
COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 2244/2003
of 18 December 2003

laying down detailed provisions regarding satellite-based Vessel Monitoring Systems

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES,

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European
Community,

Having regard to Council Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002 of 20
December 2002 on the conservation and sustainable exploita-
tion of fisheries resources under the Common Fisheries
Policy (1), and in particular Article 22(3) and Article 23(5)
thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Pursuant to Article 22(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) No 2371/
2002, fishing vessels are prohibited from engaging in
activities within the scope of the Common Fisheries
Policy, unless they have installed on board a functioning
system which allows detection and identification of the
vessel by remote monitoring systems.

(2) It is appropriate to provide that as from 1 January 2004,
all fishing vessels exceeding 18 metres length overall,
and as from 1 January 2005, all fishing vessels exceeding
15 metres length overall, should be subject to a satellite-
based Vessel Monitoring System (VMS).

(3) Fishing vessels which operate exclusively inside the base-
lines of Member States should not be subject to that
obligation since the impact of their activity on resources
is insignificant.

(4) Pursuant to Article 23(3) of Regulation (EC) No 2371/
2002, Member States are to set up the administrative
and technical structure necessary for ensuring effective
control, inspection and enforcement, including satellite
based monitoring systems.

(5) Stricter VMS provisions create the potential to enhance
significantly the efficiency and effectiveness of moni-
toring, control and surveillance operations both at sea
and on land.

(6) It is appropriate to establish a transitional period for the
application of the provisions referring to the communi-
cation of the speed and course of the fishing vessel
subject to certain conditions.

(7) The VMS should apply in a similar way to Community
fishing vessels and fishing vessels of third countries oper-
ating in Community waters.

(8) In view of the adoption of these new provisions, it is
necessary to repeal Commission Regulation (EC) No
1489/97 of 29 July 1997 laying down detailed rules for
the application of Council Regulation (EEC) No 2847/93
as regards satellite-based vessel monitoring systems (2).

(9) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in
accordance with the opinion of the Management
Committee for Fisheries and Aquaculture,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:

CHAPTER I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Subject matter

This Regulation lays down detailed rules for the operation by
Member States of a satellite-based Vessel Monitoring System
(VMS), as provided for in Article 22(1)(b) and Article 23(3) of
Regulation (EC) No 2371/2002.

Article 2

Scope

1. This Regulation shall apply to:

(a) fishing vessels exceeding 18 metres overall length, as from
1 January 2004; and

(b) fishing vessels exceeding 15 metres overall length as from
1 January 2005.

2. This Regulation shall not apply to fishing vessels used
exclusively for exploitation of aquaculture and operating exclu-
sively inside the baselines of Member States.

Article 3

Fisheries monitoring centres

1. Member States shall operate Fisheries Monitoring Centres
(FMC).
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2. The FMC of a Member State shall monitor:

(a) the fishing vessels flying the flag of that Member State,
regardless of the waters or the port they are in;

(b) Community fishing vessels flying the flag of other Member
States; and

(c) third country fishing vessels during the time they are in the
waters under the sovereignty or the jurisdiction of that
Member State.

3. Member States may operate a joint FMC.

CHAPTER II

SATELLITE-BASED MONITORING OF COMMUNITY FISHING
VESSELS

Article 4

Requirement of satellite-tracking devices on Community
fishing vessels

A Community fishing vessel subject to VMS is not allowed to
leave a port without an operational satellite-tracking device
installed on board.

Article 5

Characteristics of satellite tracking devices

1. The satellite-tracking devices installed on board Com-
munity fishing vessels shall ensure the automatic transmission
to the FMC of the flag Member State, at all times, of data
relating to:

(a) the fishing vessel identification;

(b) the most recent geographical position of the fishing vessel,
with a position error which shall be less than 500 metres,
with a confidence interval of 99 %;

(c) the date and time (expressed in Universal Time Coordinated
(UTC)) of the fixing of the said position of the fishing
vessel; and

(d) with effect from 1 January 2006 at the latest, the speed and
course of the fishing vessel.

2. Member States shall adopt the appropriate measures to
ensure that the satellite-tracking devices do not permit the
input or output of false positions and are not capable of being
manually over-ridden.

