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An A& to aiter, explain, amend, and render more
- effe@ual, an A&, paffed in the Twenty-mnth Year
~of the Reign of.His late Majefty King George the
Second, intituled, An A for draining and pre-
 [erving certain Fenn Lands in the e of Ely and
County of Nortolk, lying between The Hundred

- Foot Ruver and z‘Z)e Ouze, and bounded on the South
by the Hard Lands of Mepall, Wicham, Went-

- worth, Wichford, Ely, Downham, a»d Littleport;
and for empowering. the Governor, Baz/zﬁ's, and Com~
monalty of the CGompany of Confervators of the Great
Level of the Fens, commonly called Bedtord Level,

10 fe// certain Lands lying within the Limits afore—'
- Jaid, commanly ca//ed Invefted Lands.

. [Iéth May 1800.]
[Laf. §F Per.] gM . WHEREAS
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PHEREAS an A& was pafled in the Twenty-ninth Year of the
Reign of His late Majefty King George the Second, intituled,
' An A for draining and preferving certain Fen Lands in the Iﬂe
of Ely and County of Norfolk, ling between the Hundred Foot River gud
the Ouze, and bounded on the South by the Hard Lands of Mepall, Wicham,
Wentworth, Wichford, Ely, Downham, and Littleport; and for em-
powering thbe Governor, Bm[ 115, and Cﬁmmmzzky of the Company of Confer-
vators of the. Great Level of the Fens, commonly called Bedford Level, o
[l certain Lands lying within the Limits aforefaid, commonly called Invefted
Lands, whereby certain Commifiioners were appointed for putting the
fame in Execution; and the faid Commiffioners were empowered to affefs,
rate, tax, and charge all and fingolar the Fen Lands and Low Grounds
in the Diftri&t therein particulatly defcribed with a yearly Sum not ex-
ceeding One Shilling per: Acre, nor lefs than Eight-pence per. Acre, for ,
every Acre of the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, until all the Money
L which fhould be borrowed for the Purpofes of the faid A&, with the In-
| tereft thereof, fhould be difcharged : And whereas the faid Commiffioners
have made feveral Cuts, Drams, and Outlets, and ereted leveral Lin-
- gines, and made feveral Banks, and done other Works, in, through, and
upon the {aid Fen LLands and Low Grounds, for draining and prc:fervmg
the fame, and have affefled the f{aid ILands and Grounds with the feveral
Rares and Taxes authorized by the faid recited A& : And whereas for
~ the Purpofe of making and preferving the faid Works of Drainage, the
{aild Commiflioners have borrowed feveral Sums of Money upoa the Se-
curity of the Rates and Taxes chargeable upon the faid l.ands and
Grounds, and have affigned over the faid Rates .and Taxes for {ccuring
the Monies fo borrowed with the Intereft thereof, and a confiderable Debr
now remains due upon the Afignment ot the faid Rates and T'axes, and
~ otherwile, on account of the faid Lands and Grounds: And whereas the
faid Liands and Grounds might be further greatly improved by additional
Works of Dramage, but the Rates and Taxes authorized to be raifed by
the faid A& have been found infufficient for the Payment of the Intereft
of the Monies already borrowed, and for maintaining and keeping in Re-
pair the prefent Works ; and the Powers given to the faid Commiflion-
ers are alfo found to be infufficient for the effectual Drainage and Prefer-
vation of the faid Lands and Grounds; and the Mode of appointing the
- Commiflioners 1s found to be inconvenient; and it is therefore neceflary
to repeal certain Parts of the faid A&, and to make fome Alterations and L
Amendments 1n other Parts, and- alfo to make fome additional Works -
and Drains for the more fectual draining and preferving of the . {aid
Lands and Grounds, -and to lay additional Taxes on the faid Lands and
Grounds, in order to raife Money to anfwer the faid Purpoles: May it
tbereforc pleafe your Majefty that it may be cnaéted; and be it enaéted
by the King’s moft Excellent Majeity, by and with the Advice and Con-
fent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, ia this prefent.
éertai‘n Pro- Parliament aflembled, and by the Authority of the fame, That fo much
potons it the  of the faid recited A& as relates to the Appointment and Qualification of -
' repealed, Commiflioners for putting the {fame in Execution, and as relates to the
' Payment of the Expences of the faid Commiffioners upon Account of
thetr Attendance at any of the Meeting:, and as relatés to the roading,
fcourmg, cleanfing, opening, and repairing any of the Dykes and 'lun-‘
nels in che {aid Act mentzoncd and as relates to the Detcrmlnanon of Dif-
3 ferences

Preambie.
2g Geo, 111
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 ferences between the faid Commiffioners and any other Perfon or Perfons
relpecting any Matter done in purfuance of the faid A&, or the Powers

therein congained, or any Thing in anywile relating thereto, thall be, and
- the fame is hereby repealed.,

IT. And be it further enatted, That, from and immediately after the Appointment
paffing of this Act, the Lord Bithop of £J for the Time being, the Lord and Quaiifica-
or Lords, Lady or Ladies of the {everal and refpetive Manors ot Coveney, }:l‘iﬁigne;l“'
Littleport, Upwell, Soutkbery, Hilgay, and Denver, for the.Time being; the
Re&ors of Downbam, Wentworth, Mepall, Coveney, Welney, Samber_y, Hil-
gay, and Denver, for the Time being; the Vicars of Lirtleport, Wicham, -
and Wichford, for the Time being; and all other the Reétors, Vicars, and
Lords or Ladies of Manors for the Time being, of the {everal and re
fpettive Parifhes and Manors within the Limits defcribed 1n the faid A&,

(in refpeét of their faid feveral and refpe&ive Parithes and Manors) or; in
their Abfence, the feveral and refpetive Stewards or Agents of the faid
Lord Bifhop, and of the fail Lords or Ladies of Manors, Rectors, and
Vicars, to be feverally appointed by Writing under the Hands of {uch
Lords or Ladies of Manors, Reftors, and Vicars refpeltively ; an Agent
appointed by the Dean and ‘Chapter of Ely under their Gommon Seal ;
and every Perfon who for the Time being fhall be bond fide feifed or po['-
feffed in his own Right, of Fifty Acres of Land, fubject to be taxed by
~ virtue of the faid recited A& and of this prefent A&t, lying within the {aid

Limits, {hall be Commifftoners to put the faid recited Act and this Act in

Executlon
i

1. And be it furtber enalted, That every Perfon who fhall be boni owners of
ﬁde {eifed or pofiefled as aforefaid of Ninety Acres of Land, lying within Ninety Aeres
the {aid Limits, and fubjeét to be taxed by virtue of the fatd recited A& Se";‘fﬁy to act
or of .this prefent: A&, may, and every fuch Perfon is hereby authorized lfﬂ their Ab-

- to appoint, by ertlncr under his or her Hand, an Agent to be a
Commiflioner for execm1n0' the faid A& and this Act, and ‘that all and
every Perfon and Perfons o appointed fhall, during the Pleafure of the
{aid Owner or refpective Owners, and the Time that fuch Owner or
Owners fhall be o feifed or:! poffeffed as aforefaid, likewife be, and he -
and they is and are hereby appointed a CDmmliﬁoner and Commlf-
fioners for the Purpofes aforefaid, but to act only in the Abfence of the

Owner or Owners by whom fuch Agent or Agents thall refpectively be fo
-appoznted | -

IV. And be it further enacted That if any Perfon or Perfons, not penan on
being qualified by fome One of the Means hercin-hefore prefcribed, fhall a&mgi not
~act as a Commiffioner or Commiffioners in the Execution of this or the o8-
faid recited Act, he or they fhall, for every fuch Offcnce, forfeit and pay
the Sum of Flfty Pounds, to be recovered, with full Cofts of Suit, by
any Perfon or Perfons who thall inform or fue for the famé, in any of His
Majelty’s Courts of Record at #gfiminfter, or in the Court of Pleas to be
held within the laid Jfle of Ely, by Bill, Plaint, Suit, or Information wherein
no Effvign, Protection, Privilege, or Wager of Law, nor more than
One Imparlan(‘e hall be allowed ; ; and in fuch Acton or Sutt it fhall
be only neceffary for the Plaintiff or Informer to prove that the De- -
fendant acted as fuch Commiflioner in the Execution of this or the
faid recited Act; and a Verdict fhall be found againft the Defendant or

Dcfendants,
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Defendants, unlefs he or they fhall prove, in his or their Defence, that he

or they were, at the Time of his or their fo acting, properly qualified to
act, according to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act.

