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Regulation (EU) 2016/429 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9
March 2016 on transmissible animal diseases and amending and repealing certain

acts in the area of animal health (‘Animal Health Law’) (Text with EEA relevance)

PART IV

REGISTRATION, APPROVAL, TRACEABILITY AND MOVEMENTS

TITLE II

AQUATIC ANIMALS AND PRODUCTS OF
ANIMAL ORIGIN FROM AQUATIC ANIMALS

CHAPTER 1

Registration, approval, record-keeping and registers

Section 2

Approval of certain types of aquaculture establishments

Article 177

Approval by the competent authority of groups of aquaculture establishments

The competent authority may grant approval as provided for in Article 181(1) covering
a group of aquaculture establishments, provided that the aquaculture establishments in
question comply with either of the following conditions:

(a) they are located in an epidemiologically linked area and all operators in that area
operate under a common biosecurity system; however, any on–shore or off–shore
establishment for the reception, conditioning, washing, cleaning, grading, wrapping
and packaging of live bivalve molluscs intended for human consumption (so-called
‘dispatch centres’), establishment with tanks fed by clean seawater in which live
bivalve molluscs are placed for the time necessary to reduce contamination to
make them fit for human consumption (so-called ‘purification centres’) and similar
establishments located inside such an epidemiologically linked area must be approved
individually;

(b) they are under the responsibility of the same operator; and

(i) operate under a common biosecurity system; and

(ii) the aquaculture animals of the establishments concerned form part of the
same epidemiological unit.

When a single approval is granted for a group of aquaculture establishments, the rules
laid down in Article 178 and Articles 180 to 184 and the rules adopted pursuant to
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Articles 180(2) and 181(2), which are applicable to a single aquaculture establishment,
shall be applicable to the whole group of aquaculture establishments.
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole legislation item and associated
provisions
– Art. 17(1A) words substituted by S.I. 2021/1273 reg. 8Sch. 2 para. (t)
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