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Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 of the european parliament and
of the council of 29 April 2004 on the hygiene of foodstuffs

CHAPTER I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Scope

1 This Regulation lays down general rules for food business operators on the hygiene
of foodstuffs, taking particular account of the following principles:

a primary responsibility for food safety rests with the food business operator;
b it is necessary to ensure food safety throughout the food chain, starting with primary

production;
c it is important, for food that cannot be stored safely at ambient temperatures, particularly

frozen food, to maintain the cold chain;
d general implementation of procedures based on the HACCP principles, together with

the application of good hygiene practice, should reinforce food business operators'
responsibility;

e guides to good practice are a valuable instrument to aid food business operators at
all levels of the food chain with compliance with food hygiene rules and with the
application of the HACCP principles;

f it is necessary to establish microbiological criteria and temperature control requirements
based on a scientific risk assessment;

g it is necessary to ensure that imported foods are of at least the same hygiene standard
as food produced in [F1Great Britain], or are of an equivalent standard.

This Regulation shall apply to all stages of production, processing and distribution of
food and to exports, and without prejudice to more specific requirements relating to
food hygiene.

2 This Regulation shall not apply to:
a primary production for private domestic use;
b the domestic preparation, handling or storage of food for private domestic consumption;
c the direct supply, by the producer, of small quantities of primary products to the final

consumer or to local retail establishments directly supplying the final consumer;
d collection centres and tanneries which fall within the definition of food business only

because they handle raw material for the production of gelatine or collagen.
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in Art. 1(1)(g) substituted (31.12.2020) by The General Food Hygiene (Amendment) (EU Exit)

Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/642), regs. 1, 3(a) (as substituted by S.I. 2020/1504, regs. 1(2), 11(2));
2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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