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Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 of 22 October 2007 establishing
a common organisation of agricultural markets and on specific provisions

for certain agricultural products (Single CMO Regulation) (repealed)

PART II

INTERNAL MARKET

TITLE I

MARKET INTERVENTION

CHAPTER I

Public intervention and private storage

Section I

General provisions

Article 6

Scope

1 This Chapter lays down the rules concerning, where applicable, buying-in under public
intervention and the granting of aids for private storage with regard to the following sectors:

a cereals;
b rice;
c sugar;
d olive oil and table olives;
e beef and veal;
f milk and milk products;
g pigmeat;
h sheepmeat and goatmeat.

2 For the purposes of this Chapter:
a ‘cereals’ shall mean cereals harvested in the Community;
b ‘milk’ shall mean cow's milk produced in the Community;
c ‘skimmed milk’ shall mean skimmed milk obtained directly and exclusively from cow's

milk produced in the Community;
d ‘cream’ shall mean cream obtained directly and exclusively from milk.
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Article 7

Community origin

Without prejudice to Article 6(2) only products originating in the Community shall be
eligible for buying-in under public intervention or for the granting of aid for the private
storage thereof.

Article 8

Reference prices

1 For products subject to the intervention measures referred to in Article 6(1) the
following reference prices shall be fixed:

a as regards the cereals-sector:

EUR 101,31/tonne, increased monthly as follows:
— November: by EUR 0,46/tonne,
— December: by EUR 0,92/tonne,
— January: by EUR 1,38/tonne,
— February: by EUR 1,84/tonne,
— March: by EUR 2,3/tonne,
— April: by EUR 2,76/tonne,
— May: by EUR 3,22/tonne,
— June: by EUR 3,22/tonne.

The reference price valid for maize and grain sorghum in June shall remain valid in
July, August and September of the same year;

b as regards paddy rice, EUR 150/tonne for standard quality as defined in point A of
Annex IV;

c as regards sugar:

(i) for white sugar:
— EUR 541,5/tonne for the marketing year 2008/2009,
— EUR 404,4/tonne as from the marketing year 2009/2010;

(ii) for raw sugar:
— EUR 448,8/tonne for the marketing year 2008/2009,
— EUR 335,2/tonne as from the marketing year 2009/2010.

The reference prices laid down in points (i) and (ii) shall apply to unpacked sugar,
ex factory of standard quality as defined in point B of Annex IV;

d as regards the beef and veal sector, EUR 2 224/tonne for carcasses of male bovine
animals of grade R3 as laid down in the Community scale for the classification of
carcasses of adult bovine animals provided for in Article 42(1)(a);

e as regards the milk and milk products sector:

(i) EUR 246,39 per 100 kg for butter;

(ii) EUR 174,69 per 100 kg for skimmed milk powder;
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f as regards the pigmeat sector, EUR 1 509,39/tonne for pig carcasses of standard quality
defined in terms of weight and lean meat content in accordance with the Community
scale for the classification of pig carcasses, provided for in Article 42(1)(b) as follows:

(i) carcasses weighing from 60 to less than 120 kg: grade E as laid down in
point B II of Annex V;

(ii) carcasses weighing from 120 to 180 kg: grade R as laid down in point B II
of Annex V.

2 The reference prices for cereals and rice set out in points (a) and (b) of paragraph 1
respectively, shall relate to the wholesale stage for goods delivered to the warehouse, before
unloading. Those reference prices shall be valid for all Community intervention centres
designated in accordance with Article 41.

3 The Council, acting in accordance with the procedure laid down in Article 37(2) of
the Treaty, may change the reference prices fixed in paragraph 1 of this Article in the light of
developments in production and the markets.

Article 9

Price reporting in the sugar market

The Commission shall set up an information system on prices in the sugar market,
including a system for the publication of price levels for the sugar market.

The system shall be based on information submitted by undertakings producing white
sugar or by other operators involved in the sugar trade. This information shall be treated
with confidentiality.

The Commission shall ensure that the information published does not permit the
identification of prices of individual undertakings or operators.

