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Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally adopted).

ANNEX IV

PROCESSING

CHAPTER III

STANDARD PROCESSING METHODS

A. Processing method 1 (pressure sterilisation)
Reduction

1. If the particle size of the animal by-products to be processed is more than 50
millimetres, the animal by-products must be reduced in size using appropriate
equipment, set so that the particle size after reduction is no greater than 50 millimetres.
The effectiveness of the equipment must be checked daily and its condition recorded.
If checks disclose the existence of particles larger than 50 millimetres, the process
must be stopped and repairs made before the process is resumed.

Time, temperature and pressure

2. The animal by-products with the particle size of no greater than 50 millimetres must
be heated to a core temperature of more than 133 °C for at least 20 minutes without
interruption at a pressure (absolute) of at least 3 bars. The pressure must be produced
by the evacuation of all air in the sterilisation chamber and the replacement of the air
by steam (‘saturated steam’); the heat treatment may be applied as the sole process or
as a pre- or post-process sterilisation phase.

3. The processing may be carried out in batch or continuous systems.