Article 6

Responsibilities concerning the satellite-tracking devices

1. The master of a Community fishing vessel shall ensure
that the satellite-tracking devices are fully operational at all
times and that the data referred to in Article 5(1) are trans-
mitted.

2. In particular, the master of a Community fishing vessel
shall ensure that:

(a) the data are not altered in any way;

(b) the antenna or the antennas connected to the satellite
tracking devices are not obstructed in any way;

(c) the power supply of the satellite tracking devices is not
interrupted in any way; and

(d) the satellite tracking devices are not removed from the
fishing vessel.

3. It shall be prohibited to destroy, damage, render inopera-
tive or otherwise interfere with the satellite tracking device.

Article 7

Control measures to be adopted by flag Member States

Each flag Member State shall ensure the regular monitoring of
the accuracy of the data referred to in Article 5(1) and shall act
promptly whenever data are found to be inaccurate.

Article 8

Frequency of data transmission

1. Each Member State shall ensure that its FMC receives, at
least once an hour, through the VMS the information referred
to in Article 5(1) concerning the fishing vessels flying its flag
and registered in the Community. The FMC may decide to
require the information at shorter time intervals.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, the frequency of data
transmission may be at least once every two hours, if the FMC
has the possibility of polling the actual position of the fishing
vessels.

3. When a fishing vessel is in port, the satellite tracking
device may be switched off, subject to prior notification to the
FMC of the flag Member State and the FMC of the coastal
Member State and providing that the next report shows that
the fishing vessel has not changed its position in relation to the
previous report.

Article 9

Monitoring of entry into and exit from specific areas

Each Member State shall ensure that, through the VMS, its FMC
monitors, as regards fishing vessels flying its flag and registered
in the Community, the date and time of the entry into and the
exit from:

(a) any maritime areas where specific rules on access to waters
and resources apply;
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(b) the regulatory areas of the regional fisheries organisations
to which the Community or certain Member States are a
party;

(c) the waters of a third country.

Article 10

Transmission of data to the coastal Member State

1. The VMS established by each Member State shall ensure
the automatic transmission to the FMC of a coastal Member
State of the data to be provided in accordance with Article 5
concerning the fishing vessels flying its flag and registered in
the Community, during the time they are in the waters of the
coastal Member State.

That data transmission shall be simultaneous with transmission
to the FMC of the flag Member State and shall be in conformity
with the format set out in Annex I.

2. Each Member State shall transmit to the other Member
States a comprehensive list of latitude and longitude coordi-
nates which delimit its exclusive economic zone or exclusive
fishery zone.

3. Coastal Member States monitoring jointly an area may
specify a common destination for the transmission of the data
to be provided in accordance with Article 5. They shall inform
the Commission and the other Member States thereof.

4. Member States shall ensure coordination between their
competent authorities regarding the establishment and opera-
tion of the procedures for transmission to the FMC of a coastal
Member State.

5. On request Member States shall communicate to other
Member States the list of vessels flying their flag subject to
VMS. The list shall contain the internal fleet register number,
the external identification, the name and the international radio
call sign of each vessel.

Article 11

Technical failure or non-functioning of the satellite
tracking device

1. In the event of a technical failure or non-functioning of
the satellite-tracking device fitted on board a Community
fishing vessel, the master or the owner of the vessel or their
representative shall communicate every four hours, starting
from the time that event was detected or from the time that he
was informed in accordance with paragraph 3 or Article 12(1),
the up to date current geographical position of the vessel by
e-mail, by telex, by fax, by telephone message or by radio, via a
radio station approved under the Community legislation for the
reception of such reports, to the FMC of the flag Member State
and the FMC of the coastal Member State.

2. A Community fishing vessel shall not leave a port,
following a technical failure or non-functioning, before the
satellite tracking device fitted on board is functioning to the
satisfaction of the competent authorities or before it is other-
wise authorised to leave by the competent authorities.

3. Member States shall seek to inform the master or the
owner of the vessel or their representative when the satellite
tracking device fitted on board a Community fishing vessel
appears to be defective or not to be functioning.

4. The flag Member State may authorise the satellite-tracking
device to be replaced by a functioning device which complies
with Article 5.

