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Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community

PART THREE

SEPARATION PROVISIONS

TITLE XIII

OTHER ISSUES RELATING TO THE FUNCTIONING OF THE
INSTITUTIONS, BODIES, OFFICES AND AGENCIES OF THE UNION

Article 120

Obligation of professional secrecy

Article 339 TFEU and other provisions of Union law that impose an obligation of
professional secrecy on certain individuals and institutions, bodies, offices and agencies
of the Union shall apply in the United Kingdom in respect of any information of the
kind covered by obligations of professional secrecy either obtained before the end of
the transition period or obtained after the end of the transition period in connection with
activities of the Union pursuant to this Agreement. The United Kingdom shall respect
such obligations of individuals and institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and shall
ensure that they are complied with in its territory.

Article 121

Obligation of professional discretion

Article 19 of the Staff Regulations of Officials of the European Union and other
provisions of Union law that impose an obligation of professional discretion on certain
individuals shall apply in the United Kingdom in respect of any information either
obtained before the end of the transition period or obtained after the end of the transition
period in connection with activities of the Union pursuant to this Agreement. The United
Kingdom shall respect such obligations of individuals and shall ensure that they are
complied with in its territory.

Article 122

Access to documents

1 For the purposes of the provisions of Union law on access to documents of the
institutions, bodies, offices and agencies of the Union, all references to Member States and their
authorities shall be understood as including the United Kingdom and its authorities in respect
of documents drawn up by or obtained by the institutions, bodies, offices and agencies of the
Union:

a before the end of the transition period; or
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b after the end of the transition period in connection with activities of the Union pursuant
to this Agreement.

2 Article 5 and Article 9(5) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European
Parliament and of the Council(1) and Article 5 of Decision ECB/2004/3 of the European Central
Bank(2) shall apply in the United Kingdom in respect of all documents falling within the scope
of those provisions obtained by the United Kingdom:

a before the end of the transition period; or
b after the end of the transition period in connection with activities of the Union pursuant

to this Agreement.

Article 123

European Central Bank

1 Articles 9.1, 17, 35.1, 35.2, and 35.4 of Protocol (No 4) on the Statute of the European
System of Central Banks and of the European Central Bank, shall apply in respect of the ECB,
the members of its organs, its staff, the representatives of the national central banks in the ESCB
who take part in the activities of the ECB, and any property, assets and operations of the ECB in
the United Kingdom held, managed or conducted pursuant to that Protocol. The ECB shall be
exempt from requirements to register in the United Kingdom or to obtain any form of licence,
permit or other authorisation or permission from the United Kingdom to carry out its operations.

2 Paragraph 1 shall apply in respect of:
a such property and assets of the ECB that are held in the United Kingdom at the end of

the transition period; and
b such operations of the ECB in the United Kingdom or with United Kingdom

counterparts, and ancillary activities related thereto, that were ongoing at the end of the
transition period, or that are initiated after the end of the transition period as part of
its activities to sustain operations that were ongoing at the end of the transition period,
until their final maturity, disposal or completion.

Article 124

European Investment Bank

1 Article 13, Articles 20(2), 23(1), 23(4) and Article 26 and the first paragraph of Article
27 of Protocol (No 5) on the Statute of the European Investment Bank shall apply in respect
of the EIB, the members of its organs, its staff and the representatives of the Member States
who take part in its activities, as well as to any subsidiaries or any other entities established
by the EIB before the end of the transition period in accordance with Article 28(1) of that
Protocol, in particular the European Investment Fund. The EIB and the European Investment
Fund shall be exempt from requirements to register in the United Kingdom or to obtain any
form of licence, permit or other authorisation or permission from the United Kingdom to carry
out their operations. The currency of the United Kingdom shall remain freely transferable and
convertible, subject to Article 23(2) of Protocol (No 5) on the Statute of the European Investment
Bank in respect of the convertibility of the currency of the United Kingdom into a currency of
a non-Member State, for the purposes of such operations.

2 Paragraph 1 shall apply in respect of:
a such property and assets of the EIB or of any subsidiaries and other entities established

by the EIB before the end of the transition period in accordance with Article 28(1)
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of Protocol (No 5) on the Statute of the European Investment Bank, in particular the
European Investment Fund, that are held in the United Kingdom at the end of the
transition period; and

b such borrowing, financing, guarantee, investment, treasury and technical assistance
operations of the EIB or of any subsidiaries and other entities established by the EIB
before the end of the transition period in accordance with Article 28(1) of Protocol
(No 5) on the Statute of the European Investment Bank, in particular the European
Investment Fund, in the United Kingdom or with United Kingdom counterparts, and
ancillary activities related thereto, that were ongoing at the end of the transition period
or that are initiated after the end of the transition period, as part of their activities to
sustain operations that were ongoing at the end of the transition period until their final
maturity, disposure, or completion.

Article 125

European Schools

1 The United Kingdom shall be bound by the Convention defining the Statute of the
European Schools(3), as well as by the Regulations on Accredited European Schools adopted by
the Board of Governors of the European Schools, until the end of the school year that is ongoing
at the end of the transition period.

2 The United Kingdom shall, with respect to pupils who before 31 August 2021 acquired
a European baccalaureate and to pupils who are enrolled in a cycle of secondary studies in a
European School before31 August 2021 and acquire a European baccalaureate after that date,
ensure that such pupils enjoy the rights provided for in Article 5(2) of the Convention defining
the Statute of the European Schools.
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(1) Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 30 May 2001
regarding public access to European Parliament, Council and Commission documents (OJ L 145,
31.5.2001, p. 43).

(2) Decision of the European Central Bank of 4 March 2004 on public access to European Central
Bank documents (ECB/2004/3) (2004/258/EC) (OJ L 80, 18.3.2004, p. 42).

(3) OJ L 212, 17.8.1994, p. 3.
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