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Criminal Justice Act (Northern Ireland) 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 12: Abolition of scandalising the judiciary as form of contempt of
court

Section 12(1) abolishes the common law offence of scandalising the judiciary
(also referred to as scandalising the court or scandalising judges) as a form
of contempt of court in Northern Ireland. Subsection (2) clarifies that conduct
which is a contempt of court (such as abuse of a judge in the face of the court
or that otherwise interferes with particular proceedings) and which would also
have been scandalising the judiciary, remains contempt of court.
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