Article 12

Non-receipt of data

1. When the FMC of a flag Member State has not received
data transmissions in accordance with Articles 8 or 11 for 12
hours it shall notify the master or the owner of the vessel or
their representative thereof as soon as possible. If, in respect of
a particular vessel, this situation occurs more than three times
within a period of one year, the flag Member State shall ensure
that the satellite tracking device of the vessel in question is
checked. The Member State concerned shall investigate the
matter in order to establish whether the equipment has been
tampered with. By way of derogation from Article 6(2)(d) this
may entail the removal of such equipment for examination.

2. When the FMC of a flag Member State has not received
data transmissions in accordance with Article 8 or Article 11(1)
for 12 hours and the last received position was from within the
waters of a coastal Member State it shall notify the FMC of that
coastal Member State thereof as soon as possible.

3. When the competent authorities of a coastal Member
State observe a fishing vessel in its waters and have not
received data in accordance with Article 10(1) or Article 11(1)
they shall notify the master of the vessel and the FMC of the
flag Member State thereof.

Article 13

Monitoring of the fishing activities

1. Member States shall use the data received pursuant to
Article 8, Article 10(1) and Article 11(1) for the effective moni-
toring of the fishing activities of vessels.

2. Flag Member States shall ensure that the data received
from fishing vessels flying their flag or registered in them are
recorded in computer-readable form for a period of three years.

3. Coastal Member States shall ensure that the data received
from fishing vessels flying the flag of another Member State,
are recorded in computer-readable form for a period of three
years.
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CHAPTER III

ACCESS TO DATA AND REPORTS

Article 14

Access to data

1. Member States shall ensure that the Commission has, on
specific request, remote access by online sessions to the
computer files containing the data recorded by their FMC.

2. The data received in the framework of this Regulation
shall be treated in a confidential manner.

Article 15

Information concerning the competent authorities

1. The name, address, telephone number, telex number, fax
number, as well as the X.25 and any other addresses used for
electronic data transmission, of the competent authority
responsible for a FMC are listed in Annex II.

2. Any changes to information referred to in paragraph 1
shall be communicated to the Commission and to the other
Member States within one week from the date of any such
change.

Article 16

Half-yearly reports by Member States

1. Member States shall report half-yearly to the Commission,
by 1 May and by 1 November, on the functioning of their VMS
during the previous half year.

2. In particular, they shall notify the Commission of the
following data:

(a) the number of fishing vessels flying the flag of or registered
in the Member State concerned subject to VMS during the
previous half year;

(b) the list of fishing vessels whose satellite-tracking devices
have repeatedly experienced technical failure or have
repeatedly failed to function during the previous half year;

(c) the number of position reports received by the FMC during
the previous half year, broken down by flag State; and

(d) the aggregated time spent in maritime zones identified by
FAO sub-areas, during the previous half year, by the fishing
vessels flying the flag of or registered in the Member State
concerned subject to VMS.

3. The format for notifying the information referred to in
paragraph 2 may be laid down in consultation with the
Member States and the Commission.

CHAPTER IV

SATELLITE-BASED MONITORING OF THIRD-COUNTRY
FISHING VESSELS OPERATING IN COMMUNITY WATERS

Article 17

Requirement of satellite-tracking device on board

A third-country fishing vessel subject to VMS shall have an
operational satellite-tracking device installed on board when it
is in Community waters.

Article 18

Characteristics of satellite tracking devices

1. The satellite-tracking devices installed on board third-
country fishing vessels shall ensure the automatic transmission,
at all times at which those vessels are in Community waters, of
the following data:

(a) the fishing vessel identification;

(b) the most recent geographical position of the fishing vessel,
with a position error which shall be less than 500 metres,
with a confidence interval of 99 %;

(c) the date and time (expressed in Universal Time Coordinated
(UTC)) of the fixing of the position of the fishing vessel;
and

(d) with effect from 1 January 2006 at the latest, the speed and
course of the fishing vessel.

2. The satellite-tracking devices shall not permit the input or
output of false positions and shall not be capable of being
manually over-ridden.

Article 19

Responsibilities concerning the satellite-tracking devices

1. The masters of third-country fishing vessels subject to
VMS shall ensure that the satellite-tracking devices are at fully
operational at all times and that the data referred to in Article
18(1) are transmitted.

