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SCHEDULE W

THE CONVENTION, PROTOCOLS, DECLARATIONS AND RESERVATIONS

PART 2 W

PROTOCOLS

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD ON
THE SALE OF CHILDREN, CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

Article 8
1 States Parties shall adopt appropriate measures to protect the rights and interests of

child victims of the practices prohibited under the present Protocol at all stages of
the criminal justice process, in particular by:

(a) recognizing the vulnerability of child victims and adapting procedures to
recognize their special needs, including their special needs as witnesses;

(b) informing child victims of their rights, their role and the scope, timing and
progress of the proceedings and of the disposition of their cases;

(c) allowing the views, needs and concerns of child victims to be presented
and considered in proceedings where their personal interests are affected,
in a manner consistent with the procedural rules of national law;

(d) providing appropriate support services to child victims throughout the legal
process;

(e) protecting, as appropriate, the privacy and identity of child victims and
taking measures in accordance with national law to avoid the inappropriate
dissemination of information that could lead to the identification of child
victims;

(f) providing, in appropriate cases, for the safety of child victims, as well as
that of their families and witnesses on their behalf, from intimidation and
retaliation;

(g) avoiding unnecessary delay in the disposition of cases and the execution of
orders or decrees granting compensation to child victims.
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