
COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 1161/2009 

of 30 November 2009 

amending Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
as regards food chain information to be provided to food business operators operating 

slaughterhouses 

(Text with EEA relevance) 

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European 
Community, 

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 laying down 
specific hygiene rules for food of animal origin ( 1 ), and in 
particular Article 10(1) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 lays down specific rules 
concerning the hygiene of food of animal origin. In 
particular, Section III of Annex II to that Regulation 
requires food business operators operating 
slaughterhouses to request, receive, check and act upon 
food chain information for all animals, other than wild 
game, sent or intended to be sent to the slaughterhouse. 

(2) Point 2 of that Section provides that those operators are 
to be provided with the food chain information no less 
than 24 hours before the arrival of animals at the 
slaughterhouse, except in the circumstances referred to 
in point 7 of that Section. Point 7 provides that where 
the competent authority so permits, that information 
may accompany certain animals specified in that point 
to the slaughterhouse, rather than arriving at least 24 
hours in advance of their arrival. 

(3) As the provision of food chain information is a new 
requirement for food business operators introduced by 
Regulation (EC) No 853/2004, a transitional period for 
the full implementation of that requirement is laid down 
by Commission Regulation (EC) No 2076/2005 of 
5 December 2005 laying down transitional arrangements 
for the implementation of Regulations (EC) No 
853/2004, (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 
of the European Parliament and of the Council ( 2 ). 

(4) The smooth flow of the food chain information from the 
farm to the slaughterhouse is, in particular, facilitated by 
Article 8(2) of Regulation (EC) No 2076/2005 which 
provides for a derogation from the requirement laid 
down in point 2 of Section III of Annex II to Regulation 
(EC) No 853/2004 to supply the food chain information 
24 hours in advance of the animals’ arrival at the 
slaughterhouse, if the competent authority so permits 
and where this does not jeopardise the objectives of 
that Regulation. 

(5) Experience has shown that enabling the competent 
authorities to broaden on a case-by-case basis the 
situations where the food chain information may be 
sent to the slaughterhouse together with the animals to 
which it refers, rather than arriving 24 hours in advance, 
has led to a smooth implementation of the food chain 
information requirements. Accordingly, it is appropriate 
to make that transitional arrangement permanent. 

(6) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in 
accordance with the opinion of the Standing 
Committee on the Food Chain and Animal Health, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

Article 1 

Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 is amended in 
accordance with the Annex to this Regulation. 

Article 2 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the third day following 
its publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

It shall apply from 1 January 2010. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States. 

Done at Brussels, 30 November 2009. 

For the Commission 

Androulla VASSILIOU 
Member of the Commission
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( 1 ) OJ L 139, 30.4.2004, p. 55. 
( 2 ) OJ L 338, 22.12.2005, p. 83.



ANNEX 

In Annex II to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004, Section III, point 7 is replaced by the following: 

‘7. If the competent authority so permits and provided it does not jeopardise the objectives of this Regulation, food 
chain information may arrive less than 24 hours before the arrival of the animals of all species to which it relates 
at the slaughterhouse or accompany these animals to the slaughterhouse. 

However, any item of food chain information, knowledge of which may result in serious disruption of the 
slaughterhouse activity, is to be made available to the food business operator operating the slaughterhouse in 
sufficient time before the animals arrive at the slaughterhouse, in order for that food business operator to plan 
the slaughterhouse activity accordingly. 

The food business operator operating the slaughterhouse must evaluate the relevant information and must 
submit the food chain information received to the official veterinarian. The slaughter or dressing of the 
animals may not take place until the official veterinarian so permits.’
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