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Cap. 104.

An Act to explain, amend, and render more effectual

- an Act, passed in the Third Year of the Reign of
King James the First, intituled An Act for the

recovering of Small Debts, and for the relieving of

noor Debtors in Liondon ; and an Act passed in the
Fourteenth Year of the Reign of His late Majesty
King George the Second, to explain and amend the
above-mentioned Act; and likewise for extending

the Powers of the Court of Requests in the City

of London, in and by the said Two several Acts
continued and established. [(9th July 1800.]

A HEREAS an Act of Parliament was passed in the Third Year

of. the Reign of His late Majesty King James the First, inti-
o tuled An Act for the recovering of Small Debis, and for the
relieving of poor Debtors in London: And whereas an Act of Parhiament

was passed in the Fourteenth Year of the Reign of His late Majesty
¢ [Loc. 9 Per.] 2t X King

3Jac.1,c.15.
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39° & 40° GEORGII  III.  Cap.104.

King: Gearge the Second, intituled An Act 10 explain and amend an Acty
made in the Third- Taar of the Reign of Km James the First, intituled
¢ An Act ﬁ??" the rez:awng of Small Debts, aﬂd Jor the. rgl:ewng of poor

¢ Debtors ini. Lnndon +? which said: Acts have been found useful’and bene-

ficial, but the saiié are in'some-respects defective and insufficienr fully

to answer*"the good ‘Purposes “thereby intended : And ‘whereas- if the
Number of the Commissioners of the Court- of Requests in the Clty,.,of

Lﬂﬂdﬂﬂ were lifited and ascertmned as herein-after mentmned ~and: if
the Pﬂwers of the: said-Court: under ‘the Two recited Acts- uf Parl:ament

were extended to thé Recovery of Debts not exceeding Five Pounds, it.

would be attended with benehicial Effects to the Public: And whereas
it would greatly alleviate the Distresses of the honest and unfortunate
Debtor, if the said Court was enabled to order Payment. of Debts,» for’

which-Judgment.shall- be~given, by Instalments- at:-stated- Periods; 'Wthh+

-k m..l.h.q. X o

.may be possible for thé Debtoi to pay;, though it may be absoluteljf Im-

possible for him or her to satisfy the whole Debt in one Sum: And
whereas Doubts have arisen whether Persons residing within the. City
of , London,nor the Liberties thereof, and..indebted to Persons- not re-

mdmg within -the: same City ot Liiberties, are subject ‘to the Jurlsdlctmn :

of ‘the -5aid-Court'j- ind whether Rent dué from-Lodgers:-and- otliers,
Wages due to Workmen or Servants, or the Quarterage due and

ay-
able by the several Members of the public Companies of the said City,

were recoverable in the said Court; and also whether Attornies and

Solicitors,~and - other :Officerss of'- -any ofithe Courts of"Law! 6r Equity, |

are subject to the Processes of the said Court : And whereas 1t would be

attenided with very beneficial Effects to the Public, if all Debts, whether

upon simple Contract or otherwise, not exceeding the Sum of Five
Pounds, (except such Debts whereto It is-herein-after expressly declared
that this Act shall not extend); Wwere*tecoverable in the said Court : May
it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted; and, be it

N S

endéied. by"-’ thé"King's" 'mbst- Excellent’ Majesty by and-with ‘the" Adwcc,.-

and -Consént -of :the; Liords ‘Spirirual“and Temporalyrand Comimons,- in

thlS present. Parllament assembled, and byfthe Authorlty of the same;That
s0 ‘fuch and: such’ *Parts of ‘the said Two recited Acis” of the Third" Year
ofy ng* James s the First,  and"the Fovrteenth” Vedr of King ‘Geéorgs the
Second,’ as. confine or restrain the. Cagnizance of Jurrsdlctxon of the Court
of Requ"ests of theicltjr”f London to Debts not exceedlng the Sutggf F orty
SHillinigs;-shall! (frothi and* after the ThH‘tIEth Day of Seprémber On thou—
sarid mght hundred) be;. and the- same 1ate’ hereby repf:aled

ho
.I-

‘II ’Afnd"' for the' due and regular appmntmg, and’ for hmltmigiT 'ahc'l' as-

certalmng 'the Numberof: theCommtss:mners of the'said Court of Réequests,
be 1t further -enacted, That Two Aldermén of - the- Cityyof: Liondon,: toge-

