' court is satisfied by evidence on oath that—
(a) a witness in respect of whom a witness summons is in force is unlikely to comply with

the summons; and
(b) the witness is likely to be able to give evidence likely to be material evidence or produce

any document or thing likely to be material evidence in the proceedings,
the magistrates' court may issue a warrant to arrest the witness and bring him before the court.

(2)  Where a witness who is required to attend before a magistrates' court by virtue of a witness
summons fails to attend in compliance with the summons, the magistrates' court may—

(a) in any case, cause to be served on him a notice requiring him to attend the court forthwith
or at such time as may be specified in the notice;

(b) if the court is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds for believing that he has failed
to attend without just excuse, or if he has failed to comply with a notice under sub-
paragraph (a), issue a warrant to arrest him and bring him before the court.

(3)  A witness brought before a magistrates' court in pursuance of a warrant under this Article
may be remanded by that court in custody or on bail (with or without sureties) until such time as the
court may appoint for receiving his evidence.

(4)  Where a witness attends a magistrates' court in pursuance of a notice under this Article, the
court may direct that the notice shall have effect as if it required him to attend at any later time
appointed by the court for receiving his evidence.]

F1 Art. 118-118E and cross-headings substituted (1.1.2012) for art. 118 and preceding cross-heading by
Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2011 c. 24 (NI), ss. 100(1), 111(3) (with s. 106(4), Sch. 6 para. 8); S.R.
2011/370, art. 3(f)
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