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Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community

PART SIX

INSTITUTIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

TITLE I

CONSISTENT INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION

Article 158

References to the Court of Justice of the European Union concerning Part Two

1 Where, in a case which commenced at first instance within 8 years from the end of
the transition period before a court or tribunal in the United Kingdom, a question is raised
concerning the interpretation of Part Two of this Agreement, and where that court or tribunal
considers that a decision on that question is necessary to enable it to give judgment in that
case, that court or tribunal may request the Court of Justice of the European Union to give a
preliminary ruling on that question.

However, where the subject matter of the case before the court or tribunal in the United
Kingdom is a decision on an application made pursuant to Article 18(1) or (4) or
pursuant to Article 19, a request for a preliminary ruling may be made only where the
case commenced at first instance within a period of 8 years from the date from which
Article 19 applies.

2 The Court of Justice of the European Union shall have jurisdiction to give preliminary
rulings on requests pursuant to paragraph 1. The legal effects in the United Kingdom of such
preliminary rulings shall be the same as the legal effects of preliminary rulings given pursuant
to Article 267 TFEU in the Union and its Member States.

3 In the event that the Joint Committee adopts a decision under Article 132(1), the period
of eight years referred to in the second subparagraph of paragraph 1 shall be automatically
extended by the corresponding number of months by which the transition period is extended.


