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Assembly Members (I ndependent
Financial Review and Standards)
Act (Northern Ireland) 2011

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 2: The Northern Ireland Assembly Commissioner for Standards

Section 31: Offences

This section creates a number of offences in relation to refusals to provide or
otherwisefailing to give evidence in accordance with arequest under section 28.
It would a so be an offenceto refuse to take an oath or make an affirmation under
section 30. Inthe case of refusalsto attend, give evidence or produce documents,
the section provides for adefence of reasonable excuse. Maximum penatiesfor
an offence under this section will be afine up to level 5 (£5,000) on the standard
scale or three months' imprisonment.
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