BN BT

ther “with ‘not "éss than Twenty Inhabltzint Hauseholders of the. respective -

Tkl

Wards or'* Districts " “herein-after- mentionéd @(Includmg ‘the “Common
Council Men for the Time being of the sard respective Wards or Dmtrlcts)

shall beinominated and:gppointed: inlsuch Manner asf bath “been hereto-

fore accustamed sto-be (Commissioners of:’ and’*to sit 'as usual’ In ‘IhE\Sald

“Court} for~0nef Calendar’ -Mnnth in* thel Rotation™ follﬂwmg ; (that IS
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T Year 1500, 1+ of Ootober - §°F the Ward of Chep.
S ENEN :'-"1' | Ndﬁemﬁ{r C N | ":Bré&%i Street. -
=== < Deember | - - Condlewick.
" 1801 - n.-l January . s . D_awgafeﬂ .
- February . - Bridge. . - ;-
N - March - - Walbrook.
- et - April- " " - " 7 Bassishaw.
e "r- ) May , - o — - C,'urc?wqf#er.- tr
L —— - Jume, . .. . - . Coleman Street.
o e Julp e qFarriﬂgdbnwirbiﬁ._
L e g it witin
; , | | - : g and without.
—— ‘a September” ' - " Tower.” |
T Odeber . {'A!dga;_:e and' Lime
. - .| Street.”. .
—— .« November | . - 135"'5&??3&.:31@5’6;“
t and without.
- December ' - - Broad Street.
1802 - January - - Billingspate. -

- . February | - - . Cornhill. - . .
Mareh L § Aldersgate within
e Al , - b and without,

- — - it N o Queeibith: -
o — - May - Castle Baynard.
S - Jue . . . Farringdonwithout.
- o - July . .- < '« " Portsoken.
\ ——r - ﬂugu;t .- S Fiﬂfr'y'. ' *. |
- S'epfembgr - -’ - Langbaurﬁ. )

And_that such Commissionérs shall, from Time 'to “Time hereafter, con-

tinue to b_e nominated and appointed from each of the said Wards or
Districts; 1n ~the. same Rotation, for One' Cilendar Month' in .'e'very suc-

ceeding Two Years; and that they the said Commissionéts, so to be’ from'

Time to Time:appointed, or any Three or more of themi shall

) ‘ and may
from Time to:Time have: full Power and' Authorit i

y to hear, examine,

and -determine- all Matters in ‘controversy’ coming before them, between'
Party and Party, where the Debt shall not exceed the Surn of Forty Shil-

" notexceeding

lings; and that the said Commissioners so to be from Time to Time
appointed, or any Seven or more of them, shall and may, from Time to
Time, have full Power and Authority to' hear, examiie, and’ determine
all'Matters in controversy coming before’them, between Party and Party,
where:the Debt shall not exceed the Sum of Five Pounds. R
— . . mee e mr ' r
I1L, ‘Provided always; and- be it further enacted, That' if at itﬁy‘ Court
or Sitting of the said Commissioners a-sufficient Number of them shall not
be present, it shall be lawful for such-Commissioners as are in Attendance
to call to their Assistance any other Commissioner or Commissioners, who
is, are, or shall be.duly qualified and authorized to act in the said
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otherswho  Court for any, other Month ; and it every.such Casé it.shall be lawful for
s1e houf

%{ﬁ not in such Assistant. Commissioner. or Cammlssmners 10 act in the “F.xecution of .
owuen.  the Powers and. Authorities given by. this, present Act, or. by either of the

a bl

Acts of Parhament herein-before mentmned, in the same Manner, as the

‘rr: : kil 1 -

Cﬂmmlssu}ners:for the then 'current Mﬂnth afe authorized and empuiﬁered
.k_ to act-; any thmg “herein ‘contained to the contrary thereof in anywme
noththstandmg P P

‘1
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‘Commission~ IV, And be it further. enacted That the said Commissioners to be ap-

-t“\;-.,‘

ers shall take pc:mted as aforesa:d or any of them, shall not be_capable_of acting as

