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Food Hygiene Rating Act
(Northern Ireland) 2016

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 4: Request for re-rating

This section provides operators of food business establishments with a right to
request a re-rating. The request, which can be made after the appeal period,
must be made in writing to the council that produced the rating; must include an
explanation of the steps taken to improve compliance and must be accompanied
by a fee (to be specified by the Department). Within three months of receiving
a request, the district council must inspect and review the rating (unless it
does not propose to do so, in which case it must inform the operator along
with an explanation). The outcome of the re-rating must be notified to the
operator within 14 days of the inspection and be accompanied with additional
information, including a new food hygiene rating sticker where the rating has
changed. District councils must inform the Food Standards Agency of ratings
within 34 days of carrying out the inspection who in turn must publish them on
its website within 7 days of the end of the appeal period. The Department can
make an order to limit the number of occasions on which the right to request a
review of a rating may be exercised.
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