ANNO TRICESIMO OCTAVO

GEORGII III. REGIS.

Cap. 58.

An A& for obviating and removing Doubts re{pe&ing
the Holding of the Adjournments of the General
Court of Quarter Seflion of the Peace in and for
the County Palatine of Lancafler ; and for autho-
rizing the Juftices of the Peace a&ing in and for
the {2id County to hold an Annual General S:ffion,
and alfo a Special Seffion, for the Purpofes therein

mentioned. [21ft Func 1798.]

T FHERFEAS the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace for the
%;v Ccunty Palatine of Lancafier have been for divers an?d very
' many Years laft paft ulually holden at the Towns, Plac: and
Times, and in the Manner following ; (that is w fay,) The Firft Quar-
terly Seffion, commonly called The Epiphazy Seffion, at Lancafier on
Tue/day in the Firlt Week next after the Feaft of the Episbany, according
to the prefent Stile or Computatior: of Time ufed in this Kingdom, by
Adjournment at Preffon on the Ther/day following, by further Adjourn-
ment at //7gan on the Monday following, and by further Adjournment at
Manchefier on the Thurjday Sevennight (but now and of late Years on the
iV ednefday Sevennight) after the Comme-ement of the faid Seffion ; the
Second Quarierly Seffion, commonly call= " b Eajter Seffion, at Lancafter
on the Tu¢/day next after Lot Sunday, by Adjournment at Preffon on the
[Lee, & o] 9D Thuyr/day
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Thurfday following, by farther .Adjoumment at Ormflirk on the Mond.x
following, and by further Adjourniment at Manchefier on the Thurfday
Sevennight (but now and of late Years on the [Fednefday Sevennight)
after Low Sunday; the Third Quarterly Seffion, commonly calizd 72
Midiummer Seffion, av Lancafier on the Tug/day in the Firlt Week next
after the Feaft of the Tranflation of Saint 7bomas the Martyr, commonly
calied Thomas & Beckett, by Adjournment at Freflon on the Thurfday fol-
lowing, by further Adjournment at Orm/fkirk on the Monday following,
and by further Adjournment at Manchefter on Thurfday Sevennight (but
now and of late Years on the Wedne/day Severnight) next after the Com-
mencement of the faid Seffion; and the Fourth Quarterly Seffion, com-
meonly called The Michaelnas Sefion, at Lancaffer on the Tue/day in (he
Firt Week next after the Fealt of Saint AZickael the Archangel, by Ad-
journment at Prefion on the Thurfday following, by further Adjournment
at /Vigan on the Monday followinz, and by further Adjourpment at Man-
chefler on the Thurf/day Sevennight (but now and of late Years on the #ed-
nefday Sevennight) afrer the Commencement of the faid Seffion; and have
fo continued to be hoklen to the great Benefit of the County at large, and
the convenient Adminiftration of Public Juftice: And whereas, 0 Ad-
dition to the faid Four General Courts of Quarter Sefions {u holden
by Adjournment as aforefaid, it has bees found expedient that a Gereral
Seflions of the Peace fhould be annuallv holden at a central and con=
venient Place in the faid County Palatine, for the Purpole of tranfating
the general Bulinefs of the County at large: And whereas tie Town of
Prefton being fuch central and convenieat Place in the fad County, a
General Seffion of the Peace, called The Epiphany Seffion, hath been for
fome Years laft paft annually holden there for the Purpofe aforefsid,
by Adjournment from Manchefler to the faid Town of Prefon, to the
great Convenience and Advantage of the County at large: And whereas
the Legality of the faid Adjournments of the faid General Courts of
Quarter Seffion hath heen attempted to be called in queftion: And
whereas it is expedient that all Doubts regarding the Legality of fuch
Adjournments fhould be removed: And whereas it is expedient, that in
the Lieu and Stead of fuch Aanual General Seflion, called The Epi-
phany Seffion, fo now holden by Adjoumment from Manchefter to Prefion
as aforefaid, a General Seffion for the faid County Palatine thould be
annually holden on the Thur/day next afier the Feaft of Saint Fobn the
Buptft, for the Purpofes hereinafier mentioned 5 and that the holding
of the fame, as well as the holding of a Special Seflion for the Pur-
pofes 1n that Behalf alfo heretnafter mentioned, thould be fully eftab-
lilhed and confirmed; but fuch Deubts cannot be effc@tuaily obviazed,
ror the holding of the faid Court of Annual Geaeral and Sgecial
Sceion be folly and effeltually eftablithed and confirmed without the
Aid and Authority of Parliament: May it therefore pleafe Your Mooty
that it may be enalted; and be it enalted by the King’s Maft Fxces-
lent Muajelty, by and with the Advice and Confent of the Lords Spiritual
and Temporal, and Commons, in this prelent Parliamens atizmdicd,
and by the Authority of the fame, That the feversl Courss of General
Quarter Seffion which have been fo heretniore, ur which (hall hereatter
be holden in purfuance of any Adjournmeat of fuch Geaerai Court of
Quarter Seflion, originating at and firltmade from Lawcagfer w the Towas
ot Preflon, Wigan, Qriilivk. and Muncleior, or any of them, and alfo

