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Water and Sewerage Services

(Amendment) Act (Northern Ireland) 2013

EXPLANATORY NOTES

BACKGROUND AND POLICY OBJECTIVES

3.

Theprimary reason for the Act isto ensurethat DRD continuesto make subsidy
payments to Northern Ireland Water (NI Water) in lieu of household water
charges. Under Article 213(3) of the Water & Sewerage Services (Northern
Ireland) Order 2006 (“the 2006 Order"), the Department is obliged to make
grantsto the undertaker equal to the amount of discountsprovided to consumers
inthe “initial period”.

Prior tothis Act theinitial period was 6 yearsfrom the coming into operation of
the 2006 Order. Thisprovision expired on 31 March 2013. ThisAct amendsthe
2006 Order by making theinitial period 9 yearsfrom the coming into operation
of the 2006 Order i.e. until 31 March 2016.

The Act aso enables water and sewerage undertakers to record their intention
to carry out certain works on private land on the Statutory Charges Register
held by Land Registers NI. Under Article 220 of the 2006 Order, water and
sewerage undertakers are empowered to lay certain pipesand sewerson private
land and carry out certain other works in support of that power. Before doing
so, they are required to give notice to owners and occupiers. This Act requires
noticesrelating to these powersto beregistered in the statutory charges register
which provides purchasers of land with an easy method of checking whether a
property is affected by various statutory restrictions.



