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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1981 No. 156

Housing (Northern Ireland) Order 1981

PART III
DEVELOPMENT FUNCTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE

CHAPTER IV

HOUSING ACTION AREAS

Declaration of housing action areas

52.—(1)  Where a report with respect to an area consisting mainly of housing accommodation
is submitted to the Executive by a person or persons appearing to the Executive to be suitably
qualified (whether or not that person is or those persons include an officer of the Executive) and,
upon consideration of the report and of any other information in its possession, the Executive is
satisfied that, having regard to—

(a) the physical state of the housing accommodation in the area as a whole, and
(b) social conditions in the area,

the requirement in paragraph (2) is fulfilled with respect to the area, the Executive may define the
area by reference to a map and, with the consent of the Department, declare it to be a housing action
area.

(2)  The requirement referred to in paragraph (1) is that the living conditions in the area are
unsatisfactory and can most effectively be dealt with within a period of 5 years so as to secure—

(a) the improvement of the housing accommodation in the area as a whole, and
(b) the well-being of the persons for the time being residing in the area, and
(c) the proper and effective management and use of that accommodation,

by declaring the area to be a housing action area.
(3)  In considering whether to take action under paragraph (1) the Executive shall have regard to

such guidance as may be given by the Department with regard to the identification of areas suitable
to be declared as housing action areas.

(4)  As soon as may be after declaring an area to be a housing action area, the Executive shall—
(a) publish in one or more than one newspaper circulating in the locality a notice identifying

the area and naming a place where a copy of the declaration, a map on which the area is
defined and any report concerning the housing action area may be seen at reasonable times;

(b) take such further steps as may appear to it best designed to secure that the declaration is
brought to the attention of persons residing or owning property in the area and that those
persons are informed of the address to which any inquiries and representations should be
made concerning any action to be taken with respect to the area; and

(c) send a copy of the declaration to the district council for the local government district in
which the housing action area lies.



Changes to legislation: 
Housing (Northern Ireland) Order 1981, Section 52 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 27 May 2023. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future
date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
– art.155 revoked by 1997 c. 32 s.46(2)Sch.9
– art.155 revoked by 1997 c. 32 s.46(2)Sch.9

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/32/section/46/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/32/schedule/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/32
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/32/section/46/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1997/32/schedule/9

