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Regulation (EC) No 805/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
21 April 2004 creating a European Enforcement Order for uncontested claims

CHAPTER IV

ENFORCEMENT

Article 20

Enforcement procedure

1 Without prejudice to the provisions of this Chapter, the enforcement procedures shall
be governed by the law of the Member State of enforcement.

A judgment certified as a European Enforcement Order shall be enforced under the same
conditions as a judgment handed down in the Member State of enforcement.

2 The creditor shall be required to provide the competent enforcement authorities of the
Member State of enforcement with:

a a copy of the judgment which satisfies the conditions necessary to establish its
authenticity; and

b a copy of the European Enforcement Order certificate which satisfies the conditions
necessary to establish its authenticity; and

c where necessary, a transcription of the European Enforcement Order certificate or a
translation thereof into the official language of the Member State of enforcement or, if
there are several official languages in that Member State, the official language or one of
the official languages of court proceedings of the place where enforcement is sought, in
conformity with the law of that Member State, or into another language that the Member
State of enforcement has indicated it can accept. Each Member State may indicate the
official language or languages of the institutions of the European Community other than
its own which it can accept for the completion of the certificate. The translation shall
be certified by a person qualified to do so in one of the Member States.

3 No security, bond or deposit, however described, shall be required of a party who in
one Member State applies for enforcement of a judgment certified as a European Enforcement
Order in another Member State on the ground that he is a foreign national or that he is not
domiciled or resident in the Member State of enforcement.

Article 21

Refusal of enforcement

1 Enforcement shall, upon application by the debtor, be refused by the competent court
in the Member State of enforcement if the judgment certified as a European Enforcement Order
is irreconcilable with an earlier judgment given in any Member State or in a third country,
provided that:

a the earlier judgment involved the same cause of action and was between the same
parties; and

b the earlier judgment was given in the Member State of enforcement or fulfils the
conditions necessary for its recognition in the Member State of enforcement; and
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c the irreconcilability was not and could not have been raised as an objection in the court
proceedings in the Member State of origin.

2 Under no circumstances may the judgment or its certification as a European
Enforcement Order be reviewed as to their substance in the Member State of enforcement.

Article 22

Agreements with third countries

This Regulation shall not affect agreements by which Member States undertook, prior
to the entry into force of Regulation (EC) No 44/2001, pursuant to Article 59 of the
Brussels Convention on jurisdiction and the enforcement of judgments in civil and
commercial matters, not to recognise judgments given, in particular in other Contracting
States to that Convention, against defendants domiciled or habitually resident in a third
country where, in cases provided for in Article 4 of that Convention, the judgment could
only be founded on a ground of jurisdiction specified in the second paragraph of Article
3 of that Convention.

Article 23

Stay or limitation of enforcement

Where the debtor has
— challenged a judgment certified as a European Enforcement Order, including an

application for review within the meaning of Article 19, or
— applied for the rectification or withdrawal of a European Enforcement Order certificate

in accordance with Article 10,

the competent court or authority in the Member State of enforcement may, upon
application by the debtor:

(a) limit the enforcement proceedings to protective measures; or

(b) make enforcement conditional on the provision of such security as it shall determine;
or

(c) under exceptional circumstances, stay the enforcement proceedings.
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