V. And be it forther enacted, That in all Cafes where any Difpute {hall
arile between the faid Comm:fﬁoners and any other Perfon or Perfons,
refpecting any Matter or Thing done or to be done in purfuance of the
faid former Act or of ‘this Acr, or the feveral Powers therein or herein
contained, cr any Thing in anywife relating thereto, the fame fhall be
from Time to Time adjuiged, and finaily determined, by the Juftices of
the Peace, or the major Part of them, at any General Quarter Seflions of
the Peace to’ be holden tor the County or Place where the Lands in re-
{pect of which any fuch Difpute fhall arife do lie, within Six Calendar
Months next after the Caufe of Complaint fhall have arifen ; and fuch
Jultices, in their faid General Quarter Seflions refpectively, are hereby
required to hear and determine the Matter of {uch Difpute, ana to make
fuch Order therein, and to award fuch Cofts as to them in their  Difcre-
tion fhall feem reafonable, and by their Order or Warrant to levy the
Colts which fhall be fo awarded by Diltrefs and Sale of the Goods and |
Chattels of the Party or Parties liable to pay.the fame, wherever the fame
fhall be found, rendering the Overplus (if any) to the Owner or Owners

of fuch Goods or Chattels, after deducting the reafonable Charges of

fuch Diftrefs and Sale; which Determination of the faid Juftices (hall

be final and conclufive to all Pajyties concerned, and fhall not be re-

moved or removeable by Certiorari, or any other Writ or Procefs what-

ioever, into any of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at We ﬂmmﬁer

VI. And be it further enacted, That it thall be lawful for the faid

Commiffioners, or any Seven or more of them, at all and every or any

of their Meeting or Meetings, to affels, rate, tax, and charge all and
every the refpective Owner or Owners, Occupler or Occupters, of all and -

| fingular the faid Fen Lands, fo bounded and defcribed as in the fa:d Act

mentioned, (excepting fuch Lands as by the faid Act are exempted. from

‘the Paymcnt of Taxes), by an equal and proportionate Tax, not exceed-
ing Sixpence per Acre for cach Year, for:the better and more effectual
.carrying on and effecting the Works of draiming and preferving the fame,
-and allo with fuch further Tax as 1s hereafter directed ; which {aid Taxes
fhall be levied, raifed, and collected, in Addition to, and over and above

Additional
‘lax t r mak.
g Or repair-
1ng Outnde
Works only.

the Tax with which the faid Fen Lands are now chargeable by the faid
recited Act, and which additional Taxes fhall continue to be charged and

paid yearly and every Year {o-long as it fhall be neceflarv, in order to,

carry into Fffect the Purpofes of this Act, and fhall be recovered and re-
coverable in fuch and the fame Manner, and by fuch and .the fame Ways
and Means, to all Intents and Purpoles, as by the {aid recited Act 1s pro-

vided with refpect to the Rates and Taxes thereby authorized to be laid

and afleflcd, and as hereafier directed. _ .

- VII. And mhereas the Bank called T4e Hmdr:rd Foot Bank, which de-
fends the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, or Diftrict, is at prefent
much weakened and out “of Repair, and the.faid Diftrice has of late
Years been frequently inundated by the Breaches from Time to Time
made in the faid Bank, and the OQutfall between WWelmore Lake and Sal-
ter’s Load 1s mluﬁicmnt to carry off the Waters' therefrom 1n the Tlmcn

of

4 1
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of great Floods, whereby the Owners and Occupiers of the faid Fen
Lands and Low Grounds have {uftained great and frequent Lofles : Aad
whereas the faid Bank and Outfall are Part of Works belonging to
- the faid Corporation of the faid Great Level called Bedford Level, and it
may happen that the Funds of the {aid Corporation may be inadequate to
the thorough Repair of the faid Bank, and the Improvement of the. faid
Outfall, withour fome Affiftance from the Owners and Occupiers of the

{aid Fen Lands and Low Grounds ; be it therefore further enacted, That.
a Meeting of . the faid Commiffioners fhall be holden on the Firlt 7Zedne/-

601

day in the Month of April in every Year, at the Shire Hall in Ely aforefaid,
(publick Notice whereot {hall be given by the Clerk to the faid Commif-

fioners, and figned by him, and inferted by him in the Cambridge Chronicle
and Fournal, or fome other Newfpaper ufuvally circulated in the faid County
of Cambridge, Three fucceflive Weeks immediately preceding fuch Meet-
ing), at which Meeting it fhall be taken into Confideration by the faid

Commiffioners, orany Seven or more of them, what Part of the faid laft. .

mentioned Works it will be prudent for the faid Commiffioners to join the
faid Corporation in repatring'or altering, and alfo what other outer Works
it may be neceflary for the faid Commiffioners to make, alter, or repair,
or to join the faid Corporation in making, altering, or repairing for the
better and- more effetual draining and preferving of the faid Fen Lands

and Low Grounds; and.it thall and may be lawful for the faid Commifs

fioners, or any Seven or more of them; at fuch Meeting, or any Adjourn-
- ment or Adjournments.of the fame, to make fuch Order in relation to the
Premifes as they fhall fee megt, and alfo from Time to Time, (as there
fhall be ;Occafion), to affefs, rate, tax, and charge all and every the re-
ipeCtive Owner or Owners, Occupier or Occupiers of all and fingular the
Fen Lands and Low Grounds compriled in:the faid recited A& (as well
thole called Exempt Lands, and mentioned in the Schedule to the faid re-
“cited A&, and thereby exempted from the Taxes impofed by the faid re-

cited Act, as all other the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds comprifed in’ .'
the faid Diftrict, and in the faid recited A&t mentioned, except as here-

after provided), by an equal and proportionable Tax, in any Rate or Sum
not exceeding Sixpence per Acre for-each Year, and for {0 many Years as
may be found neceffary, for the Purpofe of making, altering, or repair-

ing any {uch new or other outer Works, or of joining the faid Corpo-:
ration In repairing or altering their faid laft mentioned outer Works, or.
in' making, altering, or repairing any new or other outer Works, for

the better Draining and Improvement of the faid Fen Lands and Low
Grounds. . - |

~ VIII. And be it further enalted, That the faid laft mentioned Rate
or Tax fhall be over and above, and in addition to the other Taxes

The Iaft Tax

to be over and
above all _ .

in and Dy the faid recited A¢t and this prefent A& impofed, and that others.

the fame fhall be, from Time to Time, levied, raifed, collected, and paid,

in purfuance of the Order or Orders made at the faid Meetinﬁf'of the faid

Commiflioners herein-before directed to be holden on the Firlt Wednefday

in the Month of April in every Year, or any Adjournment or Adjourn~

ments of the faid Meeting, and in {uch Proportions, Manner, and Form
as fhall be dire¢ted by the faid Commiflioners, or any Seven ‘or more of

them,: and fhall be, from Time to Time, applied for the exprefs Purpofes

herein-before mentioned concerning the fame, and for no other Purpofe
whatever. |

~ [Loc. & Per.] o » N ‘ - IX. And
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EJ"}T new - I1X. And be’it further enacted, That the faid Commiffioners fha]l as.
- foon as conveniently may be after the paffing of this A¢t, caufe Two new

erected above -
Oxload, Mills or Engines, working a double Lift, to be erefted above a certain

Place wuhm the {aid Diftrict called O.'f!md

- Commiffion- X. And be it further ena&ed That 1t {hal] and may be lawful for

e _
ed to make a. the faid Commiflioners, or any Seven or more of them, to make or

Catchwater  caufe to be made a {ufficient Cut or Catchwater Drain, or Cuts or

prunor  Catchwater Drains, on the Weft Side of Grunty Fen Drain, through
the Weft Side the Lands or Grounds of any Perfon “or Perfons lying within all or

%ﬁ:‘:mf 1o any of the Parifhes before meéntioned, for the Purpofe of catching and
Hundred Foot cfonveymg the highland Waters to the faid laft mentioned Mills or Ean-
River. o1nes, or into the Hundred Faat River, as to them the faid Commlfﬁuncrs{-

fhalfctrn meet, oL v

Sametobeun. - XI.  Provided always, and be it further ena&ed That all fuch laft
;’g‘ fllf‘ég,?iff- mentloned Cut or Cuts, Catchwater Drain or Drams, and all Staunches,
the Supecin.  Shuices;, and other Works whatever relating to the Premiles, fhall be
tendant of the made and remain under the Direétions. Order, Management, and Con-

ﬁi‘ﬁ{i’éﬁﬁi‘i’f’ troul of the {uperintending Officer. for the Time being of the Works be-
Works. longing to the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty of the faid Com-

pany of Confervators of the faid Great Level of the Fens, commonly
called Bedford Level, and that they the faid Commiffioners fhall caufe
proper Bridges and Roadways to be put down and placed over fuch
Parts of the faid laft mentioned Cut or Cuts, Catchwater Drain or Drains,
as the f{aid Officer fhall in his Difcretion appoint and require ; and thac
they the faid Commiflioners fhall; from Time to Time, kcep all fuch

o Brldges and Roadways i good and proper Repalr.

Commiffion- - XII. And be it further ena&ed That the 131d Cc:)mrmﬂ~ ioners (hall*

€i's ay agree havc full Power and Authonty to agree with the Proprietors of, and Per- °

tor the Pur.
chafe of Lands, fOns interefted in any Lands, Tenements, or Heréditaments, which the

g:rsf;aiiiﬂ;g" fald Commiffioners fhall judge neceffary to be cut for the Purpofe of
, L making the laid laft mentioned Cut or Cuts, Drain or Drains, for the
Purchare of tuch Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments, or for the Re-

compence to be made to fuch Proprietors and Perlons interefted, for the

Damages they may f{uftain thereby, and alfo to fettle and alcertain in

| what Proportion the Sum or Sums {o agreed for fhall be paid to the
22316; E’ﬂg; feveral Perfons interefted in the Premifes; and it thall be lawful for all
att for. Bodies Politick, Corporate, or Collegla[e, Corpurations Aggregate or

contraét for
Sale of Lands, Sole, Hufbands, Guardians, Trultees, and Feoffces in Truft, Commit-

or Compenfa- .5, Executors, Admlmﬂ:rators, and all” other Truitees what{oever, not

tion for Da. . : .
mages..  only for and on Behalf of themielves, their Heirs, and Succeflfors, but

alfo for and on Behalf of their Ceftuique Trufts, whether Infants or Iffue
unborn, Lunatucks, Idiots, Femes Co'vert, or other Perfon or Perions,
. who are or fhall be feiled or interefted in their own Rights, and to and
for all and every Perfon and Perfons whomioever, who are or fhall

be feifed, poflefled of, or interefted in any f{uch Land.s, Tenements, or
Hecreditamients, to contraét for, fell, and convey unto the faid Commif
fioners, or to, fuch Perfon or Perlons as they fhail appoint, any Lands,
Tenements, or Hereditaments, for the Purpoles aforefaid, or to agree

with the faid Commiflioners under this A&, for any Recompence or
COﬂ]pcn-
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Compenfation to be made for the Damages which may be dooe to} any
fuch Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments by the Means aforefjid
and .all fuch Contraéts, Sales, Conveyances, and :Agraements fhall} be
valid and effe¢tual in Law, to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever, fany
Law, Statute, Ufage, or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding ; @&nd
all Bodies Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, and all Perfons whofoever,
are hereby indemnified for what they or any of them (hall lawfully do yn |
purfuance of this’A&; but if 1t fhall happen that any fuch Body Polji- Perfons refufs
tick, Corporate, or Collegiate, Truftee or Lruftees, or cther Perfon oy ;gg‘;’;“ﬁi‘i‘-ﬁf"
Perfons interefted or concerned as aforefaid, fhall, for the Space of Forty; - '
Days after Notice in Writing given to the principal Officer or Oﬂicers\;_
of fuch Body Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, or to fuch Truftee or \