2. In particular, the masters of the third-country fishing
vessels shall ensure that:

(a) the data are not altered in any way;

(b) the antenna or the antennas connected to the satellite
tracking devices are not obstructed in any way;

(c) the power supply of the satellite tracking devices is not
interrupted in any way; and

(d) the satellite tracking devices are not removed from the
fishing vessels.

3. It shall be prohibited to destroy, damage, render inopera-
tive or otherwise interfere with the satellite tracking device.
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Article 20

Frequency of data transmission

The frequency of the automatic data transmission shall be at
least once every hour. However, it may be at least once every
two hours, if the FMC of the flag State has the possibility of
polling the actual position of the fishing vessel.

Article 21

Forwarding to the coastal Member State

The position monitoring information referred to in Article
18(1) shall be forwarded to the FMC of the coastal Member
State in conformity with the format defined in Annex I.

Article 22

Cooperation between Member States and third countries

1. Each Member State shall transmit to the competent
authorities of the third countries concerned a comprehensive
list of latitude and longitude coordinates which delimit its
exclusive economic zone or exclusive fishery zone, in a format
compatible with the World Geodetic System 1984 (WGS 84).

2. Coastal Member States shall ensure coordination with the
competent authorities of the third countries concerned
regarding the establishment and operation of the procedures
for automatic transmission to their FMC.

Article 23

Technical failure or non-function of the satellite-tracking
device

1. In the event of a technical failure of non-functioning of
the satellite-tracking device fitted on board a third-country
fishing vessel during the time it is in Community waters, the
master or the owner of the vessel or their representative shall
communicate every two hours, and each time the vessel moves
from one ICES division to another, the up-to-date current
geographical position of the vessel by e-mail, by telex, by fax,
by telephone messages or by radio.

2. That information shall be transmitted to the FMC of the
Coastal Member State.

3. A third-country vessel operating in Community waters
shall not leave a port of a Member State, following a technical
failure or non-functioning, before the satellite tracking device

fitted on board is functioning to the satisfaction of the compe-
tent authorities or before it is otherwise authorised to leave by
the competent authorities.

4. Coastal Member States shall inform the master or the
owner of a vessel or their representative when the satellite-
tracking device fitted on board the vessel appears to be defec-
tive or not to be functioning.

Article 24

Monitoring and reports of the fishing activities

1. Member States shall use the data received pursuant to
Article 18 and Article 23(1) for the effective monitoring of the
fishing activities of the third-country fishing vessels.

2. Member States shall ensure that the data received from
third-country fishing vessels are recorded in computer-readable
form for a period of three years.

3. Member States shall inform the Commission immediately
when a vessel does not comply with the rules contained in this
Chapter.

CHAPTER V

FINAL PROVISIONS

Article 25

Repeal

Regulation (EC) No 1489/97 is repealed with effect from 1
January 2004.

References to the repealed Regulation shall be construed as
references to this Regulation and shall be read in accordance
with the correlation table in Annex III.

Article 26

Entry into force and applicability

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day
following that of its publication in the Official Journal of the
European Union.

It shall apply from 1 January 2004.

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in all Member States.

Done at Brussels, 18 December 2003.

For the Commission
Franz FISCHLER

Member of the Commission
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ANNEX I

Electronic data exchange format for transmission of data to the coastal Member State

A. Content of position report

Data element Field
code

Manda-
tory/

optional
Remarks

Start record SR M System detail; indicates start of record

Address AD M Message detail; destination; Coastal Member State
Alpha-3 ISO country code

Type of message TM M Message detail; message type, ‘POS’

Radio call sign RC M Vessel registration detail

Trip No TN O Activity detail; fishing trip serial number in current
year

Vessel name NA O Vessel registration detail

Internal reference No IR O (1) Vessel registration detail. Unique vessel number as flag
state Alpha-3 ISO country code followed by number

External registration No XR O Vessel registration detail; the side number of the vessel

Latitude (decimal) LT M Activity detail; position at time of transmission

Longitude (decimal) LG M Activity detail; position at time of transmission

Speed SP M (2) Vessel speed in tenths of knots

Course CO M (2) Vessel course 360° scale

Date DA M Message detail; date of transmission

Time TI M Message detail; date of transmission

End of record ER M System detail; indicates end of record

(1) Mandatory for Community fishing vessels.
(2) Optional until 31 December 2005.

