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Agreement on the European Economic Area

PART IV

COMPETITION AND OTHER COMMON RULES

CHAPTER 1

RULES APPLICABLE TO UNDERTAKINGS

Article 59

1 In the case of public undertakings and undertakings to which EC Member States or
EFTA States grant special or exclusive rights, the Contracting Parties shall ensure that there
is neither enacted nor maintained in force any measure contrary to the rules contained in this
Agreement, in particular to those rules provided for in Articles 4 and 53 to 63.

2 Undertakings entrusted with the operation of services of general economic interest or
having the character of a revenue-producing monopoly shall be subject to the rules contained
in this Agreement, in particular to the rules on competition, in so far as the application of such
rules does not obstruct the performance, in law or in fact, of the particular tasks assigned to
them. The development of trade must not be affected to such an extent as would be contrary to
the interests of the Contracting Parties.

3 The EC Commission as well as the EFTA Surveillance Authority shall ensure within
their respective competence the application of the provisions of this Article and shall, where
necessary, address appropriate measures to the States falling within their respective territory.