. Truftees, Perfon or Perfons refpeQively, or left at his, her, or their \
refpe&ive Place or Places of Abode, or ar the Houfe of the Tenant or .
Tenants, Occupler or Occupters of fuch Lands, Tenements, or Here-
ditaments, neglect or refufe to treat, or fhall not agree with the faid k
Commiflioners, or by reafon of Abfence fhall be prevented from rtreating
then and in every fuch Cafe the.faid Commiffioners may, and they are Somraiffion-
hereby authorized and empowered, Fourteen Days at lealt before any to the Sefl-ons
General Quarter Seflions of the Peace to be holden for the faid [fle of Ely, 5 aicertan
within Twelve Calendar Months after the Lands or Grounds fthall have and Amount
been ufed or fuch Damage done, 1o give or caufe to be given to the ofDamages.
Party or Parties whofe Land or Ground fhall -have been uled; or who |
fhall have {uftained fuch Damage or Injury, or leave or caufe to be left at
his or their laft or ufual Place or Places of Abode refpetively, or at the
-Place of Abode of the Tenant or Tenants in Pofleflion of the Premifes,

a' Notice in Writing, purporting that the Value of {uch Land or Ground,
and the Amount of the Damage or Injury fuftained, will be adjufted
and fettled by a Jury at the faid Seffions; and the Juftices at their faid The Juftices
Seflions, or any Adjournment thereof, fhall, and are hereby authorizéd 3‘:1:?;“;?;{‘;:&
and required to charge the Jury which fhall attend at fuch Seffions, or Damages:
fome other Jury of Twelve honeft and fubftantial Men, to be then and
there impannelled and returped by the Chief Baibff of the faid Ifle,
and caufe them to be fworn-well and truly on their Oaths to affefs the
. Value of the Land or Ground, and the Recompence to be given for the
fame, or for any Damage or Injury fuftained as aforefaid, to the refpec-
tive Perfon or Perfons, Bodies Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, hav-
ing ‘any lIntereft therein, or to the Owner or Owners thereof, according
to their refpeftive Interefts, to which faid Juries the faid Commiffioners-
and all Parties interefted in the {aid Lands, fhall have their lawful Chal- |
lenges when they come to be {worn; and the Clerk of the Peace for the witneffesto
faid 1fle is hereby authorized and empowered, upon Application made to be fummoned.
him by any of the Parties interefted, by Subpcena or Summons under
his Hand, to call before the Juftices at {fuch Selfions, or any Adjourn-
‘ment thereof, any Perfon or Perfons who fhall be thought proper to be
examined touching or concerning the Premifes, and the faid Jury upon
their Oaths, (which Oaths, .and allo the Oaths to be taken by the Per-
{fons who f{hall appear, or be fummonéd to be examined and give Evi-
~ dence as aforefatd, the {aid Juftices at their Seflions are hereby empowéri
ed and required to adminifter), thall afcertain and award the Recompence
to be given for the faid Land or Ground, or any Damage or Injury which
fhall have been done as aforefaid, to the refpective Perfon or Perfons,

Bodies
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Juftices o give Bodig:s Politick, Corporate, or Collegiate, or Owner or Owners thereof's.
judgement; and §he faid Juitices fhall and may give Judgement according to the Ver-. ,

the fame to be dif: fof the faid Jury ; and the Judgement thereupon declared and pro-;
Bnal, nougced by the faid Jultices, fhall finally bind and be conclufive to. the-
faidf Commiffioners, and all Perfons and Parties interefted in the faid
Lajnds or Grounds, and fhall be entered and kept among the Records
of { the Quarter Seflions for the faid Ile, and the fame, or true Copies
thizreof, being figned by the Clerk of the Peace for the faid Ifle, fhall
b¢ deemed and taken as good Evidence 1n all Courts of Law or Equity ;.
afnd all Perfons may have Recourfe thereto, or take Copies thereof, or
ixeralts therefrom, on paying the ufual Fees paid in Calfes of the like

;!Nature. * |
Expencesof, -~ XIII. And be it further enalted, That in all Cafes where any Verdilt
{‘,‘ﬁgn‘g{j‘f)dy fhall be given for any greater Sum or Recompence than fhall have been z
whom to bg. offered by or on the Behalf of the {faid Commiflioners, before. the No-.
paids 7 tice of the-intended Application to be made to the faid Seffions for or
1 in refpet of any of the Matters aforefaid, that then all the Expences;
' of fuch Application, including the Charges of Witneffes, fhall le paid
by the faid Commiffioners, out of the Rates and Taxes to be raifed
by virtue of this A& ; but if any Verdict fhall be given for no more,
or for alefs Sum than fhall have been fo previoufly offered by o: on
the Behalf of the faid Commiffioners, then and in every fuch Cale,
fuch Expences fhall be paid by the Owners of or Perlons interefted
- in the Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments and Premifes, upon or in re-
arid fettled by fpect of which fuch Application fhall have been made; all which Expences
the Juttices.  fha]l be regulated, fettled, and .allowed by the Juftices in'Seffions before

whom the Matter fhall be heard and determined.

Applicationof ~XIV. And be it further enaéted, That if any Money fhall be agreed
52;‘:"3&; or awarded to be paid for  any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments,
exceeding  purchafed, taken, or ufed by virtue of the Powers of this A¢t for the -
r2004  Pyrpofes thereof, which fhall belong to any Corporation, Feme Covert,
| Infant, Lunatick, or Perfon or Petfons under any other Difability or In.
capacity as herein mentioned, fuch Money fhall, in cafe the fame ex-
ceed the Sum of Two hundred Pounds, with “all convenient Speed, be
paid into the Bank of England, in the Name and with the Privity of.
the Accountant General of the High Court of Chancery, to be placed
to his Account there ex parte the faid Commiffioners, to the Intent that
{fuch Money tfhall be applied under the Direction, and with the Appro-
bation of the faid Court, to be fignified by an Order made upon a Pe-
tition to be preferred in a fummary Way, by the Perfon or Perfons who
would have been entitled to the Rents and Profits of the faid Lands, Tc-
nements, or Hereditaments, in the Difcharge of any Debt or Debts, or.
Part thereof, affe@ing the fame Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments, or
affe@ting other Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments ftanding fettled
therewith, to the fame or the like Ufes, Intents, or Purpofes, o» where
fuch Money fhall not be {o applied, then the fame fhall be laid out and
invefted under the like Dire@ion and Approbation of the faid Court in
the Purchafe of other Meffuages, Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments,- .
which fhall be conveyed and fettled to, for, and upon fuch and the like
Ufes, Trufts, Intents, and Purpofes, and in the fame Manner as the Mel-.
* * : {uages,
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fuages, Lands, Tenements, and Hereditaments which thall be fo' purchafed o
taken, or ufed as aforefaid, ftood fettled or limited, or fuch of them as at
the Time of making fuch Conveyance and Setclement: (hall be exifting
undetermined and capable of taking Effect; and in the mean Time and
until fuch Purchafe fhall be made the faid Money fthall, on the Re-
queft of any Three or mare of the faid Commiffioners in Writing, {igned
by them, and without any Order of the Court of Chancery, be in- __
vefted by the faid Accountant General in his Name, in the Purchafe of

Three Pounds per Cemium Confolidated or Three Pounds per Centum Re-
duced Bank Annuities; and in the mean Time and until the faid Bank

Annuities fhall be ordered by the faid Court of Chancery to be fold for

the Purpofes aforefaid, the Dividends and annual Produce of the faid Con-
{olidated. or Reduced Bank Annuities fhall from Time to Time go and be-
long to the Perfon or Perfons who would for the Time being have been
entitled to the Rents and Profits of the faid Lands, Tenements, and He-
redicaments fo hereby dlre&ed to be purchafed, in cafe fuch Purchale or
Settlement were made. Y

XV. Provided a]ways, and be it further enacted, That if any Money Application .
{fo agreed or awarded to be pdid for any L.ands, Tenements, or Heredita- ggg;éﬁi‘éﬁm |
ments, purchafed, taken, or" ufed for the Purpofes aforefaid, and belong- does notex,
ing to any Corporation, or to any Perfon or Perfons upder Difability or f:édtﬁ:: 2;‘2‘ -
nor be lefs than Twenty Pounds, then and in all fuch Cales the fame fhall,
at the Option of the Perfon or Perfons for the Time being entitled to the
Rents and Profits of the Hereditaments fo purchafed, taken, or ufed, or
of h}S, her, or their Guardian - or Guardians, Committee or Commit-"
tees, in cafe of Infancy.or Lunacy, to be fignified in Writing under their .
refpective Hands, to be paid into the Bank, in the Name and “with the Pri-
vity of the faid Accountant General of the High Court of Chancery, and
placed to his Account as aforefaid, in ordér to be applied in Manner
herein-before directed, ‘or otherwife the fame fhall be paid, at the like
Option, to Two Truftees to be nominated by the Perfon or Perfons
making fuch Option, and approved of by Three or more of the faid Com-
miflioners (fuch Nomination "and Approbation to be fignified in Writing

under the’ Hands of the nominating and approving l’arnes) in order that

- fuch Money may be applied in any Manner herein-before directed, fo far

as the Cafe be applicable, without obtaining, or being required to obtain,
thc Direction or Approbatlon of the Court of Chancery.