B. Structure of the position report

Each data transmission is structured as follows:

— double slash (//) and the characters ‘SR’ indicate the start of a message,

— a double slash (//) and field code indicate the start of a data element,

— a single slash (/) separates the field code and the data,

— pairs of data are separated by space,

— the characters ‘ER’ and a double slash (//) indicate the end of a record.
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C. Definition of the data elements

Category Data element Field
code Type Contents Definitions

System details Start record SR Indicates start of the record

End record ER Indicates end of the record

Message details Address destination AD Char*3 ISO-3166 Address Address of the party receiving the
message

Type of message TM Char*3 Code First three letters of the message type

Date DA Num*8 YYYYMMDD Year, month and date

Time TI Num*4 HHMM Hours and minutes in UTC

Vessel registration details Radio call sign RC Char*7 IRCS Code International radio call sign of the
vessel

Vessel name NA Char*30 ISO 8859,1 Name of the vessel

External registration XR Char*14 ISO 8859,1 Side No of the vessel

Internal reference No IR Char*3
Num*9

ISO-3166 + max.9N Unique vessel No attributed by the flag
State pursuant to registration

Activity details Latitude (decimal) LT Char*7 +/-DD.ddd Value negative if latitude is in the
southern hemisphere (1) (WGS84)

Longitude (decimal) LG Char*8 +/-DDD.ddd Value negative if longitude is on the
western hemisphere (1) (WGS84)

Speed SP Num*3 Knots*10 e.g.//SP/105 = 10,5 knots

Course CO Num*3 360 degree scale e.g.//CO/270 = 270°

Trip No TN Num*3 001-999 No of the fishing trip in current year

(1) The plus sign (+) does not need to be transmitted, leading zeros can be omitted.
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ANNEX II

Competent authorities

BELGIË/BELGIQUE

Name: Dienst voor de Zeevisserij
Administratief Centrum

Address: Vrijhavenstraat 5
B-8400 Oostende

Phone (32-59) 50 89 66 — 51 29 94

Fax: (32-59) 51 45 57 — 51 45 57

Telex: 81075 dzvost

X25: 206 259 020 63

E-mail: Dienst.Zeevisserij@ewbl.vlaanderen.be
VMS.Oostende@wol.be

DANMARK

Name: Fiskeridirektoratet

Address: Stormgade 2
DK-1470 København K

Phone: (45) 33 96 36 09

Fax: (45) 33 96 39 00

Telex: 16144 fm dk

X.25: 238 201 023 8535 (til Fiskeridirektoratet)
238 201 023 853 (fra Fiskeridirektoratet)

E-mail: sat@fd.dk

DEUTSCHLAND

Name: Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung

Address: Palmaille 9
D-22767 Hamburg

Phone: (49-40) 38905-173/38905-180

Fax: (49-40) 38905-128/38905-160

Telex: 0214/763

X.25: 0 262 45 4001 20221

E-mail: bettina.gromke@ble.de

ΕΛΛΑΣ

Name: Υπουργείο Εµπορικής Ναυτιλίας/∆ιεύθυνση Λιµενικής
Αστυνοµίας Γ (Αλιείας)

Address: Γρ. Λαµπράκη 150
EL-18518 Πειραιάς

Phone: (30-210) 4519901 — 4191308 — 4513657

Fax: (30-210) 4191561 — 4285466

Telex: 212239 — 212273

X.25: 02023 — 22100047

E-mail: vms@mail.yen.gr,
demos@yen.gr

ESPAÑA

Name: Secretaría General de Pesca Marítima

Address: Paseo de la Castellana no 112
ES-28046 Madrid

Phone: (34) 913 47 17 50

Fax: (34) 913 47 15 44

X.25: 21453150315802

E-mail: csp@mapya.es

FRANCE

Name: Cross Atlantique

Address: Château de la Garenne
Avenue Louis Bougo
F-56410 Etel

Phone: (33) 297 55 35 35

Fax: (33) 297 55 49 34

Telex: 95 05 19

IRELAND

Name: Fisheries Monitoring Centre
Naval Base

Address: Haulbowline
Co. Cork
Ireland

Phone: (353-21) 486 48 30 — 486 48 31 — 486 49 66 —
486 49 70 — 437 87 52 (24 hr)