Yhav

g‘e {‘”“”w‘"g Commrssmners nr ‘Commiissioner in the Execution of any of the Powers
“ and ‘Authorities -given by this present Act, or by either ‘of the before-
_meritioned ~Acts<of the Third Year of King James the First, and the
Fourteenth. Year. of King George the Semnd after the Thirtieth Day of

Al lnln'uJ o o

. September, One thousand eight hindred," (except the Power hereby given

w kgt "-r‘-"* w AL

of admmnstermg Odths to Commissioners), until they and he respectively
shall:have taken an- Oath to the Effect followmg (that is to say),

! _ ,ﬂ.lj ‘Jia.ﬂ-l' h{*'w.
Oath, ¢ 1 4. B.:do éwear; That I am possessed, far my own Use and Benefit,

of Estates or Property of the clear Amount or Value of One thousand

1 itit hlﬂl‘u’l—- i

¢"Pounds, over, and above all Tncumbranicés, and “that I will faithfully,

[TIRARL" L T Pl

* impartially; : and~honestly, according. to_thechest of my Skill.and Know-
¢ ledgs, execute.the several Powers aqd ITrusts reposed in.me as a Com.
‘ mlssicﬁié? of “the Court of Re:-',‘ctlllf.*stéL in"and for the Qlt)'... of London,
J ‘confarmablyito the Directions® and “true'Infent aid Meaning of an Act
¢ passed-in-the*Third Year of the Reign of His late Majesty King James
-« the.Firsty intituled An"det jbr the recovering of Small Debts, and for
¢ the relieving of . poor Debtors in London'; -and of T'wo other-Acts of Par-
‘ liament, .passed respectively in the Fnurteenth Year of the.Reign of His
“ lite Majesry King George the Second, and -in the Fortieth Year of the
“.:Reigiof His Majesty King George the Third, for explammg, amending,
¢ and rendering-more effectual the first-mentioned” Act, or” conformably
¢ to the Directionis and true Intent and Medning of such or'so"much of the” !
¢ same Three Acts of Parliament as:now.are or-is in~force, and that

¢ without Favaur or Aﬂ%:ctmn, Prﬁ:Judlce or. Mahce_'.f,.*.. L

-~ i ££
L :II.I“:} Jl- -Ilrl"'.p'l - . -..rli-i'l-t- t . . {-'
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] 1‘.
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T Sr_:- help me GO

" Which Oath.. ‘any | lwn .or ‘more;of - the sald Commissmners ‘are hereby
empowered and required to administér -to ‘each’other ; “and .’ they-the' sajd;
> Commissioners shall; and are hereby; required (after takmg the said Oath)

. J‘I.-e o ol A4 a! :Ifi' a4 el

_onek 1: 40 £0 SIgN OF subscnbe their respective Names upon-a Roll'or Rolls of Parch+

.1-.-.! -

PSR ment . tQ be provided for -that-Purpose,. with the: said' Oath’ written- or

r'i--i'-*"

Fidoah v prmted thmeﬂn and that such Ro]l or Rulls bhﬂ” be carefully kept amnng

-l.-d'-p- -4

:ff’f’-' -the. .'Rt*:{:::'rt::'lgg ofr.he said Court.- ST oot e apn )}
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Debtnrs.:l. 4 fV And be it further enacted That lt sha]ln be Iawful for any- Persgn,

-~ besuimmaned’ or Persons,‘.whether remdmg w:thm the Clty of London: or-elsewhere,’ also’
before Com-. Bndibs Politic - or Corporate, and -Fraternities :or Brothertioods, whether
missioners, " Cgrporate or not Corporate, who now have or hereafter shall have any
who may , such-Debt as 1s hereln-before specified or mentioned, or: any other ‘Debt

niake such -+, P i

Order there. or Debts. owmg or due, to, or .claimed or: demanded by such Petson “or

in, between Pe*fsbﬁs, Bodies Polmc 0T Corporate, and Fraternmes or Brotherh?ods, )
the:Farties whethﬂéf*Corporat_e, ‘or, not.,Corporaté,-not » éxceeding *the ‘Sum ¢of ' Five

ﬁs:}lgci.thl? . P‘?’uﬂa% from ;any Perqon or .P¢rsons: whamsnever, resxdmg or: mhablt-
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ing within the City of London, or' the Liberties thereof, or keeping any - - ¢ i

