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Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

PART SIX

INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

TITLE I

INSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 1

THE INSTITUTIONS

SECTION 5

THE COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Article 257

(ex Article 225a TEC)

The European Parliament and the Council, acting in accordance with the ordinary
legislative procedure, may establish specialised courts attached to the General Court
to hear and determine at first instance certain classes of action or proceeding brought
in specific areas. The European Parliament and the Council shall act by means of
regulations either on a proposal from the Commission after consultation of the Court of
Justice or at the request of the Court of Justice after consultation of the Commission.

The regulation establishing a specialised court shall lay down the rules on the
organisation of the court and the extent of the jurisdiction conferred upon it.

Decisions given by specialised courts may be subject to a right of appeal on points of
law only or, when provided for in the regulation establishing the specialised court, a
right of appeal also on matters of fact, before the General Court.

The members of the specialised courts shall be chosen from persons whose
independence is beyond doubt and who possess the ability required for appointment to
judicial office. They shall be appointed by the Council, acting unanimously.

The specialised courts shall establish their Rules of Procedure in agreement with the
Court of Justice. Those Rules shall require the approval of the Council.

Unless the regulation establishing the specialised court provides otherwise, the
provisions of the Treaties relating to the Court of Justice of the European Union and
the provisions of the Statute of the Court of Justice of the European Union shall apply
to the specialised courts. Title I of the Statute and Article 64 thereof shall in any case
apply to the specialised courts.


