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Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

PART SEVEN

GENERAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 335

(ex Article 282 TEC)

In each of the Member States, the Union shall enjoy the most extensive legal capacity
accorded to legal persons under their laws; it may, in particular, acquire or dispose of
movable and immovable property and may be a party to legal proceedings. To this
end, the Union shall be represented by the Commission. However, the Union shall be
represented by each of the institutions, by virtue of their administrative autonomy, in
matters relating to their respective operation.

Article 336

(ex Article 283 TEC)

The European Parliament and the Council shall, [X1acting by means of regulations
in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure and after] consulting the other
institutions concerned, lay down the Staff Regulations of Officials of the European
Union and the Conditions of Employment of other servants of the Union.

Editorial Information
X1 Substituted by Procès-verbal of rectification to the Treaty of Lisbon amending the Treaty on European

Union and the Treaty establishing the European Community, signed at Lisbon on 13 December
2007 (Official Journal of the European Union C 306 of 17 December 2007) (2009/C 290/01)This
rectification has been carried out by means of a procès-verbal of rectification signed at Rome on 27
November 2009 with the Government of the Italian Republic as depository..

Article 337

(ex Article 284 TEC)

The Commission may, within the limits and under conditions laid down by the Council
acting by a simple majority in accordance with the provisions of the Treaties, collect
any information and carry out any checks required for the performance of the tasks
entrusted to it.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12007LR(11)
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Article 338

(ex Article 285 TEC)

1 Without prejudice to Article 5 of the Protocol on the Statute of the European System
of Central Banks and of the European Central Bank, the European Parliament and the Council,
acting in accordance with the ordinary legislative procedure, shall adopt measures for the
production of statistics where necessary for the performance of the activities of the Union.

2 The production of Union statistics shall conform to impartiality, reliability, objectivity,
scientific independence, cost-effectiveness and statistical confidentiality; it shall not entail
excessive burdens on economic operators.

Article 339

(ex Article 287 TEC)

The members of the institutions of the Union, the members of committees, and the
officials and other servants of the Union shall be required, even after their duties have
ceased, not to disclose information of the kind covered by the obligation of professional
secrecy, in particular information about undertakings, their business relations or their
cost components.

Article 340

(ex Article 288 TEC)

The contractual liability of the Union shall be governed by the law applicable to the
contract in question.

In the case of non-contractual liability, the Union shall, in accordance with the general
principles common to the laws of the Member States, make good any damage caused
by its institutions or by its servants in the performance of their duties.

Notwithstanding the second paragraph, the European Central Bank shall, in accordance
with the general principles common to the laws of the Member States, make good any
damage caused by it or by its servants in the performance of their duties.

The personal liability of its servants towards the Union shall be governed by the
provisions laid down in their Staff Regulations or in the Conditions of Employment
applicable to them.

Article 341

(ex Article 289 TEC)

The seat of the institutions of the Union shall be determined by common accord of the
governments of the Member States.
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Article 342

(ex Article 290 TEC)

The rules governing the languages of the institutions of the Union shall, without
prejudice to the provisions contained in the Statute of the Court of Justice of the
European Union, be determined by the Council, acting unanimously by means of
regulations.

Article 343

(ex Article 291 TEC)

The Union shall enjoy in the territories of the Member States such privileges and
immunities as are necessary for the performance of its tasks, under the conditions laid
down in the Protocol of 8 April 1965 on the privileges and immunities of the European
Union. The same shall apply to the European Central Bank and the European Investment
Bank.

Article 344

(ex Article 292 TEC)

Member States undertake not to submit a dispute concerning the interpretation or
application of the Treaties to any method of settlement other than those provided for
therein.

Article 345

(ex Article 295 TEC)

The Treaties shall in no way prejudice the rules in Member States governing the system
of property ownership.

Article 346

(ex Article 296 TEC)

1 The provisions of the Treaties shall not preclude the application of the following rules:
a no Member State shall be obliged to supply information the disclosure of which it

considers contrary to the essential interests of its security;
b any Member State may take such measures as it considers necessary for the protection

of the essential interests of its security which are connected with the production of or
trade in arms, munitions and war material; such measures shall not adversely affect
the conditions of competition in the internal market regarding products which are not
intended for specifically military purposes.
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2 The Council may, acting unanimously on a proposal from the Commission, make
changes to the list, which it drew up on 15 April 1958, of the products to which the provisions
of paragraph 1(b) apply.