fuch
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fuch Annual General Seffions heretofore holden as aforefaid, fhall be ad-
judged, deemed, and taken to have been, and are hereby accordingly de-
clared to be, legal and valid to all Intents and Purpofes whatfoever.

II. And be it further enafted, That on Thur/day the Twenty-eighth
Bay of Fure Onc Thoufand Seven Hundred and Ninety-eight it
fhall and misv be tawfol to and for the Jultices of .the Peace for the
faid County Pulatine, or any Two or more of them, and they are hereby
refpeGively authorized and empowered to hold an Annual General Seffion
of the Pcace for the faid County Palatine, at the Town of Preffon afore-
faid, and from thenccforth the fame to be there holden on the Thar/-
day next following the Feaflt of Sazint Fobn the Baptift in every
Year, for ever, for the Purpofes hercinafter mentioned, and to adjourn
the fame from Time to Time as Occafion fhall require.

III. And be it further enacted and declared, That ‘all Matters and
Bufinefs lawfully and ufually tranfaéted and done by the Juftices of the Peace
for Counties at any Seflions of the Peace hclden for the fame, by virtue
of or under the feveral Aés of Parliament which have been heretofore
made, or which fhzll be hereafter made, for or concerning the eretting;
building, amending, repairing, enlarging, alterirg, or removing any of
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the Gaols, (except the Removal of His Majefty’s Gaol from the Caftle of -

Lancaftzr,) Houfes of Correction, and Penitentiary Houfes, belonging
to the County at large, and the Regulation and Government thercof, or
for or concerning the erelting, building, amending, repairing, en-
larging, altering, or removing any County Bridges, or for or concerning
any other Public Works of the County, and all Matters and Bufinefs re-
lating to fuch Gaols, Heufes of Correction, and Penitentiary Houfes, and
County Bridges, and other fuch Public Works, to the defraying the
Charges and Expences whereof the Rates or Affeflinents of the faid
County Palatine now are or fhall hereafter become in any Manner by Law
chargclablc; and alfo all Matters and Bufinefs lawfully and ufually tranf.
a&ed and done by the Jultices of the Peace for Counties at any Seflions of the
Peace holden for the fame in refpe& to the auditing, fettling, and allowing
of the Accounts of the Treafurer for the County, and all other Public Ac~
counts relative to the County at large, the ele@ting, nominating, ap=-
pointing, and removing and paying of the County Trealurer, of the
Chaplains 10 County Gaols, and of the Keepers of fuch Houfes of Cor-
re&tion and Penitentiary Houfes as aforefaid, and of all other Public
Officers that now are or hereafter thall be in the Nomination of the Juftices
of the Peace for the County, and whofe Salaries are or fhall be payable
out of the County Rates or Affeffiments; and alfo all other Matters and
Bufinefs lawfully and ufually tranfacted and done by Juftices of the Peace
for Counties, at any Seffions of the fame, in refpet to the rating;
laying, and affefling of any County Rates or other Charges upon and for
the fame, or the railing, levying, and colletting thereof, thall be heard,
erermined, and carried into Execution in and for the faid County Pala-
tine folely and exclufively at the faid Annual General Seflion of the
Pcace o hereby authorized and appointed to be holden at Preffon as
aforefaid, ar the Time aforefaid, or at fome Adjournment thereof, and at
no other Seflion, Place, or Time whatfoever, fave as hereinafter

