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Council Regulation (EC) No 73/2009 of 19 January 2009 establishing
common rules for direct support schemes for farmers under the common
agricultural policy and establishing certain support schemes for farmers,

amending Regulations (EC) No 1290/2005, (EC) No 247/2006, (EC)
No 378/2007 and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003 (repealed)

TITLE III

SINGLE PAYMENT SCHEME

CHAPTER 1

General implementation

Article 41

National reserve

1 Each Member State shall operate a national reserve that incorporates the difference
between:

a the national ceilings determined in Annex VIII to this Regulation; and
b the total value of all allocated payment entitlements and the ceilings fixed in accordance

with Article 51(2) and Article 69(3) of this Regulation, or, for 2009, the ceilings fixed
in accordance with Article 64(2) of Regulation (EC) No 1782/2003.

2 Member States may use the national reserve to allocate, as a matter of priority, in
accordance with objective criteria and in such a way as to ensure equal treatment between
farmers and to avoid market and competition distortions, payment entitlements to farmers who
commence their agricultural activity.

3 Member States not applying Article 68(1)(c) may use the national reserve for the
purpose of establishing, in accordance with objective criteria and in such a way as to ensure
equal treatment between farmers and to avoid market and competition distortions, payment
entitlements for farmers in areas subject to restructuring and/or development programmes
relating to one or other form of public intervention in order to ensure against land being
abandoned and/or to compensate farmers for specific disadvantages in those areas.

4 Member States shall use the national reserve for the purpose of allocating, in
accordance with objective criteria and in such a way as to ensure equal treatment between
farmers and to avoid market and competition distortions, payment entitlements to farmers placed
in a special situation, to be defined by the Commission in accordance with the procedure referred
to in Article 141(2).

5 When applying this Article, Member States may increase the unit value and/or the
number of payment entitlements allocated to farmers.