Article 347

(ex Article 297 TEC)

Member States shall consult each other with a view to taking together the steps needed
to prevent the functioning of the internal market being affected by measures which a
Member State may be called upon to take in the event of serious internal disturbances
affecting the maintenance of law and order, in the event of war, serious international
tension constituting a threat of war, or in order to carry out obligations it has accepted
for the purpose of maintaining peace and international security.

Article 348

(ex Article 298 TEC)

If measures taken in the circumstances referred to in Articles 346 and 347 have the effect
of distorting the conditions of competition in the internal market, the Commission shall,
together with the State concerned, examine how these measures can be adjusted to the
rules laid down in the Treaties.

By way of derogation from the procedure laid down in Articles 258 and 259, the
Commission or any Member State may bring the matter directly before the Court of
Justice if it considers that another Member State is making improper use of the powers
provided for in Articles 346 and 347. The Court of Justice shall give its ruling in camera.

Article 349

(ex Article 299(2), second, third and fourth subparagraphs, TEC)

Taking account of the structural social and economic situation of Guadeloupe, French
Guiana, Martinique, [F1Mayotte,] Réunion, [F2Saint-Barthélemy,] Saint-Martin, the
Azores, Madeira and the Canary Islands, which is compounded by their remoteness,
insularity, small size, difficult topography and climate, economic dependence on
a few products, the permanence and combination of which severely restrain their
development, the Council, on a proposal from the Commission and after consulting the
European Parliament, shall adopt specific measures aimed, in particular, at laying down
the conditions of application of the Treaties to those regions, including common policies.
Where the specific measures in question are adopted by the Council in accordance with
a special legislative procedure, it shall also act on a proposal from the Commission and
after consulting the European Parliament.

The measures referred to in the first paragraph concern in particular areas such as
customs and trade policies, fiscal policy, free zones, agriculture and fisheries policies,
conditions for supply of raw materials and essential consumer goods, State aids and
conditions of access to structural funds and to horizontal Union programmes.

The Council shall adopt the measures referred to in the first paragraph taking into
account the special characteristics and constraints of the outermost regions without
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undermining the integrity and the coherence of the Union legal order, including the
internal market and common policies.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by European Council Decision of 11 July 2012 amending the status of Mayotte with regard to

the European Union (2012/419/EU).
F2 Deleted by European Council Decision of 29 October 2010 amending the status with regard to the

European Union of the island of Saint-Barthélemy (2010/718/EU).

Article 350

(ex Article 306 TEC)

The provisions of the Treaties shall not preclude the existence or completion of regional
unions between Belgium and Luxembourg, or between Belgium, Luxembourg and the
Netherlands, to the extent that the objectives of these regional unions are not attained
by application of the Treaties.

Article 351

(ex Article 307 TEC)

The rights and obligations arising from agreements concluded before 1 January 1958
or, for acceding States, before the date of their accession, between one or more Member
States on the one hand, and one or more third countries on the other, shall not be affected
by the provisions of the Treaties.

To the extent that such agreements are not compatible with the Treaties, the
Member State or States concerned shall take all appropriate steps to eliminate the
incompatibilities established. Member States shall, where necessary, assist each other
to this end and shall, where appropriate, adopt a common attitude.

In applying the agreements referred to in the first paragraph, Member States shall take
into account the fact that the advantages accorded under the Treaties by each Member
State form an integral part of the establishment of the Union and are thereby inseparably
linked with the creation of common institutions, the conferring of powers upon them
and the granting of the same advantages by all the other Member States.

Article 352

(ex Article 308 TEC)

1 If action by the Union should prove necessary, within the framework of the policies
defined in the Treaties, to attain one of the objectives set out in the Treaties, and the Treaties
have not provided the necessary powers, the Council, acting unanimously on a proposal from
the Commission and after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament, shall adopt the
appropriate measures. Where the measures in question are adopted by the Council in accordance
with a special legislative procedure, it shall also act unanimously on a proposal from the
Commission and after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2012/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2012/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2010/718
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2010/718
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2 Using the procedure for monitoring the subsidiarity principle referred to in Article 5(3)
of the Treaty on European Union, the Commission shall draw national Parliaments' attention to
proposals based on this Article.

3 Measures based on this Article shall not entail harmonisation of Member States' laws
or regulations in cases where the Treaties exclude such harmonisation.

4 This Article cannot serve as a basis for attaining objectives pertaining to the common
foreign and security policy and any acts adopted pursuant to this Article shall respect the limits
set out in Article 40, second paragraph, of the Treaty on European Union.