House, Warehouse, Shop, Shed, Stall, or Standj'or seeking:a Live- -+ “!i - ul
lihoed, or trading or dealing within the same City or Liberties, to c¢ause .;*""f’i"l_"l"'
such Debtor or Debtors, Pérson or Persons, fromwhom suchDebt or Debts - ;}‘.‘d o
shall be owing or due, or claimed or -demanded, and so resident,.inhabit- @ ...t

ig, or keeping any House, Warehouse, Shop, Shed, Stall,. or Stand, | C et
or seeking a Livelihood, or trading’ or dealing as-aforesaid, to be =~ " "%
warned or summored:by personal Service, or by a printed or written
Summons left at ‘the Dwelling House, Lodgings, or Place of Abode,
Warehouse, Shop, Shed, Stall, Stand, or any other Place of Dealing of
such Debtor cor Debtors, or Person or Persons as aforesaid, within the
Jurisdiction of the said Court, to appear before the Commissioners of
‘the said Court, to be held at or in the Guildhall of the said City, or at -
-or in some other Place to be provided by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen,
and Commons of the City of London in" Common' Council assembled,
within the said City, for holding the said Court; and: that after such
Summons as aforesaid, the said Commissioners, or any Three or more
of them, in case the Debts shall not exceed the Sum of Forty Shillings,
and if the same shall be above Forty Shillings and shall not exceed the
'Sum of Five:Pounds, the said Commissioners, or any Seven or more
of them, shall have full Power and Authority, by virtue of this Act,
from Time to Time to make or cause to be made such Order or Orders,
Decrees, Judgments, and Proceedings, between’ such Party Plaintiff
or Parties Plamntiffs, and his, her, or their Debtor’ 6r Debtors, or other
Person or Persons, Defendant or Defendants, touching. siich-Debts, as
they shall find to stand with Equity and good Conscience ; and thereby
may order and direct - the Payment of any such Debts to be made either
; in'One Sum or at Once, or by Instalments at - stated Periods, as they
\ shall see Cause, and deem just and reasonable j.all which Order.or Orders, Orders and
Decrees, Judgments, and Proceedings, so to be made, shall be -re- I;:”ﬁi“d‘“g?
gistered in a Book or Books, as they have been accustomed to be, and :e:ed. S regiss
as well the Party Plaintift or Parties Plaintifls as the Debtor or Defendant, -y
Debtors” or Defendants, whom such Order or Orders, Decrees,® Judg- -~ .- 7 -
ments, and Proceedings shall respectively concern, ‘shall observe, per- ~* - -
form, and Keep the same respectively in all Points ; and no such Orders, )
Decrees, Judgments, or Proceedings shall be removed or removable into
any other Court by Certioran or otherwise howsoever. | |

[
L

~ VI. And be it further enacted, That where any Debt shall be due; Where Debt
owing, or demanded from any Two or more Persons jointly, by reason shallbe due
or on account of -such Persons being Partners in Trade, or otherwise g:r';'m}‘:“
jointly concerxied, the like Service of any such Summons as aforesaid mﬂn;ng’gn";'.
on any One of such Two or more Partners or Persons -shall* be'as - good shall be suff-
and sufficient as'if each of them were separately summoned as-aforesaid. : ¢eat..

L ol

VII. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and Béﬁdies of |
for any:Plaintiff- or' Plaintiffs;"Defendant or Defendants, in- any Suit or the Court \
Cﬂuse hereafter depending in 'the Said1 Court of IR_(:'_}qlngst.‘:s‘,l 40 cause anY ah:}llsummnn
Person or Persons to be warned or summoned, as-often -as:’shallfapp_e_a_r ltnesses.
necessary; by One of such Beadles of the'said Court as ‘aforesaid; either
by serving such Stimmons personally, or by leaving ‘the'same-at. the last ..
or usual Place or respective ‘Places’ of '‘Abode of such Person -or Persons, - _
to appear’as a Witness or Witnesses to .give Evidence in the said:Court =" . ="

‘[ Loc. & Per.] Y AR

—am. - W
-
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Persens $0 te be summoned -to. gwe-Ewdence asmforesald shall; refuse or

neglect to:dppear.at, the Time:and: Place! to-which he, she,-or.they shall.be
50 Suminoned;- or: appearmg upon-aty such 'Summons'shall refuse to, be

exammedwupon Qath, vor;.in - case; of, a..Quaker. or Quakers, on. eelemu
.Affirmation’ (which- Oath or¢ Affirmation:the.said"Commissioners, -or any