Section II

Public intervention

Subsection I

General provisions

Article 10

Products eligible for public intervention

1 Public intervention shall be applicable in respect of the following products subject
to the conditions laid down in this Section and further requirements and conditions to be
determined by the Commission in accordance with Article 43:

a common wheat, durum wheat, barley, maize and sorghum;
b paddy rice;
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c white or raw sugar provided that the sugar concerned has been produced under quota
and manufactured from beet or cane harvested in the Community;

d fresh or chilled meat of the beef and veal sector falling within CN codes 0201 10 00
and 0201 20 20 to 0201 20 50;

e butter produced directly and exclusively from pasteurised cream in an approved
undertaking of the Community of a minimum butterfat content, by weight, of 82 % and
a maximum water content, by weight, of 16 %;

f skimmed milk powder of top quality made by the spray process and obtained in an
approved undertaking of the Community, directly and exclusively from skimmed milk,
with a minimum protein-content of 35,6 % by weight of the non-fatty dry extract.

2 Public intervention may be applied in the pigmeat sector, subject to the conditions
laid down in this Section and further requirements and conditions to be determined by the
Commission in accordance with Article 43, in respect of carcasses or half-carcasses, fresh or
chilled, falling within CN code 0203 11 10, bellies (streaky), fresh or chilled, falling within
CN code ex 0203 19 15, and unrendered pig fat, fresh or chilled, falling within CN code ex
0209 00 11.

Subsection II

Opening and suspension of buying-in

Article 11

Cereals

1 For cereals, public intervention shall be open:
a from 1 August to 30 April in the case of Greece, Spain, Italy and Portugal;
b from 1 December to 30 June in the case of Sweden;
c from 1 November to 31 May in the case of the other Member States.

However, buying into public intervention of maize shall only be carried out within the
following limits:

a 700 000 tonnes for the marketing year 2008/2009;
b 0 tonnes as from the marketing year 2009/2010.

2 In the event of the intervention period in Sweden leading to the diversion of such
cereals from other Member States into intervention in Sweden, the Commission shall adopt
measures to rectify the position.

Article 12

Rice

For paddy rice, public intervention shall be open during the period 1 April to 31 July.
However, buying into public intervention shall only be carried out within the limit of
75 000 tonnes per period.
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Article 13

Sugar

1 For sugar, public intervention shall be open throughout the marketing years 2008/2009
and 2009/2010. However, public intervention shall only be carried out within the limits of 600
000 tonnes, expressed in white sugar, per marketing year.

2 Sugar stored in accordance with paragraph 1 during a marketing year may not be
subject to any other storage measures provided for in Articles 32, 52 or 63.

Article 14

Beef and veal

1 The Commission, without the assistance of the Committee referred to in
Article 195(1), shall open public intervention for beef and veal if, for a period of two consecutive
weeks, the average market price in a Member State or in a region of a Member State recorded on
the basis of the Community scale for the classification of carcasses provided for in Article 42(1)
falls short of EUR 1 560/tonne.

2 The Commission, without the assistance of the Committee referred to in
Article 195(1), shall close the public intervention if, for a period of at least one week, the
condition provided for in paragraph 1 is no longer met.

Article 15

Butter

1 The Commission, without the assistance of the Committee referred to in
Article 195(1), shall open public intervention for butter in the Member State or Member States
concerned during the period 1 March to 31 August if, over a representative period, market prices
for butter in one or more Member States, are less than 92 % of the reference price.

2 Once the market prices of butter in the Member State or Member States concerned,
over a representative period, are 92 % or more of the reference price, the Commission, without
the assistance of the Committee referred to in Article 195(1), shall suspend buying-in by public
intervention.

Moreover, where the quantities offered for intervention during the period laid down in
paragraph 1 exceed 30 000 tonnes, the Commission may suspend buying-in by public
intervention. In that case, buying-in may be carried out on the basis of a tendering
procedure according to specifications to be determined by the Commission.

3 The Commission shall lay down the detailed rules for the establishment of the market
prices for butter.
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Article 16

Skimmed milk powder

For skimmed milk powder public intervention shall be open during the period 1 March
to 31 August.

However, the Commission may suspend public intervention as soon as the quantities
offered for intervention in that period exceed 109 000 tonnes. In that case buying-in
may be carried out on the basis of a tendering procedure according to specifications to
be determined by the Commission.