mentioned,
v, Pra-
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1V. Provided neverthelefs, That nothing in this A& contained fhall ex-
tend or be conftrued to extend to authorize or empower the Juftices af-
fembled at any fuch General Annual Seffion, or at the Special Seffion
hereafter authorized to be holden, to remove tiis Majcfty’s Gzol from
the Caftle of Lancafier.

V. Provided always, and be it further enatted and declared, That if
any Vacancy or Vacancies fhall happen in any of the faid Public Offices;
the Nomination or Appointment to which cannot conveniently be deferred
to the next Annual General Seffion, or the Adjournment thereof; or if
any other unforefeen Accident, Circumftance, or Emergency fhall at any
‘[ ime hereafter occur, arife, or happen within the faid County Palatine;
touching or concerning any of the aforefaid Matters and Things {o as,
aforefaid meant and appoinred to be within the Power or Jurifdiction of
the faid Annual General Sefiion fo appointed to be holden as aforefaid, and
which may require fuch immediate or fpeedy Artention thereto and De-
cifion thereupon as may render the holding a Special Scffion in that Behalf
neceflary; that in fuch Cafe the Clerk of the Peace for the faid Couaty, or
his Deputy, fhall, upon the Order in Writing under the Hands and Seals

nefs intend= Of any Three or more Juftices of the Peace for the faid County, to him

brought for-
waid at futh

for that Purpofe given, and wherein fhall be exprefled and contained the
Nature, Purpaort, true Intent, and Mcaning of the Bufirefs intended to be
braught ferward at, and heard and determined by the Juftices to be aflem-
bled at fuch Special Seffion, caufe an Adverufement for the holdiag of
the fame to be inferted Twice at the leaft in fome One of the feveral
Public Newfpapers printed at each of the Towns of Liverpool and Max-
chefter in the faid County Palatine refpetively, if any fuch iw then there
publifhed, and if not, then T'wice in ke Manner in the Tondon Gazeite,
thereby notifying and declaring the faid Order of the fad Juftices, fo to
him in that Behalf given, together with the Names of fuch Juitices, and
the faid intended Bulinefs fo therein fpecified ; and thereby alfo, 1 obcdi-.
ence thereto, requuiing the Juftices of the Peace for the faid County to
aflemble at Prefton aforefaid, for the Purpofe of their holding a Special
Seffion on a ceriain Day to be fpecified in fuch Advertifernent, and of
then and there taking the Bufinefs of which fuch Notice fhall have been
fo as aforefaid given into Confideration, and of muking fuch Oider and
Determination therein as to the Court to then and there tu be afleinbled
fhall feem meet: Provided always, That the "l'ime to be appointed in
fuch Advertifement of the Clerk of the Peace for holding of fuch laft
mention. d Special Seflion for the Purpole aforefsid, fhall not be earlier than
Twenty onc Days from the Time when fuch Order of the aforefaid Juf-
tices {hall have been fiift delivered to or left at the Office of the faid Cierk
of the Peace for the faid County, nor within a lefs Time than Fourteen
Days from the Time of the firft publifhing of fuch Advertilement:
Provided alfo, That fuch Special Seffion, when fo called together and
affembled as aforefaid, fhall and may be lawfully holden accordingly for
the due Difpatch and ordering of the Bufinefs {o particularly nonfied as
aforefaid, and no other, and the fame fhall and may be adjourned from
;l"imeﬁto Time by the Juftices there prefent, as to the fame Juftices fhall
eem fit,