X VI. Provided alfo, and be it further ena&ed That where fuch Money Application

where the

- fo agreed or awarded to be pald as next before mentioned, fhall be lels Money is lefs

than Twenty-Pounds, then and in all fuch Cafes the fame fhall be paid than zol
to the Perfon or Perfons who would for the Time being have ‘been entitled

to the Rents and Profits of the Hereditaments fo purchafed, taken, or

ufed for the Purpofes of this Act; or in cafe of Infancy or Lunacy, then

to his, her, or their Guardian or Guardxans, Committee or Committees, *

to and for the Ule and Benefit of fuch Perfon or Perfons fo entitled re-
ipe&wcly -

XVII And be it further enacted, That 'wheré the faid Commﬂ'ﬁonérs CommifTiona

have already made or cur, or fhall hereafter thake or cut any Dikes or §8 1o make
ridges over
[La:. (o Per] - 7 0 | Drains Drains, Gc¢.
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Drains acrofs any Droveway or Droveways, or in, through, or upon any
of the Lands or Grounds comprifed within the faid Di{tri&;“belonging (O
any Perfon or Perfons whomiocver, they the faid Commiffioners fhall
caufe proper Bridges to be ‘put down and placed over all fuch Dikes or
Draios, and from Time to Time keep all fuch Bridges in good. and pro-
per Repair. ' |

S::?:;;m;;'_ XVIII. And be it further enacted, That it thall and may be lawful for
row Money  the faid Commiffioners, or the major Part: of them (fuch major Part of
outhe 19X them not being lefs than Seven) affembled at the Firft Meetng tobe holden,
called Taxable after the paffing of this A&, or atany General Half-yearly Mecting, and
Lands, they are hereby empowered, from Time to Time, 10 borrow any Sum or

Sums of Money, not exceeding in the Whole Two thoufand Pounds,.
which they fhall think neceflury for the feveral Purpofes of this Act,and
by Wniting under their Hands and Seals to affign over the faid herein-
before fift mentioned additional Rate and Afleffiment of Sixpence per -
~Acre on all the Fen Lands and Low Grounds within the faid Diftri&,.
commonly called Taxable Lands, as a Security, and for the Re-payment
of fuch Sum and Sums, with Intereft for the fame, to the Perfon or Per-
fons who fhall advance and lend the fame, or to his, her, or their Ex-
ecutors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns; and all and every fuch Perfon and
Perfons, to whom any fuch Mortgage, or Aflignment thereof, fhall be
made, fhall be, 10 proportion to the Sum or Sums therein mentioned,. -
Creditors on the faid additional Rates and Affeffments in equal Degree
one with another, and fhall have no Preference in refpeét to the Priority
of advancing any fuch Sum of Money ; and that every fuch Mortgage .or
Aflignment fhall be made for the Sum of One hundred Pounds only.

Taxescharg-  XJX, And be it further enatted, That the faid additional Rate or.

if,!.g,ﬂ;ha[the Afieffment of Sixpence per Acre on all the Fen Lands and Low Grounds

Monies and  within the faid Diftrict called Taxable Lands, to be made by virtue of

ried i the  this A&, fthall be charged and chargeable with the Payment of the Princi-

pal Monies to be borrowed by the faid Commiffioners as aforefaid, and with
-the Intereft of {uch Monies from Time to Time, and (hall veft in the
'Creditors upon Default of Payment of fuch Principal Monies and Intereft,
until the fame, and every Part thereof, fhall be fully fatisfied and paid,. ..
- together with the Cofts and Charges occafioned by the Non-payment
thereof ; and the faid Creditors, their Executors, Adminiftrators,.or
Afligns refpettivély, fhall have the fame Powers, Right, and Privileges, of #
~ recovering the faid laft mentioned Rate and Affeflment, for or in refpedt
-of fuch Principal Monies and Intereft, in cafe of Defaulc in Payment
thereof, as the faid Commiflioners, and their Collectors and Receivers, -
could have had ia cale fuch Principal Monies and. Intereft had..been .
regularly paid. ' L

~ 8ecurity may XX. And be it further enalted, That every Perfon to whom énf:
| bcamgnfd' Affignment of the faid laft mentioned Rate and Tax fhall be made, fhall .
have full Power, from Time to Time, to affign and transfer the fame to,
~any Perfon or Perfons whom{oever, and fuch Aflignment fhall be entered 1n ﬂ
a'Book to be kept by the Commiffioners for that Purpofe, (which Entry
) their Clerk 1s hereby required to make upon any Perfon producing fuch
" " Afignmentand Transfer, and paying T wo Shillings and Sixpence for the faid -
R ST 9 ‘ ~ Entry),
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Entry), and after fuch Entry made, fuch Aflignment (hall entitle fuch Al
fignee or Aflignées, h:*; her, or their Executors, Adminiftrators, or Bﬁigns,
to the faid Prmapa] Sum and all Intereft due and becommg due thereon ;
and fuch Affignee or Affignees, and every: other Affignee or Affignees, fhall
and may in like Manner affign and make over fuch. Mortgagc and .Security
ﬁ) affigned as aforefaid, and fo ioties gzzatzes as Occafion thall require.

XXI. And be it further enatted, That all fuch Monies as fhall be ad= Paying the
vanced and paid by any Perfon or Perfons whomlfoever, tor the: Fees and 5"1’;"6‘;’35 of
‘other Expences in obtaining and pafling this A&, fhall be, in the Firft:

Place, repaid and fatisfied by the faid Commiffioners, with lawful Intereft
for the fame;, out of the Firfl Momes to be raifed by them by virtue of

thls At

XXII And be it further ena&ed That feparate Accounts fhall be Taxes of for.
kept of the different 'T'axes to be levied in purfuance of the Provifions mer :ﬁieaxr:g
and Powers herein contained, ‘diftinét from each other, and from the faid giiting; g
Tax impofed by the faid farmer At ; and that the additional Tax of the Taxes

hereby grante
Sixpence per Acre, hereby granted. upen. all the Fen, Lands and Low cd nos o be

Grounds within the {aid Diftriét cilled Taxable Lands, thall in nowife be fublcg tbﬂ for-
{ubje&t to the Payment . of the Monies already borrowed by the faid Com-~.™ * -
- miffioners, in purfuance of the Powers contained in the faid former Aét.

!

XXHI And. whereas great “Trouble and Inconvenience has ani‘en £O Penalty on
the Colleftors or Receivers of the Taxes, from the Mode.of recovering ff".’};;‘g;m“‘
the fame prefcnbed by the faid recited A&, and large Sums are now due within a Ii-
and in Arrear on Account of the Taxes direted to be levied and raifed mited Time,
by virtue of the faid former A& ; for Remedy, whereof, and for avoiding
~ all fuch Trouble and Incanvemqnce in future, e, it further enated, That
the prefent Tax, chargeable by the faid recited A, fhall be paid to the
- Colleftor or Colle&ors, Receiver or Recewers, for the Time being, of
the faid Diftri@, on the Twenty-fifth - ‘Day of March in every Year, at. -
fuch certain Place in Elyas the faid Commiffioners, or any Seven or
more of them, fha]l from Time to Tlme dire& and appoint and alfo that
Rccewer or Recewcrs, Colle&or or Collr:&o"s thereof for the Tlme being,
on the Firlt Day of . Auguft -in every Year, at fuch certain Place in Ely -
aforefaid as the fald Commiffioners, or any Seven or more of them,. ihall"
from Time to Time dire& and appoint for that Purpofe (publick Notice
of fuch Times and Place of Payment bging firft given. in the Cambridge
Chronicle, or fome other. Newfpapger ufually cnrcmlated in the {aid County
of Cambridge, Three fucceffive Weeks, and alfo affixed upon the Market
Crofs or Place ufually appropriated to fuch Purpofes in Ely, on L'hree

*****

feveral Market Days immediately preceding the faid refpective Times of
 Payment); and in. cafe of Non:payment of either of the faid Taxes
within Two Calendar Months after the Times fo prefcribed for Payment
thereof reflpectivély, every Perfon f{o negle&ing fhall forfeit and pay the
Sum of Three Shillings.and. Four-pence for -every Twenty Shillings due
for fuch Taxes, and.not paid as aforefaid, and fo in Proportion _for any .-
greater or lefs Sum than Twenty Shlllmgs, to be recovered in the fame
‘Manner as. the Taxes charged by the faid former A& are therein dlre&ed

to be recovered, and as hereafter menttoncd

XXIV- And
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For Recovery ~ XXIV. And be it further enalted, That if any Perfon or Perfons thall,
:{?;iﬁ;‘am at the Time of paffing this A&, be in Arrear for any Tax or Taxes impofed
Taxes. and made payable by virtue of the faid recited A&, in refpect of any Land or
| Ground, Lands or Grounds, comprifed within the faid Diftrict, and fhall
neglect to pay fuch Arrear or Arrears to the Recciver or Receivers, Col-

lector or. Collectors thereof, at fuch certain Place in Ely aforcfaid, as the

{aid Commiffioners, or any Seven or more of them, fhall appoint, on or

before the Twenty-ninth Day of September next after the pafling of this

Act, publick Notice of fuch Time and Place of Payment being firft given

in the Cambridge Chronicle, or {ome other Newlpaper ufually circulated in

the faid County of Cambridge, Three fucceflive Weeks, and alio affixed

-upon the Market Crofs, or Place ufually appropriated to fuch Purpofes,

in Ely, on Three {everal Market Days immediately preceding the faid

- Twenty-ninth Day of September, every fuch Perfon fo in Arrear fhall for-

. feit and pay the Sum of Three Shillings and Four-pence for every Twenty
Shillings of fuch Tax or Taxes fo in Arrear, and not paid as aforefaid, and

io in Proportion for every greater or lefs Sum than Twenty Shillings, to.

be recovered in the {fame Manner as the T'axes charged by the faid former

Act are therein directed to be'recovered, and as hereafter mentioried.

