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Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction
and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and
the matters of parental responsibility, repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000

CHAPTER II

JURISDICTION

SECTION 1

Divorce, legal separation and marriage annulment

Article 3

General jurisdiction

1 In matters relating to divorce, legal separation or marriage annulment, jurisdiction
shall lie with the courts of the Member State

a in whose territory:
— the spouses are habitually resident, or
— the spouses were last habitually resident, insofar as one of them still resides

there, or
— the respondent is habitually resident, or
— in the event of a joint application, either of the spouses is habitually resident, or
— the applicant is habitually resident if he or she resided there for at least a year

immediately before the application was made, or
— the applicant is habitually resident if he or she resided there for at least six

months immediately before the application was made and is either a national
of the Member State in question or, in the case of the United Kingdom and
Ireland, has his or her ‘domicile’ there;

b of the nationality of both spouses or, in the case of the United Kingdom and Ireland,
of the ‘domicile’ of both spouses.

2 For the purpose of this Regulation, ‘domicile’ shall have the same meaning as it has
under the legal systems of the United Kingdom and Ireland.



2 Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction and the...
Document Generated: 2023-09-08

Changes to legislation: 
There are outstanding changes not yet made to Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003. Any
changes that have already been made to the legislation appear in the content and are referenced
with annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to :
– Regulations revoked by S.S.I. 2019/104 reg. 3
– Regulation revoked by S.I. 2019/519 reg. 3

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2019/104
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ssi/2019/104/regulation/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/519
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/519/regulation/3

