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Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 9: Miscellaneous

Personal samples, DNA profiles and fingerprints

Section 84: Retention of material; persons convicted of an offence in
England and Wales or Scotland

This section will correct a gap identified in new Article 63G of PACE which
makes provision for the retention of DNA and fingerprints taken from persons
convicted of an offence outside Northern Ireland.  As currently enacted, Article
63G would not permit the retention of the DNA profile and fingerprints taken
from a person in Northern Ireland on the basis of a conviction recorded against
the person for a recordable, non-qualifying offence in England, Scotland or
Wales. New Article 63GA of PACE will ensure that DNA and fingerprints taken
in Northern Ireland may be retained by virtue of the existence of a conviction
in England, Scotland or Wales.
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