VI1. Prog
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VI. Provided alfb, and be it further enacted, That in cafe it (hall at Ine:fe of
any ‘L'ime hereafter happen that by Reafon of the Non-attendance of the f\f‘:,’:‘“{_"f"-‘j‘
Juttices, or otherwife, any original Quarter Seflion of the Peace for the Jupc ;w
faid County Palatine, or any Adjournment of fuch Quarter Seffion, theirN.gledt
thall not be holden; or in cafe of the holding the fame, if the Juftices of or Rafulalio
the Peace there affembled fhall negle& or refufe to adjourn, or be pre- 260%™, 1o
vented from adjourning the fame to any other Time or Place; then and d;;,;ég ,(:‘g,e
in tuch Cafe the fame Quarter Seffion fhall be adjudged, deemed, and adjourned to
takem to be adjourned to the next Town and Place where the fame has the next
been ufually holden, and fhall accordingly be there holden at fuch Time g;“}fllg.‘“e
and Place as the faid Quarter Seffions has heretofore ufually been I
holden by Adjournment, according to the Praltice of the faid County
Palatine in this Behalf, and which is fo as aforcfaid hereby eftablithed and -

confirmed.

VII. Provided always, and it is hereby further enacted, That the Juf- Quarter Sef-
tices of the Peace affembled at Lancafier at their feveral General Courts of fions autho-
Quarter Seffion of the Peace, or at any of the Adjournments thereof, to E:{ed{ t°h

. . . . y fuc
be holden in Manner aforefaid, are hercby authorized and required to Rages as fmall
levy, raife, and colle¢t, and caufe to be levied, raifed, and colleéted, in the e made ac
faid County, all fuch Rates and Affeffments as fhall by the faid Annual the Annual
General Seffions, or any Adjournment of the fame, or any Special ?e"“al Sef-
Seflions to be fo holden as aforefaid, bz ordered, required, and directed to 1ons.

be levied, railed, and colleéted.

VIII. And whereas the Salary now and heretofore paid to the Treafurer Jugices a
of the faid County Palatine, in purfuance and by virtue of a cerrain At of the Annual
Parliament made and paffed in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of His General Sef-
late Majelty King George the Second, is by that Statute not allowed to ex- ﬁgi‘v:r’:'d‘ o
ceed ‘he Sum of Twenty Pounds a Year: And whereas the Ameunt of f’ncreaf‘e the
fuch Salary has been found to be whoily inadequate to the Labour and Treafurer’s
Trouble atiending the Executionof the faid Office, and particularly on Ac- Salary out of
count of the great Increafe of the Public Bufinefs belonging to the faid g:tgoumy
Office, in confequence of divers A&s of Parliament lately pafied; be it ’
therefore enated, That it fhall and may be lawful for the Juftices af-
fembled at fuch Annual General Seffion as aforefaid to make fuch further
Yearly Allowance to the faid Treafurer for the Difcharge of the Duties of
the faid Office (to be paid out of the Rates of the faid County Paiatine)

as to the faid Juftices fo there affembled fhall from Time to Time appear
reafonable.

IX. And be it further enaQed and declared, That the Expences incident Bxpences of
to the foliciting, obtaining, and paffing of this A¢t thali be paid out of the the AQ tobe
County Rates of or for the faid County, by and under the Order of the paid cut of
Juftices of the Peace for the fame County affembled at fuch Annual ff“‘ County
General Seflion to be holden as aforefaid. Rates,

X. Provided always, and be it further enated, That nothing herein con- Rights of the
tained fhall extend or be conftrued to extend in any Manner to take away Corporation
or deftroy any Rights which now do, in virtue of any Charter or Charters of Lancafer
or otherwife howfoever, by Law belong to the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Est;;gﬂ?
Commonalty of the Town of Lancafter, but that the faid Mayor, Bailiffs, ’

[Loc. & Per.] 9 £ and
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and Commonalty may and fhall have, hold, exercife, and enjoy, and con-
tinve to have, hold, exercife, and enjoy, all fuch Rights and Privileges as
now by Law belong to the faid Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty, in fuch
and the like Manner and Form as if this A& had not been made;
any Thing herein contained to the contrary thereof in anywife notwith..

ftanding.
Publick A&, XI. And be it further enacted, That this At fhall be adjudged, deemed,

and taken to be a Publick Act; and fhall be judicially noticed as fuch by
all Judges, Juftices, and other Perfons whomfoever, without being

ipecially pleaded.
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