
These notes refer to the Reservoirs Act (Northern Ireland)
2015 (c.8) which received Royal Assent on 24 July 2015

Reservoirs Act (Northern Ireland) 2015

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 2 – Requirements for high consequence and medium consequence
reservoirs

Supervision by supervising engineer

Section 33 – Pre-commencement inspection report

A reservoir manager who has had an inspection of a high or medium
consequence reservoir undertaken prior to the commencement of the Reservoirs
Act may give the document relating to the inspection to the Department, for the
Department to consider whether it is ‘a pre-commencement inspection report’.
This would give it status under the Act, some aspects of which have been covered
in section 31. Subsection (1) details the matters about which the Department
must be satisfied for a document to be considered by it as a pre-commencement
inspection report. The matters are that the inspection must have been undertaken
and the document prepared by a civil engineer who was a member of a panel
of civil engineers established under section 4(1) of the Reservoirs Act 1975,
that the report was prepared sufficiently in accordance with criteria applied in
relation to an inspection under section 10 of the 1975 Act and that, the inspection
was carried out not more than 8 years before the relevant date. (The definition
of “the relevant date” in section 31(6) applies, namely the date on which the
reservoir concerned was first designated as high or medium consequence).

Subsection (2) requires the Department as soon as reasonably practicable
to decide whether or not it is satisfied a document is a pre-commencement
inspection report. Where the Department considers it appropriate it may consult
an appropriate panel engineer to assist in the decision making process.

Subsection (4) sets out the criteria which disqualify an engineer from being
consulted by the Department in relation to making its decision.

Subsection (5) requires the Department to give notice to the reservoir manager
of its decision and sets out the contents of the notice. Subsection (6) introduces
Schedule 1, which makes provision in relation to a review of the Department’s
decision.
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