<Three or »more of:.theri;.are hereby - authorized,. and .required te,;adml-
mister),*andto"

-give Evidence as: aforesaid before ;such. Cemmlssmners,
~accordizg to. hié true Intentiand Meaning of tth:e Act, then and in either of
“the'said! Caseseevery such Person so..neglecting, or,refusing. shall ., forfeit

o and ‘pay forievery. such: Offerice mot exceeding; the-Sum - of Ferty Shil:
' “lings, to.be.awarded by the said, Commissioners, or.;any Three. ‘or; more

of them, . inless :a: reasonible Excuse. be. oﬁ'ered to -and allowed ,by .the
dorthwith:. pay..into ‘the -said Court,the. Penalty enFerfelture 50, imposed

Commlssmners, ot:any: Three.orimore ;of .them; to; order.and cause such

Person. or-Persons ito-be;apprehended aby+ any; of :the Beadles .of the; said -

:Court,-and committed “to; any Prison~in ; the. sa:d Clty, ’there to', remain

' ferﬁnany Space“efuTxme not, exeeedmg One CaIendar,Menth, ,,unless such

Penalty orForfeirure shall be.sconer;;paid-; ;andyevery. such Penalty ‘or

“.upon him, her; orsthemyiit, shall. and may.be' lawful t0: and feruthe said

Forfeiture * as"last- mentiened t whichrshall, be reeewed..by vlrtue -of thlS -

‘of. fapprehendmg and taking . such-Person. or Persons so &neglectmg .01 Te-

fusing) betpaid over. into , the: Hands: of the.Churchwardens or, Overseers

of:the. Poor: ef the. Pelrleh «wherein; the Person; or;Persens reSpeetwely
paying: the same-shall, at;'thexTime: of his;-her,-.or- their Neglect.or Re-

‘fusal to -appear or.give Evidence. as-aforesaid,, inhabit, dwell,,or,seek a

Livelihood, and.shalli.be-applied. towards:the. Support and. Mamtenanee of
the Poor of the sald Parish. - : n —
% L

1, L5 ”’i:“. TR o 4 SR EUNTE S THC LS H“c . J 1”}1‘ 5y :‘ J,'i P ;‘ '
s VI And beslt farther enacted; That in.case any, Person or-Persons shall
makeé Qath;: ‘or, being tof: the. Peoplescalled; Quakers,; shall *make Affirma-
tion, .or.igive -Evidence,sin. any- Causeadependlng”m. the 5said, Ceurt of
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13! bIX <And whereas Diﬂieulnes:frequently arise-in.the Recovery of Debts |

1nf*the satd Court: of: Requests in suchi Cases as are next. herein-after, men-
tioned; »byrreason . of: Infaricy:;- « be :it- therefore - enacted, That. in’ Every

Case where a Debt riot exceeding the Sum of Five Pounds shall be con-

tracted"ﬁjr': Neeeesanesnby“any ‘Petbonyunder:; the-Age . of rlwenty-one

Years, and residing;lor. 'inhabiting; or employed a8 Clerk;: Book Keeper, -
' Journe}’men,.Shepman or ~Labourer; or’otherwise - seekmg -a-Livelihood

within the'City. of: Landan*eritherleertles thereef 1it~ shall. t:;elr lawful fer
the Person: or! Persens rfo. whomsuch:Debtishall - be dueﬁ to4 sue fer and
fécover such:Debrin thev said-Gourt.of Requests,in: the sare Manner ﬁs
if theé Persen fby -whomthe 'saméshall: be contracted--were of full. Age s

‘anid! that in everthase ‘where: any“Wages, not exeeedmg the- Sum of' Fwe
rh . A V- o _.,,..Pounds