Fax: (353-21) 437 80 96

X.25: 272 440 520 023

E-mail: nscstaff@eircom.net or
fmcvmsst@eircom.net

ITALIA

Name: Comando generale del Corpo delle capitanerie di porto —
Guardia costiera

Address: Viale dell'Arte n. 16
I-00144 Roma

Phone: (39) 06 59 23 569 — 59 24 145 — 59 08 45 27

Fax: (39) 06 59 22 737 — 59 08 47 93

Telex: (39) 06 61 41 56 — 61 41 03 — 61 11 72

E-mail: cogecap3@flashnet.it

NEDERLAND

Name: Algemene Inspectiedienst

Address: Poststraat 15
Postbus 234
6461 AW Kerkrade
Nederland

Phone: (31-45) 546 62 22
(31-45) 546 62 30

Fax: (31-45) 546 10 11

X.25: 0204 14444605

E-mail: meldkamer@minLnv.nl
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PORTUGAL

Name: Direcção-Geral das Pescas e Aquicultura

Address: Av. de Brasília
P-1400-038 Lisboa

Phone: (351-21) 302 51 00/302 51 90

Fax: (351-21) 302 51 01

X.25: 268096110344

SUOMI/FINLAND

Name: Maa- ja metsätalousministeriö, kala- ja riistaosasto

Address: Mariankatu 23
FI-00170 Helsinki

Phone: (358-9) 16001

Fax: (358-9) 16052640

X.25: (0) 244 20100131

E-mail: ali.lindahl@mmm.fi
markku.nousiainen@mmm.fi

SVERIGE

Name: Fiskeriverket

Address: Box 423
S-401 26 Göteborg

Phone: (46-31) 743 03 00

Fax: (46-31) 743 04 44

X.25: 2043 7 201034

E-mail: fiskeriverket@fiskeriverket.se

UNITED KINGDOM

Name: Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Fisheries IV Division

Address: Nobel House, 17, Smith Square
London SW1P 3JR
United Kingdom

Phone: (44-207) 270 8337 — Scotland: (44-131) 244 6078

Fax: (44-207) 238 6566

Telex: 21274

X.25: 237 859 010 201

E-mail: r.crooks@fish.maff.gov.uk (not for data transmission)
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ANNEX III

CORRELATION TABLE

Regulation (EC) No 1489/97 Present Regulation

Article 1 Article 1

— Article 2

— Article 3

Article 2 —

— Article 4

Article 3, paragraph 1 Article 5, paragraph 1

— Article 5, paragraph 2

— Article 6

Article 3, paragraph 2 Article 7

Article 3, paragraph 3 Article 8, paragraph 1

— Article 8, paragraph 2

Annex I Article 8, paragraph 3

Article 3, paragraph 4 Article 9

Article 4, paragraph 1 Article 10, paragraph 1

Article 4, paragraph 2 Article 10, paragraph 2

Article 4, paragraph 3 Article 10, paragraph 3

Article 4, paragraph 4 Article 10, paragraph 4

— Article 10, paragraph 5

Article 5 —

Article 6, paragraph 1 Article 11, paragraph 1

Article 6, paragraph 2 Article 11, paragraphs 2 and 4

Article 6, paragraph 3 Article 11, paragraph 3

— Article 12, paragraph 1

— Article 12, paragraph 2

— Article 12, paragraph 3

— Article 13, paragraph 1

— Article 13, paragraph 2

— Article 13, paragraph 3

Article 7 Article 14, paragraph 1

— Article 14, paragraph 2

Article 8 Article 15

Article 9 —

Article 10 Article 16

— Article 17

— Article 18

— Article 19

— Article 20

— Article 21

— Article 22

— Article 23

— Article 24

— Article 25
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Regulation (EC) No 1489/97 Present Regulation

Article 11 Article 26

Annex I —

Annex II Annex I

Annex III Annex II

— Annex III
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