. Firt Payment XXV, And be it further enacted, That the Firft Payment of the faid
of 1ax on the Rate, Tax, or Afleffment of Sixpence per Acre, by this prefent Act im-

taxable Lands |
within the - pofed and made payable for and In refpect of all the Fen Lands and Low

Diftrit to be - Grounds lying within the Diftrict aforefaid called Taxadle Lands, fhall

. made on 1t

Augufi 1800. become due and payable on ‘the Firft' Day of Auyguf in the Year of our
o Lord One thoufand eight hundred. e P *

“Taxestobe X XVI. And whereas fome Proprietors and Occupiers of Lands within
E‘j}ijgs“;“‘};i; the faid Diftrict have fraudulently driven off their Stock, and removed
fons diiving 'their Property out of the faid Diftrict, or to Lands not chargeable with
their Cattle off- the Tax charged by virtue of the faid Aect, in order to evade the Payment
their f‘mds' -of the Taxes 1n Arrear upon fuch Lands ; be it therefore enacted, That,
‘from and after the pafling of this Act, in all Cafes where no -fufficient

- Diftrefs can "be found upon fuch Lands, whereon to levy the Tax or

“Taxes, and Penalty, which fhall be then in Arrear in refpect thereof, by

~ +virtye of the faid Act and this Act; it fhall and may be lawful for the

" . Collector or Collectors of the Taxes appointed or to be appointed in
‘purfuance of the faid former Acr, or any other Perfon ot Perfons, by vir-

‘tue’ of -any Warrant or Precept under the Hands and: Seals of Five or

-more of the faid Commiflioners, (which faid Warrant or Precept fuch
Commiiffioners, or any Five or more of them, are hereby empowered and

‘required from Time to Time to make, as Occafion fhall reduire), to levy’

“all and every the faid Tax or Taxes and Penalty, which fhall be then 1n

Arrear, upon any Goods or Chattelsof any Perfon or Perfons fo occupy-

‘ing any. Lands chargeable with any fuch Tax or Taxes, whenfoever and
wherefoever fuch Goods and Chattels fhall be found, together with all the

“Charges of levying the fame; and in cafe no fufficient Diltrels can be

found upon any Goods or Chattels of any fuch Perfon or Perlons, {o occu~

pying ‘any of the faid Lands chargeable with any fuch- Tax or Taxes

whereon to levy any fuch Tax or Taxes, and Penalty, then and {o often

it fhall be lawful for the faid Commiflioners, or any Five or ‘'more of

them, by fuch Warrant or Precept as aforefaid, to levy all and every the
' ' » {aid.

¥
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; fa’td Tax or Taxes, and Penalty, which fhall be then in Arrear, upon any
Goads, or. Chattels of any Perfon or Perfons owning any fuch Lands or
- Grounds whenfaever and wherefoever the fame fhall be found, together
Wl(h all the Cha,rges of levying the fame.

XXVII And be it further ena&ed That where any Diftrefs thall be Diftrefs not
" made for any Rate, Tax, or Sum or Sums of Money to be levied by vir- %;ﬁfg}fm
tue of this A&, and of the faid recited A&, or either of them, or for any Form,
Penalty incurred on Non-payment thereof -as aforefaid, the Diftrefs itfelf

fhall not be deemed unlawful, nor the Party or Parties makmﬂ' the fame

he deemed a Trefpafier or Tref, paﬁ"ers, on Account of any Defcé‘t or Want -

of Form in.;the Rate or Affefiment to be made, or in the Information,
Summons, Coriviction, Warrant of Diftrefs, or other Procesdings relating

thereto, nor fhall the Party or Parties diftraining be deemed a Trefpaffer

or -'1refpaﬁ'ers ap initio, on accoupt of any Irregularity which fhall be
afterwards done by the Party. or Parties diftraining, but the Perfon or

Perfons aggrieved by any fuch Irrenulanty thall and may recover. Satif~

fa&:@n for the Special Damage in.an Action upon’ the Cafc.

XKVIII And whereas 1t may fometimes happf:n that fome of. thé ‘Lands may be
Lands and Grounds in the faid Diitri& may be untenanted, or unocﬂcu-t g’:?é:ftdoim
pied, for a confiderable Time, and that no Dlﬁreﬁ; £3n be ta'{en thereom Taxes.
for levying the Rates or Taxes due in refpect of the fame ; therefore, for
enforcingthe-Payment’ thereof” in all fuch Cafes, be it further enalted,

That where any. of the faid Rates or Taxes fhall be in Arrear and unpaid-

by .the Space of Twelve Calendar Months too'ether, and no f{ufficient

Diftrefs can be found upon the Lands and. Grounds charged therewith, ..
or upon the Goods or Chattels of any Perfon or Perfons owning or. I
occupying the fame, or where the faid. Lands and. Grounds thall be
untenanted, then and in every {fuch Cafe the faid Commiffioners, or any
Seven or more of them, at any of their Meetings, fhall have full Power
and Authority to let to the beft Bidder or Bidders, by publick Auétion,
fo. much of the faid Lands and Grounds,, upon which any Rate or Tax
thall be fo in Arrear, .as they the {aid Commiflioners, or any Seven or,
more of them, fha]lJudge {ufficient for fuch Term or Terms of Years, at
fuch Rent and Rents, Fine or Fines, Premium or Premiums, and upt:m
fuch Terms and Conclmom as-to them the faid Commiffioners, or -any:
Seven or more of them, {hall feem meet, and to apply the Rent or Rents,.
Fine or Fines, Premium or Premiums, arifing therefrom, in Payment
and Difcharge of all fuch Taxes and Rates, and the Penalties incurred for
Non-payment thereof, and alfo the Cofts, Charges, and Expencés of
- advertifing and letting the faid Lands or Grounds as aforefaid ; and where
any of the laid Taxes (hall be in Arrear and unpaid by the Space of Three, . .
Years together, and no f{ufficient Diftrefs can be found upon the Lands
and Grounds charged therewith, or upon the Goods or Chattels of -any
Per{on or Perfons owning or occupying the fame, or where the faid Lands.
and Grounds {hall be untenanted, then and 'in every fuch Cafe the faid
Commiffioners, or any Seven or more of them, at-any of their faid Meet-
ings, (hall have full Power and Authority to fell, to the beft Bidder or
Bidders, by publick Auction, fo much of the faid Lands and Grounds, |
upon which any Tax fhall be fo in Arrear, as they the faid Commiflion-
ers, or any Seven or more of them, fhall judge {ufhicient to raife fuch

[ Loc, & Per] 7 P - Taxes,
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Taxes, and the Penalties mcurred for Non-payment thereof, and alfo
the Cof’cﬂ Charges, and Expences, of advertifing and felling the faid
Lands or G"ounds as aforefaid, by Writing under the Hands and Seals
of Seven or more of the faid Commdﬁoners s and the Perfon or Perfonsto
whom fuch Sale fhall be made- fhall be a lawful Purchafer and Aflignee
of fo much of the faid Lands and Glounds as {hall be fo fold, 0 all

Intents and Purpofcs whatfoever. | | \

‘Schedu’le of }LXIX Pl’OVldEd always, That the fald Comm1ﬁ'10ners (ha] caufe
Iléﬁ?-sf;?db; a Schedule of the Lands {o to be let or fold for Taxes in Arrear to be -

be afixed on affixed upon the Church Doors of the Parithes where the faid Lands fhall

~ gf:;t;h he Three {everal fucceflive Sundays beforc the Day of Letting or Sale

Lands fold or -~ XX X.Provided alfo, That - ‘nothing contained in the Powers hereby‘
}:; ti’uhtief“b' ‘given to the Commiffioners to let or fell the Lands for the Non- paymem:“-
Corporation  of the Taxes impofed by the faid former and this prefent A&, or either
daxasbetore. ¢ them, fhall extend or be conftrued to extend to exonerate or difcharge.
any Tax or Taxes that are or may be impofed by virtue of an A&, made
in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of King Charles the Second, intituled,
An A for fettling the Draining the Great Level of the Fens called Bedford
Level, but that all Hirers and Purchafers thereof fhall have and enjoy the

e faid Lands, fubject thércto

Lands let to XXXI. Provided llkewife, That in all Cafes where any Landq or
3;?;,?&?; Grounds fhall, by virtue of the Provifions herein-before contained, be let .
Satisfattion By the faid Commifﬁoners for Recovery of the Taxes and Pena_.ltics due
%in'rjfﬁs and thereon, fuch Lands and Grounds fhall, afcer the Expiration of the Term
~ for which the fame fhall be {o let, and the Payment of the {aid Taxes and’
Penalties, and all Expences mcurred by the faid Commifioners, or their
Colle€tors, Receivers, or Agents, relating to the Iettmg of the faid Lands,
(and which Expences they the faid Commlﬁmners, .or thetr Collettors,
~ Receivers, or Agents, are hereby authorized and required to raife out of
any fuch Rent or:Rents, Fine or Fines, Premium or Prensiums, ari fing:
~and received from or in rcfpet‘t ot fuch Lands and Grounds), revert to the
+." original Owner and Owners, Propsictor and Proprictors thereof, and be
as ’ru]ly and effc@ually vefted in him, her, and them, to all Intents and
Purpoies‘whatloever, as if fuch Lands or Grounds had never been let by

the faid Commlﬂioners

For giving - XXXII, And be it further enaéted, That the faid Commlfﬁoners or
Motice tl  any Seven or more of them, fhall caule Notice to be given to the Owner A
Lands tobe  or Proprietor, Owners or Proprietors, of the Lands {o to be let or {old,,”
fetor fold, — yy. leaving the fame at his, her, or their ufual or laft Place or Places of
Abode, if fuch Place or Places of Abode be known to the Commiffioners,
and fhall_alfo give publick Norice in the Cambridge Newfpaper, or fome
other ‘publick New{paper ufually circulated in the faid County of Cam-