Article 17

Pigmeat

The Commission may decide to open public intervention in the pigmeat sector when the
average Community market price for pig carcasses as established by reference to the
prices recorded in each Member State on the representative markets of the Community
and weighted by means of coefficients reflecting the relative size of the pig herd in each
Member State, is, and is likely to remain, at less than 103 % of the reference price.

Subsection III

Intervention Price

Article 18

Cereals

The intervention price for cereals shall be equal to the reference price without prejudice
to price increases or reductions for quality reasons.

Article 19

Rice

The intervention price for rice shall be equal to the reference price.

However, if the quality of the products offered to the paying agency differs from the
standard quality, defined in point A of Annex IV, the intervention price shall be increased
or reduced accordingly.

Moreover, increases and reductions of the intervention price may be fixed by the
Commission in order to ensure that production is orientated towards certain varieties.
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Article 20

Sugar

The intervention price for sugar shall be 80 % of the reference price fixed for the
marketing year following the marketing year during which the offer is lodged.

However, if the quality of the sugar offered to the paying agency differs from the
standard quality defined in point B of Annex IV for which the reference price is fixed,
the intervention price shall be increased or reduced accordingly.

Article 21

Beef and veal

1 The intervention prices for beef and veal and the quantities accepted for intervention
shall be determined by the Commission by means of tendering procedures. In special
circumstances, they may be fixed per Member State or per region of a Member State on the
basis of recorded average market prices.

2 Only offers equal to or less than the average market price recorded in a Member State
or a region of a Member State and increased by an amount to be determined by the Commission
on the basis of objective criteria may be accepted.

Article 22

Butter

Without prejudice to the fixing of the intervention price by means of a tendering
procedure in the case referred to in the second subparagraph of Article 15(2), the
intervention price for butter shall be 90 % of the reference price.

Article 23

Skimmed milk powder

Without prejudice to the fixing of the intervention price by means of a tendering
procedure in the case referred to in the second paragraph of Article 16, the intervention
price for skimmed milk powder shall be equal to the reference price.

However, if the actual protein content is less than the minimum protein content of 35,6 %
by weight fixed in point (f) of Article 10 but not less than 31,4 % by weight of the non-
fatty dry extract, the intervention price shall be equal to the reference price less 1,75 %
for each percentage point by which the protein content is lower than 35,6 % by weight.
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Article 24

Pigmeat

1 The intervention price in the pigmeat sector shall be fixed by the Commission for pig
carcasses of standard quality. The intervention price may not be more than 92 % or less than
78 % of the reference price.

2 For products of standard quality other than pig carcasses, the intervention price shall
be derived from the intervention price for pig carcasses on the basis of the ratio existing between
the commercial value of these products to the commercial value of pig carcasses.

3 For products other than those of standard quality, the intervention price shall be derived
from those in force for the relevant standard qualities, by reference to differences in quality in
relation to the standard quality. This price shall apply to defined qualities.

Subsection IV

Disposal from intervention

Article 25

General principles

Disposal of products bought into public intervention shall take place in such a way
as to avoid any disturbance of the market, to ensure equal access to the goods and
equal treatment of purchasers and in compliance with the commitments resulting from
agreements concluded in accordance with Article 300 of the Treaty.

Article 26

Sugar disposal

As regards sugar bought-in under public intervention, paying agencies may sell it only
at a price which is higher than the reference price fixed for the marketing year in which
the sale takes place.

However, the Commission may decide that paying agencies:

(a) may sell the sugar at a price equal to or lower than the reference price referred to in
the first paragraph if the sugar is intended:

(i) for use as animal feed, or

(ii) for export, either without further processing or after processing into products
listed in Annex I to the Treaty or into goods listed in Part III of Annex XX
to this Regulation.

(b) are to make unprocessed sugar held by them available, for human consumption on
the internal market of the Community, to charitable organisations — recognised by
the Member State concerned or by the Commission in cases where a Member State
has not recognised any such organisation — at a price which is lower than the current
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reference price or free of charge for distribution as part of individual emergency aid
operations.