Article 353

Article 48(7) of the Treaty on European Union shall not apply to the following Articles:
— Article 311, third and fourth paragraphs,
— Article 312(2), first subparagraph,
— Article 352, and
— Article 354.

Article 354

(ex Article 309 TEC)

For the purposes of Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union on the suspension of
certain rights resulting from Union membership, the member of the European Council
or of the Council representing the Member State in question shall not take part in the
vote and the Member State in question shall not be counted in the calculation of the one
third or four fifths of Member States referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of that Article.
Abstentions by members present in person or represented shall not prevent the adoption
of decisions referred to in paragraph 2 of that Article.

For the adoption of the decisions referred to in paragraphs 3 and 4 of Article 7 of the
Treaty on European Union, a qualified majority shall be defined in accordance with
Article 238(3)(b) of this Treaty.

Where, following a decision to suspend voting rights adopted pursuant to paragraph 3
of Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union, the Council acts by a qualified majority
on the basis of a provision of the Treaties, that qualified majority shall be defined in
accordance with Article 238(3)(b) of this Treaty, or, where the Council acts on a proposal
from the Commission or from the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy, in accordance with Article 238(3)(a).

For the purposes of Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union, the European Parliament
shall act by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, representing the majority of its
component Members.

Article 355

(ex Article 299(2), first subparagraph, and Article 299(3) to (6) TEC)

In addition to the provisions of Article 52 of the Treaty on European Union relating to
the territorial scope of the Treaties, the following provisions shall apply:
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1. The provisions of the Treaties shall apply to Guadeloupe, French Guiana, Martinique,
[F1Mayotte,] Réunion, [F2Saint-Barthélemy,] Saint-Martin, the Azores, Madeira and
the Canary Islands in accordance with Article 349.

2. The special arrangements for association set out in Part Four shall apply to the overseas
countries and territories listed in Annex II.

The Treaties shall not apply to those overseas countries and territories having special
relations with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland which are
not included in the aforementioned list.

3. The provisions of the Treaties shall apply to the European territories for whose external
relations a Member State is responsible.

4. The provisions of the Treaties shall apply to the Åland Islands in accordance with the
provisions set out in Protocol 2 to the Act concerning the conditions of accession of
the Republic of Austria, the Republic of Finland and the Kingdom of Sweden.

5. Notwithstanding Article 52 of the Treaty on European Union and paragraphs 1 to 4
of this Article:

(a) the Treaties shall not apply to the Faeroe Islands;

(b) the Treaties shall not apply to the United Kingdom Sovereign Base Areas of
Akrotiri and Dhekelia in Cyprus except to the extent necessary to ensure the
implementation of the arrangements set out in the Protocol on the Sovereign
Base Areas of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
in Cyprus annexed to the Act concerning the conditions of accession of
the Czech Republic, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of Cyprus, the
Republic of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, the Republic of Hungary, the
Republic of Malta, the Republic of Poland, the Republic of Slovenia and the
Slovak Republic to the European Union and in accordance with the terms
of that Protocol;

(c) the Treaties shall apply to the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man only to
the extent necessary to ensure the implementation of the arrangements for
those islands set out in the Treaty concerning the accession of new Member
States to the European Economic Community and to the European Atomic
Energy Community signed on 22 January 1972.

6. The European Council may, on the initiative of the Member State concerned, adopt
a decision amending the status, with regard to the Union, of a Danish, French or
Netherlands country or territory referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2. The European
Council shall act unanimously after consulting the Commission.

Textual Amendments
F1 Inserted by European Council Decision of 11 July 2012 amending the status of Mayotte with regard to

the European Union (2012/419/EU).
F2 Deleted by European Council Decision of 29 October 2010 amending the status with regard to the

European Union of the island of Saint-Barthélemy (2010/718/EU).

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2012/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2012/419
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2010/718
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eudn/2010/718
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Article 356

(ex Article 312 TEC)

This Treaty is concluded for an unlimited period.

Article 357

(ex Article 313 TEC)

This Treaty shall be ratified by the High Contracting Parties in accordance with their
respective constitutional requirements. The Instruments of ratification shall be deposited
with the Government of the Italian Republic.

This Treaty shall enter into force on the first day of the month following the deposit of
the Instrument of ratification by the last signatory State to take this step. If, however,
such deposit is made less than 15 days before the beginning of the following month,
this Treaty shall not enter into force until the first day of the second month after the
date of such deposit.

Article 358

The provisions of Article 55 of the Treaty on European Union shall apply to this Treaty.


