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Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction
and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and
the matters of parental responsibility, repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000

CHAPTER IV

COOPERATION BETWEEN CENTRAL AUTHORITIES
IN MATTERS OF PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

Article 55

Cooperation on cases specific to parental responsibility

The central authorities shall, upon request from a central authority of another Member
State or from a holder of parental responsibility, cooperate on specific cases to achieve
the purposes of this Regulation. To this end, they shall, acting directly or through public
authorities or other bodies, take all appropriate steps in accordance with the law of that
Member State in matters of personal data protection to:

(a) collect and exchange information:

(i) on the situation of the child;

(ii) on any procedures under way; or

(iii) on decisions taken concerning the child;

(b) provide information and assistance to holders of parental responsibility seeking the
recognition and enforcement of decisions on their territory, in particular concerning
rights of access and the return of the child;

(c) facilitate communications between courts, in particular for the application of
Article 11(6) and (7) and Article 15;

(d) provide such information and assistance as is needed by courts to apply Article 56; and

(e) facilitate agreement between holders of parental responsibility through mediation or
other means, and facilitate cross-border cooperation to this end.
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