Article 27

Distribution to the most deprived persons in the Community

1 Products which are in intervention stocks shall be made available to certain designated
organisations to enable food to be distributed to the most deprived persons in the Community
in accordance with an annual plan.
The distribution shall be:

a free of charge, or
b at a price which is in no case greater than that justified by the costs incurred by the

designated organisations in implementing the action.

2 A product may be mobilised on the Community market where:
a it is temporarily unavailable in Community intervention stocks during implementation

of the annual plan referred to in paragraph 1, to the extent necessary to allow
implementation of the plan in one or more Member States, and provided that the costs
remain within the limits of the costs provided for in the Community budget for that
purpose, or

b implementation of the plan would involve the transfer between Member States of small
quantities of products in intervention in a Member State other than that or those in which
the product is required.

3 Member States concerned shall designate the organisations referred to in paragraph 1
and shall notify the Commission in due time each year if they wish to apply this scheme.

4 The products referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be released free of charge to the
designated organisations. The accounting value of such products shall be the intervention price,
adjusted by coefficients where necessary to take account of quality differences.

5 Without prejudice to Article 190, the products made available under paragraphs 1 and
2 of this Article shall be financed by appropriations in the relevant budgetary heading within
the EAGF of the budget of the European Communities. Provision may also be made for this
financing to contribute towards the costs of transport of products from intervention centres and
for administrative costs for the designated organisations generated by the implementation of
the scheme set out in this Article, excluding any costs which may be borne by the beneficiaries
within the framework of the application of paragraphs 1 and 2.
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Section III

Private storage

Subsection I

Mandatory aid

Article 28

Eligible products

Aid for private storage shall be granted for the following products subject to the
conditions set out in this Section and to further requirements and conditions to be
adopted by the Commission in accordance with Article 43:

(a) in respect of:

(i) cream,

(ii) unsalted butter produced from cream or milk in an approved undertaking of
the Community of a minimum butterfat content, by weight, of 82 % and a
maximum water content, by weight, of 16 %,

(iii) salted butter produced from cream or milk in an approved undertaking of the
Community of a minimum butterfat content, by weight, of 80 %, a maximum
water content, by weight, of 16 % and a maximum salt content, by weight,
of 2 %;

(b) in respect of cheese:

(i) Grana Padano cheese at least nine months old,

(ii) Parmigiano Reggiano cheese at least 15 months old,

(iii) Provolone cheese at least three months old.

Article 29

Conditions and aid-level for cream and butter

The Commission shall determine which national quality grades for butter qualify for
aid. The butter shall be marked accordingly.

The amount of aid for cream and butter shall be fixed by the Commission in the light of
storage costs and the likely trend in prices for fresh butter and butter from stocks.

Where, at the time of removal from storage, an adverse change unforeseeable at the time
of entry into storage has occurred on the market, the aid may be increased.
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Article 30

Conditions and aid-level for cheese

The conditions for, and amount of, aid to be paid for cheese shall be laid down by the
Commission. The amount of aid shall be fixed taking account of storage costs and the
likely trend of the market price.

The paying agency designated by the Member State in which the cheeses concerned
are produced and in which those cheeses qualify to bear the designation of origin shall
implement the measures taken by the Commission pursuant to the first paragraph.

Subsection II

Optional Aid

Article 31

Eligible products

1 Aid for private storage may be granted in respect of the following products subject to
the conditions set out in this Section and to further requirements and conditions to be adopted
by the Commission in accordance with Article 43:

a white sugar;
b olive oil;
c fresh or chilled meat of adult bovine animals presented in the form of carcasses, half-

carcasses, compensated quarters, forequarters or hindquarters, classified in accordance
with the Community scale for the classification of carcasses of adult bovine animals
provided for in Article 42(1);

d skimmed milk powder of top quality, obtained in an approved undertaking of the
Community directly and exclusively from skimmed milk;

e longkeeping cheeses and cheeses which are manufactured from sheep and/or goat's milk
and require at least six months maturing;

f pigmeat;
g sheepmeat and goatmeat.

The Commission may amend the list of products laid down in point (c) of the first
subparagraph if the market situation so requires

2 The Commission shall fix the aid for private storage provided for in paragraph 1 in
advance or by means of tendering procedures.

