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ANNEX III

OPERATIONAL RULES FOR SLAUGHTERHOUSES
(as referred to in Article 15)

3. Bleeding of animals

3.1. Where one person is responsible for the stunning, shackling, hoisting and bleeding of
animals, that person shall carry out all those operations consecutively on one animal
before carrying out any of them on another animal.

3.2. In case of simple stunning or slaughter in accordance with Article 4(4), the two carotid
arteries or the vessels from which they arise shall be systematically severed. Electrical
stimulation shall only be performed once the unconsciousness of the animal has been
verified. Further dressing or scalding shall only be performed once the absence of
signs of life of the animal has been verified.

3.3. Birds shall not be slaughtered by means of automatic neck cutters unless it can be
ascertained whether or not the neck cutters have effectively severed both blood vessels.
When neck cutters have not been effective the bird shall be slaughtered immediately.
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