. bridpe, Three Weeks at the'leaft intervening br:tween every fuch Notice.
and [hC Time of any fuch Letnntr or Sale. ‘ -

ownersof  + XXXIIL And be it further enalled, That if any Owner or Proprietor

;}Z‘;ﬂl‘ﬁmg of any of the faid Fen L.ands“and Low Grounds, lying within the Dif
" their Inten- trl& aforefaid, fhall, by ertmg under his or hcr Hand, give Notice to

5 | - the
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¢ he fald Commlﬁioners, or their Treafurer or Clerk for the Tlme bemg, tion to relin-
‘of his or her Intention to relinquith and give up any of the faid Fen ﬂgé?:; ?;” be
Lands and Low Grounds into the Hands of the faid Commiffieners, . in from%:iy-
‘order to be exonerated- from the Taxes and Penalties payable in refpe& ment of the
'~ thereof, thar then and in fuch Cafe every fuch Perfon fhall, from the De- 1;::|5t122, and
livery of fuch Notice, be wholly exempt from the Payment of all Taxes Commiffion- -
‘and Penalties in refpect of the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds {pecified fyffd'?aﬁl;,m'
in the faid Notice, and then and from thenceforth all Proceedings taken. proceed to let
by the faid Commlﬁ'}oners, or any of their Colle€tors, Receivers, or Agents, or fell,
apainlt any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, or againit his, her, or..their
...fStock Cattle, or Effells, for Récovery of the faid Taxes and Penalties fo
- in A'rrear in refpet of the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds fo fpecified
- in the faid Notice, fhall be null and void ; and it thall and may be lawful
‘ ' for the faid Commiflioners, or any Seven or more of them, immediately
after the Delivery of. fuch Notice as aforefaid, to. let or-fell by publick
"Aution all and every the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds fo ipecified -
in the faid Notlce, to any Perfon or Perfons whomfoever, at the Difcre-
tion of them the faid Commiflioners,-and to apply the Monies arifing fmm

fuch Letting ‘or Sale for the Purpofes of thls Adt.

=

| XXXIV. Prowded alwa s, and be it further ena&ed That IIOEI‘IIHC" Exempt
in this A& contained fhall extend of, be conftrued to exrend to charac Ezgg:a‘:ifce
H | ‘with the Payment of either of the Taxes hereby impofed and made pay- the Year1794,
# ~“able,.any of the Lands lying within the Diftrict aforefaid, called Exempt N0t ;’E b
- Lands, which 'were not ar any Time “{ince the Year of our Lord Ore ‘fary
thoufand feven hundred and ninety-four, flooded or ‘inundated, fo as the
Party or Parties claiming any - Exempuon from the faid Taxes, in refpect
of fuch Lands, fhall prove, to the Satisfaction of the faid Commiffioners,
that the faid Lands were not fo flooded or inundated-at any Time: {ince

the faid Year of our Lord One thoufand feven hundred and ninety- =~
four. | - | .

XXXV And, to the End that the faid Taxes may be more eaﬁ]y col Tenants to

ay theTaxes,
lected and recelvcd be it further enacted, That all and every the Te- bal deduét the

nants and Occuplers of the faid Lands and Grounds, which fhall be af- fame outof
| fefled or rated by virtue of the faid recited Act or this Act, thall pay, their Rents.
PN and they are hereby authorized and required to pay all and every fuch
- ~ Sum and Sums of Money as fhall be fo affeffed or rated on their refpec-
tive Lands and Grounds, in their feveral Occupations, and to deduct
and retain out of his, her, or their Rent, all fuch Sum or Sums of Mo-
ney as he, fhe, or they (hall fo refpectively pay as aforefaid ; .and the
feveral and refpective Landlords .or Owners of fuch Lands and Grounds
are hereby required to allow fuch Deductions and Paymentsy; upon
the Receipt of the Refidue of their Rents; and that every fuch Te- -
nant or Occupler, paying (uch Rate or 'lax, fhall be acquitted and j
dilcharged of {fo much Money as the faid Rate or Tax 1o paid by °
him,. her, or them, fhall amount to, as fully and effectually as if the

fame had been actually paid to his, her, or their Landlord or Land-
p‘ _lordS | ‘ | |

| XX‘(VI Provided neverthelefs, and be it further enacted T hat where Appli.ation ot
any Pcnalty or Penaltles (hall have becn 1ncurred for Non payment of Penalties,

any
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any Tax or Taxes, by virtue of any of the Provifions. herein. contained,

and fuch Penalty or Penaliies fhall have'been le“erd by the faid Com.

“miflioners upon the’ Goods, Chattels, or Stock of any Perfon’ 6 Pej- .

fons occupying any of the faid Fea Lands or Low Grounds,. or where
fuch Penalty or Penalties fhall have been paid by fuch’ Occupier or
Occupiers, all and every fuch Penalty and.Penalties, together with the
Cofts, Charges, and Expences of taking fuch D1ﬁrefs or Diftreffes,
(where any fuch Diftrefs or Diftrefles thall have been taken?, (hall be

‘borne and fuftained by fuch Occupier or Occupiers refpe&wgly, and the
'Landlord or Owner, Landlotds or Owners of fuch Fen Lands and" Low

Grounds, fhall not be compelled or compe]lable to allow or pay any. luch

No beneficial - _

- Leflee to be
allowed to

dedut Taxes.

¥

Penalty on
negleéting to
rode and {cour
Pitches, &,

P X

- aforef; ald

Penalty or Penalties, or Expences, to fuch Occupier.or Occupiers ; :my
“Thing herein<before contamed to the contrary ;heréof 1 auymﬁ: hot-

withtanding, . B R

XXXVIL. Provided neverthelefs, and be It f'urther ena&ed That nb
Leﬁée or Tenant of any Lands or Grounds charcred with th? R.:gtf:'s o-r
“Taxes impofed by the faid recu:ed A& or this Aé't ‘or gither of them,
‘who fhall hold the fame by virtue ‘of ‘or under any. Leafe from’a any
Bithop, or Collegiate Church or College, or any Ecclefiaftical Corpf)u
ration, Sole or Aggregate, or by virtue of or under any other. Lcafe or
Agreement, of which, at the Time of ‘the paffing of this' A&, . there
fhall be more than Five Years to come and unexplrt;d ﬂ'nl]. be entt-

tled to deduét the faid Rates, Taxes, or Affefilments, or any of them, |

out of the Rent referved or payable by any fuch 'Léale orf Awree-'
ment, but that the faid Rates and Taxes fhall be tharged uprbn ang
paid by the Leﬁ'ees or T enants (o holdincr fuch Lands or Grounds as

%

XXXVIIL. And be it further enatted, That from and aftr-*r the paﬁinr:r

‘of this A&, if the Owner or Owners, Occupler or Oceupiers of any of

the fatd Fen Lands or Low Groundq, and to which any Droveway,
Dike, .Outring Dike, Divifion Dike, or. other Dike or Dikes whatfo-
ever, doth or fhall belong, fhall negle@ or refufe iufﬁmently to rode,

‘fcour, cleanfe, open, or repair the fame, or to make fuch Dike of the

Wldth of Eight Feer at the leaft, and of a fufficient Depthi for the Con-
veyance of the Water, after Twenty-eight Days Notice'in Writinz given
to htm,. her, or them, or left at his; her, or their u{ual or lalt Place of
Abode, from Time to Time, for that Purpofe, by the Colleétor, Receiver,

‘or any other Officer or Perfon employed ' by the laid Commiflioners for

that Puarpofe, {pecifying the Depth fuch Dike thalt ‘be of, (and which
Depth every fuch Colle&tor, ‘Receivery, and other Officer and Perfon fo

‘employed for that Puarpole as aforefaid, is hereby authorized and requued
to fpecify and fet out i fuch Notice, at his and their DI{C!‘C{IQH), he, the,
‘or they fhall, for every fuch Negle&t or Refulal, forfeit and pay to the

faid Commxﬂ‘ foners, any Sum not exceeding One Shilling for every Rod
fo neglected to be roded, fcoured, cleanfed opened, decpened, and wi-
dened, as aforefaid; and it fhall be lawful, fmm‘Tlme to 'Time, for fuch

Colleltor, Receiver, or other Officer or Perl'an, to caufe fuch D:ike or

Dikes, at the Expence and Charge of fuch Owner or Owners, Occupier
or Occupwn, to be roded, fcoured, cleanfed, opened, repaired, and
deepened, in a {ufficient Manner, and made of a proper Depth, and of

the
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the Width of Eight Feet at the leaft, at the Difcretion of fuch Colle€of;
Receiver, or other Officer or Perfon, and alfo, where any Way or Ways
{fhall have been made over any Dike or Dikes; without a.fufficient T un-
nel, to cavfe fuch Way or Ways to be taken up, and fuch Dike or Dikes
to be made of the ufual and proper Width and Depth, with a fufficient
Tunnel therein, at the Difcretion of fuch Collector; Receiver, or other
Officer or Perfon, at the Expence and Charges of [uch Owner or QOwners,
QOccupier or Occupiers, and by Warrant or Precept under the Fands and
Seals of Five or more of the faid Commiflioners, to lévy fuch Penaliy,
and alfo fuch Charges and Expences, upon fuch Owner or Owners, Oc-
cupier or Occupiers, by Diftrefs and. Sale of his, her, or their Goods, Chat-
tels, and Stock, wherever the fame fhall be found ; and all fuch Penalties
fhall be applied for the Purpofes of this Aét ; and if any Perfon or Perfons,
after fuch Dike or Dikes, Tunnel or Tunnels, thall have been fo roded,
{coured, cleanfed, opened, repaired, widened, and deepened by the faid
Colleétor, Receiver, or other Officer or Perfon as aforefaid, fhall again fill;
{top up, or in any Manner obftruét any fuch Dike of Dikes, Tunnel or
‘T'unnels, or caule, procure, permit, or fuffer the fame to be in any Manner
filled, ftopped up, or obftruéted, for the Space of Three Days, every
{fuch Perfon or Perfons,fo offending, and being thereof conviGted bes
fore any Two Jultices of the Peace for the faid [ffe of Ely or County of
Norfolk, as the Cale may be, vpon the Oath of any One Witnefs, or by
the Confeflion of the Party or Parties, fhall, for every fuch Offence, forfeit
and pay any Sum not exceeding Fifty Pounds nor lefs than Twenty Pounds,
to be apphied for the Purpofes of this A&, and levied ‘by Diltrefs and
Sale of the Goods, Chattels, and Cattle of all and every fuch Offender
or Offenders, by Warrant nnder the Hands and Seals ‘of .the faid Juftices,
and in Default of fuch Paym nt or Diftrefs, the Perfon or Perfons {oofs
fending fhall be committed by fuch Juftices to.the Houfe of CorreQion;

theére to be kept to bard Labour, for fuch Time as the faid Juftices

. fhall re'fp.e&ively order and direlt, not exceeding Six Calendat Months

nor lefs than Three Calendar Months, at the Difcretion of the faid
Juftices. - h |

