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Council Regulation (EC) No 2201/2003 of 27 November 2003 concerning jurisdiction
and the recognition and enforcement of judgments in matrimonial matters and
the matters of parental responsibility, repealing Regulation (EC) No 1347/2000

CHAPTER II

JURISDICTION

SECTION 3

Common provisions

Article 18

Examination as to admissibility

1 Where a respondent habitually resident in a State other than the Member State where
the action was brought does not enter an appearance, the court with jurisdiction shall stay the
proceedings so long as it is not shown that the respondent has been able to receive the document
instituting the proceedings or an equivalent document in sufficient time to enable him to arrange
for his defence, or that all necessary steps have been taken to this end.

2 Article 19 of Regulation (EC) No 1348/2000 shall apply instead of the provisions of
paragraph 1 of this Article if the document instituting the proceedings or an equivalent document
had to be transmitted from one Member State to another pursuant to that Regulation.

3 Where the provisions of Regulation (EC) No 1348/2000 are not applicable, Article
15 of the Hague Convention of 15 November 1965 on the service abroad of judicial and
extrajudicial documents in civil or commercial matters shall apply if the document instituting
the proceedings or an equivalent document had to be transmitted abroad pursuant to that
Convention.
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