-incur and -suffer the like Pains and Penalties'as any other Person or Per-
- sons eonvletedef wiltul Perjury; ‘according, ‘to.the Laws .and Statutes of

a

Act, :sHalf théreupon (after * deduetmg the -reasonable;,Costs and Charges -
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Pounds, shall be due to any menial or other, Servant under the Age of
Twenty-one Years, it shall be lawful for such Servant to sue for and re-
cover such Debt in. the said Court of Requests in thessame Manner as tf
he or she were of full Age ;.and the said Commissioners; or, any Fhree or
morefofjthem, are hereby fully authorized .and required, in-such'Cases,
to. take. cognizance of- and- proceed .concerning:. such :Debts in-the same
Manner,-and -shall have such and the. same Powers, - in regard* thereto, as
if the Plamtlﬂ"s and Defendants were all of full Age. IR

L Y

«.X. And be-it further epacted, That! no Privilege shall -be allowed to
exempt: any-Person from the Jurisdiction of the said- Court* of Requests
on account of his’ being an- Attorney or Solicitor; or any other Officer of
any--of the Courfts of Law or Equity at Westrminster, -or.-of-.any "other
Court-whatsoever 3 but-ithat all; Attornies,. Solicitors, and -Officers shall
be“-subject tothe several Processes, Orders, Judgments, and Executions
of the said-Court of Requests, in- the same Manner as any-other Persons

are subject to the same by the said recited ‘Acts: and this Aet or. any ,of
them. o e et e e

f *'l-'

" XL Provided alwaye and 1t is hereby-declared, That this Act, or any
thmg -herein contained, shall not extend to any Debt where any Title of
Freehold or Lease for, Years of any Lands-or Tenements shdll cornié in
question, Or to any Debt - by Specialty, which .shall not be for Payment
of a Sum eertaln, nor to any other Debt, that shall arise by reason of - any
Cause concerning Testament or Matrimony, .or any thing. concerning or
properly belonging to the Ecclesiastical Court, albeit the same respectively
shall not exceed Fwe Pounds ; any thmg herein contained to the contrary
nntw:thstandlng. Y . L
- XIL - And be it further enacted That if any Action’ or.. Sult shall be
commenced in any other Court than the said Court of, Requests, for any
Debt not- exceeding the Sum ' of Five Pounds, and recoverable by. virtue
of the said recited Acts and of this Act, 'or any of them, in the said Court
of Requests, then and 'In evéry such Case the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs in such
Action’ or Suit shall not, by reason of ,a Verdict for him, her,.or. them,
or -otherwise; ‘have or be entitled, to any Costs whatseever and if the
Verdict shall be given for, the Defendant or Defendants in suc:h Action.
or Suit; and the Judgeor Judges;befere whom the same shall be tried or
hedrd shall think fit to.certify-that such Debt ought to have:been reco-

- vered in the'said Court,of Requests, then and so often such Defendant. or
.. Défendants shall have Double Costs, and shall.. have such Remedy for
recovéring the same_.as any Defendant or Defendants may;have fer. his,
her, or thelr Costs in any 'Cases’ by Law. " AT S
. o " .

XI1I. Prewded always, That nOthlng hCI'EIH contdined shall extend or be
constiued to.extend to prevent'or,restrain.any Person or Persons from
making Distress, or brlngrng any Action or, Actions, whatsoever for Rent,

.

and thereby,recovering such Rent with Costs, although the same Rent ..

should, not ‘exceed the Sum of Five Pounds. ... .. . " ..
| KIV And for remowng all Doubts Whether.the Statute of L:mltatlons
may "be pleaded in the said Court of Requests, it is hereby further

