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Regulation (EU) 2020/1429 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 7 October 2020 establishing measures for a sustainable rail
market in view of the COVID-19 outbreak (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 5

Extension of the reference period

1 By 1 November 2020, infrastructure managers shall provide the Commission with
data on the usage of their networks categorised by market segments, in accordance with Article
32(1) of Directive 2012/34/EU, for the periods from 1 March 2019 until 30 September 2019
and from 1 March 2020 until 30 September 2020.

Where the reference period is extended, the infrastructure managers shall provide the
Commission with a new set of data when half of the prolongation of the reference period
has elapsed, in order to allow the Commission to assess the development of the situation
during the prolongation of the reference period.

2 Where the Commission finds, on the basis of the data referred to in paragraph 1, that
the reduction in the level of rail traffic as compared to the level in the corresponding period in
the previous years is persisting and is likely to persist, and also finds, on the basis of the best
available scientific data, that this situation is the result of the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak,
the Commission shall adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 6 to amend the reference
period specified in Article 1 accordingly. Any such amendment may only extend the reference
period by up to six months, and the reference period may not be extended beyond 14 April 2022.

3 Where, in the case of a prolonged impact of the COVID-19 outbreak on the rail
transport sector in the Union, imperative grounds of urgency so require, the procedure provided
for in Article 7 shall apply to delegated acts adopted pursuant to this Article.
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