In respect of the products laid down in points (d) and (e) of paragraph 1, the aid shall
be fixed in the light of storage costs and, respectively:

(i) the likely trend in prices for skimmed milk powder;

(ii) the balance to be maintained between cheeses for which aid is granted and other
cheeses coming on the market.
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Article 32

Conditions of granting for white sugar

1 If the average Community price recorded for white sugar is below the reference price,
during a representative period, and is likely to remain at that level, taking into account the
market situation, the Commission may decide to grant aid for private storage of white sugar to
undertakings which are allocated a sugar quota.

2 Sugar stored in accordance with paragraph 1 during a marketing year may not be
subject to any other storage measures provided for in Articles 13, 52 or 63.

Article 33

Conditions of granting for olive oil

The Commission may decide to authorise bodies, offering sufficient guarantees and
approved by the Member States, to conclude contracts for the storage of olive oil that
they market in the event of a serious disturbance on the market in certain regions of
the Community, inter alia, when the average price recorded on the market during a
representative period is less than:

(a) EUR 1 779/tonne for extra virgin olive oil, or

(b) EUR 1 710/tonne for virgin olive oil, or

(c) EUR 1 524/tonne for lampante olive oil having 2 degrees of free acidity, this amount
being reduced by EUR 36,7/tonne for each additional degree of acidity.

Article 34

Conditions of granting for products of the beef and veal sector

When the average Community market price recorded on the basis of the Community
scale for the classification of carcasses of adult bovine animals provided for in
Article 42(1) is, and is likely to remain, at less than 103 % of the reference price, the
Commission may decide to grant aid for private storage.

Article 35

Conditions of granting for skimmed milk powder

The Commission may decide to grant aid for private storage for skimmed milk powder
in particular if trends in prices and stocks of the products indicate a serious imbalance
in the market which could be avoided or reduced by means of seasonal storage.
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Article 36

Conditions of granting for cheese

1 If price developments and the stock situation for the cheese products referred to in
point (e) of Article 31(1) indicate a serious imbalance of the market which may be eliminated
or reduced by seasonal storage, the Commission may decide to grant aid for private storage.

2 If at the time the storage contract expires, the level of market prices for cheeses in
store is higher than that prevailing when the contract was signed the Commission may decide
to adjust the amount of aid accordingly.

Article 37

Conditions of granting for pigmeat

When the average Community market price for pig carcasses as established by reference
to the prices recorded in each Member State on the representative markets of the
Community and weighted by means of coefficients reflecting the relative size of the pig
herd in each Member State is, and is likely to remain, at less than 103 % of the reference
price, the Commission may decide to grant aid for private storage.

Article 38

Conditions of granting for sheepmeat and goatmeat

The Commission may decide to grant aid for private storage when there is a particularly
difficult market situation for sheepmeat and goatmeat in one or more of the following
quotation areas:

(a) Great Britain;

(b) Northern Ireland;

(c) any Member State other than the United Kingdom, taken separately.

Section IV

Common provisions

Article 39

Rules concerning storage

1 Paying agencies may not store, outside the territory of the Member State within whose
jurisdiction they fall, products they have bought in unless they have obtained prior authorisation
from the Commission.

The territories of Belgium and Luxembourg shall be considered as a single Member
State for the purposes of this Article.
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2 Authorisation shall be granted if storage is essential and taking into account the
following factors:

a storage possibilities and storage requirements in the Member State within whose
jurisdiction the paying agency falls and in other Member States;

b any additional costs resulting from storage in the Member State within whose
jurisdiction the paying agency falls and from transportation.

3 Authorisation for storage in a third country shall be granted only if, on the basis of
the criteria set out in paragraph 2, storage in another Member State would create significant
difficulties.

4 The information referred to in point (a) of paragraph 2 shall be drawn up after
consulting all the Member States.

5 Any customs duties and any other amounts to be granted or levied under the common
agricultural policy shall not apply to products:

a transported following an authorisation granted under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3, or
b transferred from one paying agency to another.

6 Any paying agency acting in accordance with paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 shall remain
responsible for products stored outside the territory of the Member State within whose
jurisdiction it falls.

7 If products held by a paying agency outside the territory of the Member State within
whose jurisdiction it falls are not brought back into that Member State, they shall be disposed of
at the prices and subject to the conditions laid down or to be laid down for the place of storage.

