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Council Regulation (EU) No 1260/2012 of 17 December 2012 implementing
enhanced cooperation in the area of the creation of unitary patent
protection with regard to the applicable translation arrangements

Article 6

Transitional measures

1 During a transitional period starting on the date of application of this Regulation a
request for unitary effect as referred to in Article 9 of Regulation (EU) No 1257/2012 shall be
submitted together with the following:

a where the language of the proceedings is French or German, a full translation of the
specification of the European patent into English; or

b where the language of the proceedings is English, a full translation of the specification
of the European patent into any other official language of the Union.

2 In accordance with Article 9 of Regulation (EU) No 1257/2012, the participating
Member States shall give, within the meaning of Article 143 of the EPC, the EPO the task of
publishing the translations referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article as soon as possible after the
date of the submission of a request for unitary effect as referred to in Article 9 of Regulation
(EU) No 1257/2012. The text of such translations shall have no legal effect and shall be for
information purposes only.

3 Six years after the date of application of this Regulation and every two years thereafter,
an independent expert committee shall carry out an objective evaluation of the availability of
high quality machine translations of patent applications and specifications into all the official
languages of the Union as developed by the EPO. This expert committee shall be established
by the participating Member States in the framework of the European Patent Organisation and
shall be composed of representatives of the EPO and of the non-governmental organisations
representing users of the European patent system invited by the Administrative Council of the
European Patent Organisation as observers in accordance with Article 30(3) of the EPC.

4 On the basis of the first of the evaluations referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article
and every two years thereafter on the basis of the subsequent evaluations, the Commission
shall present a report to the Council and, if appropriate, make proposals for terminating the
transitional period.

5 If the transitional period is not terminated on the basis of a proposal of the
Commission, it shall lapse 12 years from the date of application of this Regulation.
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