- XXXIX. And be it further ena@ed, That, from and after the pamng
of this Alt, there fhall be allowed and paid by the Colleétor or Receiver
of the Rates and Taxes impofed by the faid recited A& and. of ‘this pre-

fent A&, out of the faid Rates and T axes, towards def‘raying the Expences:

of the faid Commiffioners at.every General, Annual, or Half-yearly Meet-

-
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Expence of
Meeting..

ingto be held under or by virtue of this prefent A€t and the faid recited

Aclt, any Sum not exceeding Three Shillings and Sixpence for each Com*-
miffioner prefent at any fuch Meeting, provided fuch Allowance fhall.notin

any. Cafe‘exceed Thrée Pounds, and at every adjourned Meeting any Sum’
not.exceeding ‘Three Shillings and Sixpence for each Commiflioner prefent:
at any fuch Meeting, provided fuch Allowance fhall not in any. Cafeex--
ceed Thirty Shillings, towards defraying {fuch Expences; any Thing in

the faid recited ‘A¢t contained to the contrary thereof in anywife notwith-:

ftanding.

H

. XL..And be it further enacted, That all future Meetings of th_é"i faid

Commiflioners fhall be advertifed for Three fucceffivee Weeks in-the
{Loc. &5 Per.] . 79 | - Cambridge

L]

. Meetings to
-he advertifed
Tiiree Times
1n the Cam-
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Cambridge Chronicle, or {fome other Newfpaper ufually circulated in the
County ot Cambiidye, and that every fuch Advertifement (hall be figned
by the Clerk to the ﬁnd Commiffioners ; and that when any new VmGs
are 1ntended to be done within the faid Inftrict, or any Alteration of the
then prefent Works is propofed ~to be made, Notice of fuch intended
Works or Alteration thall be inferted in fuch Advertifements; and that
no Act, Order, Rule, Regulation, or I'ranfacuon of the faid Commif-
fioners thall be valid, unlefs made at fomie Meeting holden after {fuch pub-
hck Advertifement, as herein-before directed.

XLI. And be it further enacted, That in all Cafes whatever, where
by the faid recited' Act the Concurrence of Thirteen or more of the faid
Commiflioness is required for the. tranfacting or doing of any Bufinefs re-
lating to the Concerns of the faid Diftrict, or the Execution of, the feveral .
Powers in and by the faid recited A& vefted in the faid Commiflioners,
and alfo in all Matters whatever relating to the Concerns of the faid Dil-
trict, ot the Execution of the Powers hereby created and velted 1o the faid
Commuffioners, the Adts, Orders, Rules, Regulations, and Tranfaétions of
any Seven or more of the faid Commflioners, (unlefs any other Number
1s herein particularly mentioned), at any of their Meetings, to be adver-
tifed and held as herein-before mentioned, fhall be valrdand effeftual to
all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever 3 any Thing in the faid recited A&
contamed to the contrary thereof in anywile nor:wuh[’candmg *

XLII. And be it further enatted, That 1f any Perfon or Perfons what-
foever fhall fet any Net.or Nets,: Tuanel or Tunnels, or any other En.
gine or Device whatfoever for the catching of Fifh, or for any other
Purpofe whatfoever, in or againft any of the Dikes, Ditches, Drains, oe-
Tunnels belonging to the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, whereby to
impede or obftruct the fame, or do any other A& whatever, whereby to
impede or. obftruét the fame, or thall dig or make, or caule to bé dug or
made, any.-Place or Places into any of the leading Dykes, Drains, or
Tunnels, for the Purpofe of watering Stock or Cattle, for any other.
Purpofe whatfoever, every fuch Perfon or Perfons fo offending in any -

. or either of the Cales aforefaid, and being thereof conviéted betore Twor

Juftices of the Peace for, the [ﬂe of Ely, or County of  Norfolk, as the Cafe
may be, (who'are hereby authorized and required to' hear and determine
the fame on the Oath of one or more credible Witnels or ‘Witnefles, or

on the Confeflion of the Party .or Parties fo offendmg), [ha]f for every_,

- Days, at the Difcretion of the faid Jultices.

fuch Offence, forfeit and pay any Sum or Sums of Money not . exceeding’
Ten Pounds nor lefs than Forty Shlllmgs, as the faid Juftices fhall refpec-
tively order and direct, to be paid to the faid Commiffioners,'and applied
for the Purpofes for which the faid Aflefiments, Rates, dnd. Taxes are
hereby directed to bé applied, and be levied by Diftrefs and Sale of the
Goods, Chattels, and Cattle of all and every fuch Offender or Oﬁ'enders,‘
by Warrant under the Hands and Seals of the faid Juftices ; and in Defaule’
of fuch Payment or Diftrefs, the Perfon or Perfons {o offending fhall be
committed by fuch Juftices to the Houfe of Correction, there to be kept to*

hard Labour for fuch Time as the faid Juftices fhall rcfpectwely order, and
direct, not exceeding Three Calendar Months nor lefs than Twenty—oneh

XLIIL And
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" XLIUI. And be it furcher enacted, That no Trees or Holts fhall at any
Time or Times hereafter be planted, nor any Buildings be placed, erected;
or built (except by the Order and Permiffion of the faid Comm:ﬂioners)
nearer to any Mill or Engine made or to be made, erected, or employed
for the Purpofcs of the fald Act and this Act, than Two hundred Yards ¢
and if any I‘rees or Holts fhall hereafter be planted, or any Bm]dmg
- made, erected, or built within the faid Diftance, and {uch Trees or Holts
fhall not be taken up and carried away, or fuch Buildings be pulled down
~ and removed within the Space of Twenty-one Days after Notice for that
Purpofe, by Order of the faid Commiffioners, or any Five or rhore of
[hem, to- the Owner or Proprietor of the Land or Ground where fuch
Trees, Holts, or Buildings refpectively fhall be, to be given to him,
her, or them, or left at his her, or their laft or ufval Place of Abode,
or with the Tenant in Poﬁ“cfﬁnn of the Premifes, then and in every fuch

. ‘ 6‘1g"

Reftrictions
as to planting
Trees or
HoIts, erect-
lng Build-
INgs, Or Cufa
ting Ditches
near Enginey
and Banksq

Cafe it fthall and may be Jawful for the faid Commiffioners, or any Five or

more of them by Warrant under their Hands and Seals, to caufe fuch
Trees and Holrs to be taken up and carried away, and fuch Buildings to
be pulled down and removed, immediately after -the Expiration of the
Notice fo given for that Purpoft: ; and the Cofts and Expences thereby
incurred fhall be reimbuifed to the faid Commiflioners by the Perfon or
Perfons who comritied the Offencé, and may be recovered by Diftrefs
and Sale of his, her, or their Goods, Chattels, and Stock, wherever the
- fame fhall be found by Warrant under the Hands and Seals of any FIVC
of the faid Commllﬁoners ~

XLIV And be 1t further enacted That the fald Commiﬂioners, ‘and
their Collector, Recciver, and other Oﬂicers, (hall have full Power, and
‘they are hereby authorized to deftroy all fuch Moles and - other Vermiin

Power (0
catch and de
ftroy Moles,

as fhall be found 1n and about the "{aid Fen Lands and Low Grounds, -
the Dramage whereof is intended to be preferved or made under the Au-

thority of this Act or the faid recited Act, and alfo in and about the
Lands and Banks adjoining or- lying near thereto, and for that Purpofe
to employ fuch Perfon or Perfons, at fuch Wages and Salary, as-they
fhall think proper; and that they, and fuch Perfon or Perfons as they

{hall {o employ, fhall and lawfully-may enter into or upon the faid Lands .

and Banks, or any or cither of them for that Purpole,

XLV. And whereas it Is apprehended that when the fald Fen Lands
and Low Grounds fhall, under and by virtue of the feveral Powers and
" Provifions contained in thlS Act and the f{aid recited A&, have been im-
praved and become of greater Value, Advantage may be taken thereof
by the Churchwardens and. Overfeers of the Poor of the feveral Parithes
wherein the fame do he, by aflcffing the fame at a higher Rate than the
{fame ought to bear; for Prevention whereof, and to encourageé publick

‘Norks of Dramage, be 1t enated, That in all parcchial and other Affeff-

Lands to be
chargéd to
the Poor's
Rates at 2 1'Ca
duced Value.

B

ments, the faid Fen Lands and Low Grounds (hall- be rated and affeffed .

