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Agreement on the European Economic Area

PART III

FREE MOVEMENT OF PERSONS, SERVICES AND CAPITAL

CHAPTER 2

RIGHT OF ESTABLISHMENT

Article 31

1 Within the framework of the provisions of this Agreement, there shall be no
restrictions on the freedom of establishment of nationals of an EC Member State or an EFTA
State in the territory of any other of these States. This shall also apply to the setting up
of agencies, branches or subsidiaries by nationals of any EC Member State or EFTA State
established in the territory of any of these States.

Freedom of establishment shall include the right to take up and pursue activities as self-
employed persons and to set up and manage undertakings, in particular companies or
firms within the meaning of Article 34, second paragraph, under the conditions laid
down for its own nationals by the law of the country where such establishment is
effected, subject to the provisions of Chapter 4.

2 Annexes VIII to XI contain specific provisions on the right of establishment.

Article 32

The provisions of this Chapter shall not apply, so far as any given Contracting
Party is concerned, to activities which in that Contracting Party are connected, even
occasionally, with the exercise of official authority.

Article 33

The provisions of this Chapter and measures taken in pursuance thereof shall not
prejudice the applicability of provisions laid down by law, regulation or administrative
action providing for special treatment for foreign nationals on grounds of public policy,
public security or public health.

Article 34

Companies or firms formed in accordance with the law of an EC Member State or an
EFTA State and having their registered office, central administration or principal place
of business within the territory of the Contracting Parties shall, for the purposes of this
Chapter, be treated in the same way as natural persons who are nationals of EC Member
States or EFTA States.

‘Companies or firms’ means companies or firms constituted under civil or commercial
law, including cooperative societies, and other legal persons governed by public or
private law, save for those which are non-profit-making.

Article 35

The provisions of Article 30 shall apply to the matters covered by this Chapter.