Article 40

Rules for tendering procedures

Tender procedures shall ensure equality of access of all persons concerned.

In the selection of tenders preference shall be given to those which are most favourable
to the Community. In any case, the award of a contract shall not necessarily ensue.

Article 41

Intervention centres

1 The Commission shall designate the intervention centres in the cereals and rice sectors
and determine the conditions applying thereto.

In respect of products of the cereals sector, the Commission may designate intervention
centres for each cereal.

2 When drawing up the list of intervention centres the Commission shall in particular
take account of the following factors:

a situation of the centres in surplus areas in respect of the products concerned;
b availability of sufficient premises and technical equipment;
c favourable situation as regards means of transport.
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Article 42

Carcass classification

1 Community scales for the classification of carcasses shall apply in accordance with
the rules laid down in Annex V in the following sectors:

a beef and veal as regards carcasses of adult bovine animals;
b pigmeat as regards carcasses of pigs other than those which have been used for breeding.

In the sheepmeat and goatmeat sector Member States may apply a Community scale for
the classification of carcasses as regards sheep carcasses in accordance with the rules
laid down in point C of Annex V.

2 On-the-spot inspections in relation to the classification of carcasses of adult bovine
animals and sheep shall be carried out on behalf of the Community by a Community inspection
committee composed of experts from the Commission and experts appointed by the Member
States. This Committee shall report back to the Commission and the Member States on the
inspections carried out.

The Community shall bear the costs resulting from the inspections carried out.

Article 43

Implementing rules

Without prejudice to any specific powers conferred upon the Commission by the
provisions of this Chapter, the Commission shall adopt the detailed rules for its
implementation, which may relate in particular to:

(a) the requirements and conditions to be met by, and, in the case of pigmeat, the list of
products to be bought-into public intervention as referred to in Article 10 or for which
aid for private storage is granted as referred to in Articles 28 and 31, in particular
with respect to quality, quality groups, quality grades, categories, quantities, packaging
including labelling, maximum ages, preservation, the stage of the products to which
the intervention price relates, the duration of private storage;

(b) amendments to Part B of Annex IV;

(c) where applicable, the scale of applicable price increases and reductions;

(d) the procedures and conditions for taking over into public intervention by paying
agencies and the granting of aid for private storage, in particular:

(i) with regard to the conclusion and the content of contracts;

(ii) the duration of the period of private storage and the conditions according
to which such periods, once specified in the contracts, may be curtailed or
extended;

(iii) the conditions according to which it may be decided that products covered
by private storage contracts may be remarketed or disposed of;

(iv) the Member State where a request for private storage may be submitted;

(e) the adoption of the list of representative markets referred to in Articles 17 and 37;
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(f) the rules as regards the conditions for disposal of products bought-in under public
intervention, in particular as regards selling prices, the conditions for release from
storage, where appropriate, the subsequent use or destination of products thus released,
checks to be carried out and, as the case may be, a system of securities to be applied;

(g) the setting-up of the annual plan referred to in Article 27(1);

(h) the condition of mobilisation on the Community market referred to in Article 27(2);

(i) the rules concerning the authorisations referred to in Article 39 including, as far as
strictly necessary, derogations from the rules on trade;

(j) the rules relating to the procedures to be followed in the case of the making use of
tendering procedures;

(k) the rules concerning the designation of intervention centres referred to in Article 41;

(l) the conditions to be met by the stores where products may be stored;

(m) the Community scales for the classification of carcasses provided for in Article 42(1),
in particular as regards:

(i) definitions;

(ii) carcass presentations for the purpose of price reporting in respect of the
classification of carcasses of adult bovine animals;

(iii) in respect of the measures to be taken by slaughterhouses as provided for in
point III of point A of Annex V:
— any derogations referred to in Article 5 of Directive 88/409/EEC

for slaughterhouses wishing to restrict their production to the local
market,

— any derogations which may be granted to Member States which
so request for slaughterhouses in which few bovine animals are
slaughtered;

(iv) authorising the Member States not to apply the grading scale for the
classification of pig carcasses and to use assessment criteria in addition to
weight and estimated lean-meat content;

(v) rules concerning the reporting of prices of certain products by the Member
States.