“enacted and declared, That Defendants in that Court shall be allowed to
plead
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 pledd; or¢laim’the Benefit of--any Statute of Limitationsi=nowain s being'!
" or”heéreafter * to-be’made; tand évery-‘such Defendantyeso spledding -or
claiming;shall. hdave-and'receivé suchy and-the liketAdvantage:and?Relief
| théreby as ‘such, Defendarit would have beeti entitled:to ‘in tcase *this Act
.+ had not béenimade;-and<he or she had been sued -for the.same;Debt, or
‘other ‘Cause of Action;in any of- His Majesty’s Courts -at Westmirister; or
afiy* other Court, and-had: there -pleaded fE;ilch--'~Sta‘tu’fé11inwba_n!t:}‘-t‘the
Action or Suit. B T S T F L L
' - oo ot MG FEECE B T
Time of Im-  .; XV, ‘And’be it further enacted; That.no Person: 6r: Persons+whosoever,
P?EEEE:E:‘; | beingfq;l?gbtor-, or' Debtors; Defendant:or Defendants,-'andtwha*shall be
Lited.r . . committed.to any: Gaol or-Prison by Order of the said: Gourt:of Requests,
©7"" shalbbekept oricontinued in Custody.on’any Pretence whatsoever:(except
~ in*the Cases' hérein-after.otherwise provided for) for ‘any-longer-Space or
Spaces. of Time,, from the Time of his, her; or their Commitment to«Pri.
son, than.is:or-'are. next:herein-after.. limited in that Behalfi;¢ (that is: to
say ), where the Debt (exclusive of Costs) does. not..exceed TwentyShil-
lings, then he, she, or they shall not be kept or’ continued in Custody
. for more .than- Twenty Days; and “where the Debt (exclusive of Costs)
t1.m "W does not:exceed the! Sum of “Forty Shillings; then.-not'moré:sthan Forty
- * ‘Days.; andwhere the Debt (exclusive of Costs)-does’ notexceed-theiSum
" of Three Pounds, then not more -than Sixty Days;. and - where-the;Debt
(exclusive of Costs) - does not exceed Five '‘Pounds, then'not®moreithan .
One hundred Days from the Time of-such' his, her,: orytlieir Commit:
ment 3 .and - all Gaolers and Keepers of Prisons- are .hereby: directed..and
required: to discharge such Personsaccordingly. * < 4cwyza v 5

LY *"

Y ' S o S .. TR el v,
TheTime of  XVI. And whereas since the Limitation of the Time of Imprisonment-.
Imprison-  for Small Debts, some idle and ill-disposed Persons have been in the
:‘;EE ;.‘;g%‘ . habit of contracting numerous. Small Debts, and. upon béing proceeded
each Exe. ' against in -the said. Court. of;Requests in ‘respect. thereof. have:suffered
| cupibn;_‘:“”’ Judgment to pass-against'them therein, and by secreting themselves have

00+ L, avoided® being taken into Custody- until many.Executions have.issued in
;. . the said Court against them, and then, by suffering a short Imprisonment;

vi " 77 have exonerated ‘themselves from all such Debts, and thereby defrauded
* . their several Creditors; be it <therefore: further enacted,.That from".and
i, after the passing of this Act, all and every Person and Persons.who shall
¢4 % ... be taken in Execution, under or by virtue of any Process issuing: from or
e U gut of thewsald Court of Requests, and . who at.the Time. of: being taken .
' "+ "' “into Custody, or during his; her, or their Imprisonment, shall have more
. .o~ . . than one Execution against him, her, or them, in the said Court, he;.she,
-, worred® orthey shall be imprisoned the limited Time for and in ‘respect.of each
- Execution ; (that 1s to say), after the limited Time is expired on:the Iirst.
E xecution, the Imprisonment shall commence on the Second Execution ;
-nilov and after.the limited Time is-expired on the Second Execution, the.lm-
sjuine e ¢ prisonment shall commence on the Third Execution, and¥so on'until«he,
e L . she, orithey shall have beén imprisoned the limited Time for: and .in.re-
e spect of .each separate Execution to be issued against- him, -her, or them'in
Y. .~ ul the said Court, previous to his, her, or their being taken. into-Custody;ior
: during - his, her, or their Imprisonment ; any Law, Statute, or Usage to.
EETE rE the conraryinotwithstanding. - -7 o e A0 LG e e e e R
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. .»X VII; And :whereas an Act of Parliament was passed in the Twenty-fifth
Y ear .of<the;Reign-of His, present Majesty, intituled dn Act for reducing o5G.3.c:45.
the Timesfor,Imprisonment of Debtors committed to Prison upon Prosecutions
in:Courts .of;Gonscience in London, Middlesex, and the Borough of South-
wark, to theisame Periods in,each Court ; and for abolishing Fees paid by
those ‘Debtors to.Gaolers ‘or others, on account of 'such Imprisonment : Now

be it hereby-further enacted, That.all and.every the Directions, Powers,
and Provisions contained in the same Act, concerning the Discharge
of imprisoned Persons without Payment of Fees, the Hearing and
Determination of Offences against the same last-mentioned . Act, .the
Application of Penalties and Forfeitures thereby inflicted, the Limitation

Recited Act,
as far as re-
spects Ihs-
charge of im-
prisoned Per-
sons’ without

of Time - for. exhibiting Complaints: or . Informations, and .the issuing of Payment of

F‘E'E-B‘ &ﬂl £X=

.Process, shall relate. and extend to this present Act, and so far as the
;same are -applicable to the Purposes of this Act shall be observed, ex-
.ercised, and performed respectively:in such and the same Manner‘as if
the same were herein expressly mentioned and repeated and at large
re-enacted. ' SR | |

tendedto this
Act.

