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Regulation (EC) No 593/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 17 June 2008 on the law applicable to contractual obligations (Rome I)

CHAPTER III

OTHER PROVISIONS

Article 19

Habitual residence

1 For the purposes of this Regulation, the habitual residence of companies and other
bodies, corporate or unincorporated, shall be the place of central administration.

The habitual residence of a natural person acting in the course of his business activity
shall be his principal place of business.

2 Where the contract is concluded in the course of the operations of a branch, agency
or any other establishment, or if, under the contract, performance is the responsibility of such a
branch, agency or establishment, the place where the branch, agency or any other establishment
is located shall be treated as the place of habitual residence.

3 For the purposes of determining the habitual residence, the relevant point in time shall
be the time of the conclusion of the contract.

Article 20

Exclusion of renvoi

The application of the law of any country specified by this Regulation means the
application of the rules of law in force in that country other than its rules of private
international law, unless provided otherwise in this Regulation.

Article 21

Public policy of the forum

The application of a provision of the law of any country specified by this Regulation
may be refused only if such application is manifestly incompatible with the public policy
(ordre public) of the forum.

Article 22

States with more than one legal system

1 Where a State comprises several territorial units, each of which has its own rules of
law in respect of contractual obligations, each territorial unit shall be considered as a country
for the purposes of identifying the law applicable under this Regulation.
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2 A Member State where different territorial units have their own rules of law in respect
of contractual obligations shall not be required to apply this Regulation to conflicts solely
between the laws of such units.

Article 23

Relationship with other provisions of Community law

With the exception of Article 7, this Regulation shall not prejudice the application of
provisions of Community law which, in relation to particular matters, lay down conflict-
of-law rules relating to contractual obligations.

Article 24

Relationship with the Rome Convention

1 This Regulation shall replace the Rome Convention in the Member States, except
as regards the territories of the Member States which fall within the territorial scope of that
Convention and to which this Regulation does not apply pursuant to Article 299 of the Treaty.

2 In so far as this Regulation replaces the provisions of the Rome Convention, any
reference to that Convention shall be understood as a reference to this Regulation.

Article 25

Relationship with existing international conventions

1 This Regulation shall not prejudice the application of international conventions to
which one or more Member States are parties at the time when this Regulation is adopted and
which lay down conflict-of-law rules relating to contractual obligations.

2 However, this Regulation shall, as between Member States, take precedence over
conventions concluded exclusively between two or more of them in so far as such conventions
concern matters governed by this Regulation.

Article 26

List of Conventions

1 By 17 June 2009, Member States shall notify the Commission of the conventions
referred to in Article 25(1). After that date, Member States shall notify the Commission of all
denunciations of such conventions.

2 Within six months of receipt of the notifications referred to in paragraph 1, the
Commission shall publish in the Official Journal of the European Union:

a a list of the conventions referred to in paragraph 1;
b the denunciations referred to in paragraph 1.
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Article 27

Review clause

1 By 17 June 2013, the Commission shall submit to the European Parliament, the
Council and the European Economic and Social Committee a report on the application of
this Regulation. If appropriate, the report shall be accompanied by proposals to amend this
Regulation. The report shall include:

a a study on the law applicable to insurance contracts and an assessment of the impact of
the provisions to be introduced, if any; and

b an evaluation on the application of Article 6, in particular as regards the coherence of
Community law in the field of consumer protection.

2 By 17 June 2010, the Commission shall submit to the European Parliament, the
Council and the European Economic and Social Committee a report on the question of the
effectiveness of an assignment or subrogation of a claim against third parties and the priority of
the assigned or subrogated claim over a right of another person. The report shall be accompanied,
if appropriate, by a proposal to amend this Regulation and an assessment of the impact of the
provisions to be introduced.

Article 28

Application in time

This Regulation shall apply to contracts concluded after 17 December 2009.


