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2011 CHAPTER 16

PART 2
PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

Promotion of welfare

Licensing or registration of activities involving animals

12.—(1)  A person must not carry on an activity to which this subsection
applies except under the authority of a licence for the purposes of this section.

(2)  Subsection (1) applies to an activity which—
(a) involves animals for which a person is responsible, and
(b) is specified for the purposes of the subsection by regulations made by the

Department.
(3)  A person must not carry on an activity to which this subsection applies

unless registered for the purposes of this section.
(4)  Subsection (3) applies to an activity which—

(a) involves animals for which a person is responsible, and
(b) is specified for the purposes of the subsection by regulations made by the

Department.
(5)  Regulations under subsection (2) or (4) may only be made for the purpose

of securing the welfare of animals for which a person is responsible, or the
progeny of such animals.

(6)  A person commits an offence if that person contravenes subsection (1)
or (3).
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(7)  The Department may by regulations make provision about licences or
registration for the purposes of this section.

(8)  Regulations under subsection (7) may repeal Articles 12 and 13 of
the Dogs (Northern Ireland) Order 1983 (NI 8) (which impose registration
requirements in relation to dog breeding establishments).

(9)  Before making regulations under this section, the Department must
consult such persons appearing to it to represent any relevant interests as the
Department considers appropriate.

(10)  Schedule 2 (which makes provision about regulations under this section)
has effect.
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