‘according to a reduced Value, by deducting therefrom the Amount: of
the Taxes 1mpoicd or to be impofed thereon for the Purpofe of -drain:
* lng and improving the 1aid Lands and Grounds; under and by the Autho-
rity of any A& or A&s of Parhament. |

| XLVI.‘- And
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Tolimit the  ALVI. And whereas the Proprietors and Ocgupiers of Fen L.ands fre-
fi}%ﬁ,ﬂg of  quently dig or caufe the fame to be dug into TurY, whereby the faid Lands
are rendered of Iittle or no Value, and often remain unoccupied for
‘many Years afterwards, fo that no Taxes can be levied thereupon, to the
manifet Damage of the other Proprietors, and alfo of the Creditors who
have lent thelr Money upon the Credit of thofe Taxes; whercfore for
preventing {uch Injury, and for the better fecuring of the Creditors of
the.faid Diftrict, be it enacted, That it {hall not be lawful for any Perfon
or Perfons whomfoever to dig or caule to be dug any Turf within the
faid Diftrict, except for the Purpofes of Fuel, to be fpent in the Dwelling
Houles of the Occupiers thereof, unlefs he, fhe, or they fhall firit give
Securlty to be approved of by Five or more of the faid Commifiioners,
for the regular Payment of the Taxes charged on the Lands {o mtended
to be dug for Twenty Years after fuch digging, or fhall pay into the
Hands of the Trealurer of the faid Diftrict (for the Time being) a Sum
of Money equal to the Amount of Twenty Years Taxes thereof; and if
any Perfon or Perfons Thall dig Turf in any of the faid Lands except for
the Purpofe aforefaid, without paying down the Amount of Twenty
Years Taxes thereon, or giving {fuch Security as herein-before directed for
Payment of the fame, it fhall be lawful for the faid Commiflioners, or
any Pefon or Perfons authorized by them, by Warrant under the Hands
and Seals of - any Five or more of the faid Commiflioners (which Warrant
they are hereby authorized and directed to grant) to levy the Amount of
Twenty Years Taxes in refpect of the Whole of the Land or Ground,
any Part whereof fhall be fo dug as aforefaid, upon the Goods, Chartels,
- or Cattle of the Owner or-Occupier of fuch Land or Ground, or of the .
Perfon or Perfons fo digging the fame, wherever fuch Goods, Chattcls, -

or Cattle thall be found.

Lands may XLVII And be it further ena&ed That the {aid Commlﬁioners may
be furveyed. order and direlt all or any of the Lands by this At made liable to any
~ Tax or Rate, to be furveyed and mapped, in order to afcertain the Quan-
tity of Land liable to fuch Tax or Taxes, and the exact Quantity belong-

ing to each particular Perfon or Perfons

Copies of XLVIII. And be 1t further ena&ed, That the {aid Commiflioners thall,
fjl;ﬁvﬁf%,t? be within One Calendar Month after the pafling of this Act, deliver or caufe to
the Clerk of he delivered Six printed Copies of ' this A&t to the Clerk of. the Peace for
the Peace. - the County of Norfolk, and Six printed COples to the Clerk of the Peace

| - for the Ifle of Ely, for the Ule of the Juﬁlces of the Peace of the faid

ounty and Ifle.

Allowing an ~ XLIX. And be it further ena&ed That if any Perfon or Perfons fhall
Appeal to the thmk him, her, of themfelves aggricved by -any Order or Determination
garter Sel- ¢ any Juftice or Juftices of the Peace, in Execution of the faid former
Determina-  AEt or this A&, he, fthe, or they may a ppeal to the General Quarter Sel-
:;Z’SSOf Ju-  fions of the Peace which fhall be held for the {aid [fle of Ely, or the County
' of Norfolk refpectively, where the Caufe of Complaint fhall arife, within
Six Calendar Months next after the Caufe of Complamt (hall bave arifen ;
and the Juftices in the faid General Quarter Seflions refpectively are hereby
required to hear and determine the Matter of every fuch Appeal, and to

make fuch Order thereis, and award fuch Cofts, as to them in their
: .8 | | _ Difcretion
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Difcretion fhall feem reafonable, and by their Order or Warrant to levy
the Cofts which thall be fo awarded by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods and
~ Chattels of the Party or Parties liable ro pay the fame, wherever they fhall
be found, rendering the Overplus (if any) to the Owner or Owners of
fuch Goods and Chattels, after dedu&ing the reafonable Charges of fuch
Diftres and Sale ; which Determination of the faid' Juftices [h:a.lli be final
and conclufive to all Partiés concerned, and fhall not be removed or re-

moveéable by Certiorari, or any ether Writ or Procels whatfoever, Into any
of His Majefty’s Courts of Record at Weftminfter.

L. Provided always, and be it further enacted, That in all Cafes
where any Perfon or Perfons fhall, by virtue of any of the Powers and
Provifiens hercin-before or in the faid former A& contained, intend to
have any Matter of Difpute, Complaint, or Appeal determined by -the
Juftices in their faid General Quarter Seflions, every fuch Perfon or Per-
fons fhall give at leaft One Calendar Month’s Notice to the Party or Par-
ties agamft whom fuch Matter of Difpute, Complaint, or Appeal fhall be
intended to be preferred, of fuch his, her, or their Intention, fpecitying
the Matter of fuch Difpute, Complaint, or Appeal; and where any - fuch
Matter of Difpute, Complaint, or Appeal, {hall be intended 1o -he pre-
ferred againft the faid Commlﬁioners, fuch Notice' fhall be delivered to
their Treafurer or Clerk ; and in Cafes where the faid Commiffioners: fhall
be Appellants, fuch Notice fhall be fighed by at leaft Five of the faid
Commiffioners; and that it fhall and may be lawful for the fiid Juftices
in their faid General Quarter Seffions, in Default of Proaf of fuch No-
tice, or for any other Ju{’c and reafonable Caufe, to poftporie the Hearmg
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of the faid Matter to any Adjournment of the faid Seflions, or until the

General Quarter Seflions then next following, at the lecretlon of the
faid Juftices.

LI And be it further enalted, That 1f any A&:on, Smr, or Informas
tion fhall be commenced or profecuted againft any Perfon.or Perfons,
for any Thing done or to be done In puriuance of this A&, every fuch
- A&ion or Suit fhall be commenced within Six Calendar Months next
after the Fa&t committed, and fhall be laid or brought in the Court: of

Pleas of the Ifle of Ely, or in thesCounty of Norfolk, as the Cafe may be,

L’imi’tation of
Actions.

and not elfewhere ; and the Defendant or Defendants in {uch Action or F

-Suit fhall and may plead the General Iffue, and if in Replevin may _]uf—'

tify and avow, by virtue of this A&, as Perfons alling by Authority of
Commiffioners of Sewers are enabled to do, and may give this A& and
the fpecial Matter in Evidence without fpecially pleading the fame, orher-
wife than as aforefaid, at any Trial to be had thereupon, and that the
Faét alledged in fuch Aétion or Suit to have been done, was done in purs-
fuarice and by ‘the Authority of this A&, and if thé fame {hal]l appear
to have been fo done, or if any Action or Suit*fhall be brought after
the Time before limited for bringing the fame, or fhall be brought in

any other County or Place than as aforefand then the Jury fhall find for

“the Defendant or Defendants, Avowant or Avowants s or if the Plaintiff
or Plaintiffs (hall .become nonfuited, or forbear Profecution, or difcon<
tinue his,. her, or their Suit or Suxts, or if any Verdit {hall pals againit
him, her, or them, upon a Demurrer or otherwife, then and in any of
~ the iald Cales the Defendant or Defcndants, Avowant or Avowants, {hall

- [ Loc. & Per.} _ 7 R | recover

General Iflue,
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recover Treble Colfts, for which he, fhe, or they fhall have like Remedy
as where Cofts by Law are awarded,

LII. Provided always, and it is hereby further enaced, That this Act,
or any Thing herein contained, fhall not extend or be conftrued to extend
to invalidate, leflen, diminifh, alter, or take away any of the Rights,

- Powers, and Authorities vefted in the Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty

of the Comipany of Confervators of the Great.Level of the Fens called
Bedford Level, or in the faid Governor, Bailiffs, and Confervators, by vir-
tue of an Act made in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign of King Charles
the Second, intitnled, An At for fettling the Draining of the Great Level
of the Fensy ¢alled Bedford Level, or by virtue of any other A& or Statute
whatfoever ; but that all Rights, Powers, and Authorities whatfoever,
which by virtue of the faid Act of the Fifteenth of King Charles the Se-
cond, or of any other Act or Statute whatloever, now are vefted in the
faid Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty, or in the faid Governor, Bailiffs,

“and Confervators, or any of them, fhall for ever hereafter remain, conti-
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nue, and be in the faid Governor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty, and in the
faid. Governor, Balliffs, and Confervators, and every of them, as fully and
amply, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if this Act had never been made,

LIII. And be it further enafted, That all the Powers, Provifions, Pe-
nalties, Exemptions, Matters, and Things contained in, or prefcribed or

‘appointed by the {aid recited Act of the Twenty-ninth Year of the Reign

of His late-Majefty, not hereby taken.away, altered, or repealed, fhall be
of full force and effelt, and extend to this A&, and to the feveral Taxes,
Rates, Afleflments, Matters, and Things hereby granted, or autharized to
be laid and impofed, and hereby enaéted, and be executed with this A&,
as fully and eficCually, to all Intents and Purpofes, as if the fame were
herein repeated and re-enatted, '

I.1V. Provided always, and be it further enated, That all fuch Right
or Rights as any Lord or Lords, Lady or Ladies, of any Manor or Ma-
nors, Liberties, Hundred or Half Hundred, have heretotore had, within
his, her, or thejr refpective Manor or Manors, Liberties, Hundred or
Half Hundred, within or without the faid Boundaries, to Waifs, Eftrays,
Felon’s Goods, Privileges of Arrelfts, Efcheats, and all Royalties not pre-
judicial to Draining, be hereby faved to them, their Heirs, Succeflors,
and Afligns, feverally and relpectively, any Thing in this or the faid re.
cited Act to the contrary thereof notwithftanding,

LV. And be it further enacted and declared, That this Act fhall be
deemed and al]lowed a Publick Act; and all Judges, Juftices, and other
Perfons, are hereby required to take Natice thereof as fuch, without {pe-
cially pleading the fame. * _
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