X VI And be it further enacted, That no Action or Suit shall be com« L;imitation of
menced against any Person or Persons for any thing done in pursuance Actions.

-of “ this ‘Act, ‘or on account of any Order, Determination, Judgment,
or Decree of the said ‘Commissioners, until Fourtéen ‘Days Notice
shall be given thereof in Writing, to be left at the Office of the Clerks
of the said Court, or after sufficient Satistaction or Tender thereof hath
been made to the Party or Parties aggrieved, or after Three Calendar
Months next after the Cause of ‘Action shall arise; and the Defendant or
Defendants in such Actions and Svuits, and every of them, may plead the
General Issue, and give this Act and the special Matter in Evidence at
any Trial or Trials, which shall be had thereupon; and if the Plaintff
shall be nonsuited, or if a Verdict or Judgment shall be given for the
Defendant or Defendants therein, then and in either of the said Cases,
such Defendant or Defendants shall have Double Costs, and shall have
such Remedy for recovering the same as any Defendant or Defendants
may have for his, her, or their Costs in any Cases by Law.

XIX. Provided always, That the Two first herein-before recited Acts of
the Third .Year of King James the First, and the Fourteenth Year of
King George the Second, and all Powers, Provisoes, Clauses, Matters, and
Things therein respectively contained, shall, so far as the same are not
hereby expressly repealed, or otherwise provided for, and are not incon-
+ sistent with any of the Provisions of this present Act, continue and be in
full Fofce, and extend to all and every Person and Persons-to whom this
- Act doth or shallextend - - =~~~ =~ & -

L/ . \
4w - . +, oy

XX, And be it further enacted, That the Charges and Expendes at.
tending the obtaining and passing of this Act shall be paid and defrayed
‘from and out of the now remaining Surplus of Monies which have from
- Time to Time been paid into the said Court of Requests by Defendants
in that Court, and have not been claimed by the Persons entitled thereto,
which-Surplus lies unemployed in the Chamber of the City of London,
and is not likely that any considerable Part thereof will -ever be claimed.

[ Loc. & Per,] 21 Z
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) “" EXI "Prev:ded' néﬂfefftheless‘* and’ be lt enaeted;’ THat if -dit any Time -
ke good®S " poYaifedr fhe Wholk er AT ')'r;Part ofithe Money s0*to be apphed shall be

winted to answer ‘any 'of the Claiiiis *o6r Déminds-of the Suitors of. the
::g‘a{ic‘l‘ th”r‘it'; or “E}ther .P‘e”r§on5 entitled" thereEe then and'-in such Case’ the
Ma fér A nd Ceiﬁﬁ“‘iena]ty and' Citizéns vof "the Said C:ty shall' restore:and

make 'gbed é‘ﬁeh_l}/leney, of: 56" iich ‘thefeof as ‘may be so -wanted, and
pay thé samie ilito the Chamber of thie said City, -to” the Intent that ‘such
Suitors, or other Pérsons so' entitled; may at all Times be -paid their re-

‘siae‘en;’;ei Démands ot of the éottrriont anid général Cash belonging to the
Suitérsof thé said Court. ’ |

!h’ w[e:' ..'[ ;Ii-i. .-' ﬂr how .oy {-liq !1 » - 'q :-q..-.i. ...'...J' B 1
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- XXII A‘ﬁﬂ Be it enacted That ‘this Aet shall eommence and take eﬂ’eet
from anﬂ after ﬁthe Th:rt:eth Dey of Septémber Ornié thousand_eight -hun.
dred an’d b deeried and taken £0 ‘be a!Public Act, and shall 'bé tiken

.alrt

netlce eF 48 such by all Judges,~Justices, and other Persene whemseever
‘ ""theut the saitie being spet:lalljr’ I'Jleaded - -
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