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Children (Leaving Care)
Act (Northern Ireland) 2002

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 4 – Advice and assistance for certain children and young persons
aged 16 or over

Article 35C - Information

Article 35C provides for the necessary communication and liaison between
authorities in respect of care leavers who move from one authority area to
another. It replaces the notification provisions previously found in Article 37(3)
and (4) of the Children Orderbefore amendment by the Act.

Paragraph (1) requires authorities to notify each other in certain circumstances.
If an authority is under a duty to keep in touch with an “eligible”, “relevant”
or “former relevant” child and becomes aware that he or she proposes to live,
or does live, in the area of another authority, it must inform the other authority.
An authority is under the same duty if it is advising or assisting a young person
under Article 35A or 35B of the Children Order.

Paragraph (2) provides that if a young person ceases, after reaching the age
of 16, to be accommodated by or on behalf of a voluntary organisation or in a
private children’s home or in accommodated mentioned in Article 35(2)(d) of
the Children Order, then the person providing the accommodation must inform
the authority in whose area the young person proposes to live.
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